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PREFACE. 


TK  the  face  of  all  that  has  been  said  and  written  on  the  subject  of 
sexhood  and  its  attendant  qualifications,  duties,  etc.,  it  may 
seem  in  no  small  degree  presumptuous  for  one  who  is  entirely 
unknown  in  the  field  of  literature  to  attempt  an  exposition  of  the 
subject. 

Naturally  enough  this  will  be  the  inference  with  many ;  but  as 
there  is  always  room  in  the  discussion  of  all  important  subjects 
for  even  the  most  unpretending  to  make  some  suggestion  which 
D^iay  be  of  value,  I  can  only  trust  that  the  remarks  embraced 
lu  the  following  pages  will  be  so  construed  and  received  as  to 
convey  no  idea  which  does  not  harmonize  with  the  proper  charac- 
teristics of  a  sincere,  though  unknown,  searcher  after  truth. 

In  the  examination  of  the  subject  I  am  aware  how  very  inade- 
<iuate  in  many  respects  a  work  such  as  the  present  must  necessa- 
^'I'y  be ;  but  notwithstanding  this,  I  can  only  trust  that  it  may  at 
least  in  part  perform  its  function  of  exercising  a  healthful  influence 
the  public  mind,  thereby  contributing  its  mite  toward  the  better 
establishment  of  social  order,  domestic  happiness,  and  national 
prosperity. 

In  the  realm  of  mind,  as  in  the  kingdom  of  riiatter,  the  noblest 
structures  are  invariably  formed  from  the  accumulation  of  particles 
^hich  to  all  appearances  deserve  the  name  of  trifles;  and  I  am 
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encouraged  to  hope  that  my  remarks  (if  they  can  do  no  mor  e)  may 
serve  in  a  similar  manner  as  a  feeble  suggestion  toward  certain 
truths  underlying  our  moral  and  spiritual  existence  as  human 
heings.  In  an  age  like  the  present,  when  change  is  written  every- 
where, there  are  necessarily  various  methods  of  interpreting  the 
laws  of  our  relationship,  one  to  another ;  hut  in  my  present  effort, 
if  I  can  so  far  succeed  as  to  induce  a  careful  survey  of  human 
nature  as  the  only  correct  basis  on  which  to  rest  our  social 
hypotheses,  I  shall  have  accomplished  fully  the  purposes  for 
which  T  write. 


"  Nature  is  man's  best  teacher.   She  unfolds 
Her  treasures  to  his  search,  unseals  his  eye, 
Illumes  his  mind,  and  purifies  his  heart ; 
An  influence  breathes  from  all  the  sights  and  sounds 
Of  her  existence  ;  she  is  wisdom's  self." 


CONTEl^TS. 


 • 

^"  Fagb 
PBELmiNAKT  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  SUBJECT   7 

n. 

Adaptability  of  the  Sexes  on  a  SprBiruAL  Plane  of  Life  25 

m. 

Connubial  Attachment:  its  Potency  and  Design   44 

IV. 

Carriage  the  True  Order  of  Life   55 

y. 

Equality  of  the  Sexes,  the  Necessary  Result  of  a 
"Well-ordered  Civilization   73 

VT. 

Necessity  for  a  Well-defined  Relationship   99 


MAN  AND  WOMAN. 


I. 

PEELIMINARY  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  SUBJECT. 

"VTEXT  to  a  knowledge  of  the  position  we  occupy  with 
respect  to  the  Creator,  if  there  is  one  thing  more  re- 
quisite than  another  for  our  happiness,  it  is  a  correct  esti- 
mate of  the  relationship  which  ought  to  exist  between 
ourselves — male  and  female — as  sentient  and  rational  be- 
ings.  Above  and  beyond  all  other  influences  which  stamp 
their  impress  on  society,  the  idea  of  sexual  association  is 
tbe  most  potent  in  action  and  important  in  effects,  being 
Unquestionably  the  element  which  more  than  any  other 
enters  into  and  determines  the  character  of  nations  as  well 
individuals.  History  is  full  of  examples  which  point 
"•^o  the  truth  of  this ;  while  if  we  are  careful  to  observe  the 
connection  between  causes  and  their  effects,  we  can  not 
fail  to  observe  that  all  progressive  movements  in  our  civ- 
ilization have  invariably  gone  hand-in-hand  with  corre- 
sponding improvements  in  this  direction.  It  must  be  con- 
fessed that  even  under  the  most  favorable  conditions  there 
have  been  times  when  the  correlation  between  a  high 
standard  of  sexual  relationship  and  a  well-ordered  system 


8 


MAN   AND  WOMAN. 


of  civilization  seemed  temporarily  suspended ;  but  a  little 
reflection  will  suffice  to  convince  us  that  this  is  not  really 
the  case.  Greece,  it  is  true,  in  the  midst  of  her  lofty  in- 
tellectual attainments  treated  woman  as  an  inferior  being ; 
but  the  result  of  this  is  easily  seen  in  the  inner  life  of  her 
inhabitants ;  wherein  as  an  English  writer  says,  that  though 
"  they  were  severely  virtuous  in  all  that  pertained  to  pa- 
triotism, they  failed  in  social  amenities,  in  .humanity  and 
sympathy,  in  the  soft  blandishments  and  gallantry  which 
smooth  the  asperities  of  rugged  male  nature." 

And  thus  the  relationship  between  the  sexes  forms  the 
basis  on  which  our  civilization  must  necessarily  be  con- 
structed. In  its  application  to  our  social  culture,  it  is  not, 
as  some  suppose,  a  matter  which  can  be  adjusted  by  human 
caprice  or  arranged  according  to  the  dictates  of  fashion  ; 
but  taking  its  rise  in  those  fundamental  principles  upon 
which  the  structure  of  society  must  inevitably  rest,  can  no 
more  be  violated  with  impunity  than  it  is  possible  for  us 
to  bid  defiance  to  any  of  the  known  laws  of  gravitation 
without  reaping  the  consequences  of  our  folly.  As  a  part 
of  the  Divine  economy,  its  true  system  of  adaptation  is 
written  on  the  book  of  nature  in  a  thousand  different 
ways.  Carefully  observed,  there  is  a  something  in  the 
male  and  female  elements  which  penetrates  and  acts  upon 
every  living  thing,  and  in  many  cases  of  analogy  tends  to 
illustrate  how  absolutely  the  welfare  of  the  one  is  de- 
pendent on  that  of  the  other.  Again,  if  we  are  prepared 
to  rise  still  higher,  we  find  Divine  Wisdom  declaring  that 
even  man,  as  he  stood  within  the  center  of  creation,  his 
delicate  and  mysterious  senses  touching  and  controlliug 
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the  material  world,  and  his  mind  capable  of  soaring  to 
heaven,  was  yet  incomplete  until  his  fair  counterpart  came 
smiling  through  the  harmony  of  Paradise,  and  by  her 
pi'esence  filled  him  with  delight. 

In  this  as  well  as  in  his  other  works  the  Almighty 
displays  that  immeasurable  wisdom  and  strict  regard  for 
our  welfare  which  amazes  us  as  we  look  into  the  various 
fields  of  their  operation,  and  through  which,  Avhen 
properly  applied,  we  have  the  means  of  procuring  to  our- 
selves the  highest,  purest,  and  most  lasting  joys  which 
any  created  being  can  experience. 

In  Milton's  description  of  Adam  contemplating  the 
charms  of  Eve,  there  is  a  far  more  beautiful  suggestion 
than  may  at  first  appear.  The  fairest  flowers  of  Eden 
had  already  passed  before  his  view ;  and  though  his  eye 
had  been  charmed  by  their  beauty,  and  his  ear  delighted 
hy  the  music  of  their  harmonies,  there  was  a  something 
in  the  prospect  before  him  wUch  carried  him  in  his 
ecstasy  far  beyond  anything  he  had  experienced  before. 
The  more  interior  promptings  of  his  nature,  which  had 
lain  dormant  hitherto,  were  now  called  into  action,  and  as 
his  soul  rose  gradually  in  its  pulsations  of  delight,  he 
realized  more  and  more  fully  the  inestimable  value  of  the 
Creator's  last,  best,  and  fairest  gift.  True,  it  may  be 
Urged  that  this  is  purely  an  allegorical  figure,  and  is 
therefore  not  entitled  to  any  serious  consideration;  And, 
to  a  certain  extent,  I  admit  that  it  is  so,  introducing  it 
here  merely  as  an  apt  illustration  of  what  I  hope  to  prove 
hereafter  by  a  process  of  dispassionate  reasoning. 

In  offering  my  reflections  to  the  public,  I  am  of  course 
1* 
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aware  that  although  there  may  be  a  few  who  will  be 
willing  by  an  impartial  survey  to  let  them  stand  or  fall 
by  their  own  merits,  there  will  be  many  AvillfuUy  blind, 
from  their  preconceived  notions  and  prejudices ;  while 
others  will  sneer,  because  they  do  not  advance  any  new  or 
startling  theory :  but  with  neither  of  these  two  classes  do 
I  j^ropose  to  deal.  With  respect  to  the  former,  it  may 
truly  be  said  that  they  have  existed  in  all  ages  of  the 
world;  and  although  they  still  persist  in  fossilizing  in 
their  bigotries,  humanity,  with  "  Excelsior  "  as  its  motto, 
continues  to  move  onward  and  upward  in  its  advancing 
career.  With  regard  to  the  latter,  it  is  perhaps  requisite 
that  we  should  pause  with  more  seriousness,  for  although 
it  is  certainly  the  case  that  all  true  doctrines  must  be 
unfolded  from  time  to  time  by  human  means,  it  is  never- 
theless well  to  observe  that  there  is  at  the  present  day  a 
sensational  and  injurious  spirit  abroad,  arising  mainly  out 
of  the  desire  for  novelty,  which  is  perpetually  exhibited  in 
the  effort  to  thrust  upon  us  theories  which  are  notorious 
either  for  their  extravagant  absurdities  or  pernicious 
tendencies  ;  and  between  which  and  those  which  bear  the 
evidences  of  being  prompted  by  an  ardent  love  for  the 
beautiful  and  true  we  can  not  discriminate  too  widely. 

In  the  one  case,  the  prominent  characteristics  are  those 
of  arrogance,  narrow-mindedness,  and  inconsistency ;  while 
in  the  other  we  recognize  that  calm,  persuasive  tone 
which  pervades  the  productions  of  all  who  investigate 
truth  for  the  love  of  truth.  The  foundations  of  the 
one  resting  as  they  do  upon  the  sandbanks  of  error,  are 
naturally  undergoing  a  continual  state  of  rise  and  fall, 
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according  to  the  winds  and  waves  of  popular  opinion, 
^ot  so,  however,  with  the  other.  Its  advocates  are  but 
too  well  aware  that  it  is  no  more  in  the  power  of  mortals 
to  create  a  truth  than  to  destroy  one ;  the  maximum  of 
their  powers  consisting  in  their  ability  to  listen  to  those 
■whisperings  through  which  Nature  speaks  to  the  sincere 
inquirer  who  seeks  for  admission  into  the  temple  of  her 
mysteries. 

In  the  spiritual  as  truly  as  in  the  material  world  there 
are  certain  laws  implanted  by  the  Divine  Mind  which  can 
only  be  discovered  throvigh  a  close  and  careful  observa- 
tion; and  as  in  the  one  we  by  experience  know  how 
wonderfully  our  increasing  knowledge  of  those  laws  tends 
to  open  up  our  spheres  of  usefulness  and  pleasure,  so  in 
the  other,  the  more  nearly  we  approach  to  a  correct 
interpretation  so  much  the  more  certainly  will  we  be 
scattering  those  seeds  which  alone  can  prodiTce  a  j)erfect 
h\iman  life,  and  render  us  noble,  virtuous,  and  happy. 
In  the  arrangement  of  the  universe,  it  must  not  for  a 
moment  be  supposed  that  the  design  which  places  man 
and  woman  side  by  side  in  this  world  is  less  replete  with 
wisdom  than  any  of  the  other  works  of  the  Creator.  On 
the  contrary,  it  stands  pre-eminent  as  the  crowning  point 
of  creation;  but,  as  I  have  already  intimated,  it  is  an 
essential  feature  in  all  our  deductions  on  the  subject,  that 
We  reason  closely,  and  not  hastily. 

As  immortal  beings,  it  is  disgraceful  for  us  to  suppose, 
as  many  ai^parently  do,  that  we  are  placed  in  this  world 
merely  for  the  gratification  of  our  appetites  and  the 
propagation  of  the  human  race.    True,  there  are  certain 
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conditions  with,  whicli  this  y\e^y  of  the  matter  may  be 
surrounded,  which  are  calculated  to  suggest  to  us  much 
that  is  beautiful  and  true  concerning  the  ends  for  which 
we  were  created ;  but  to  confine  our  ideas  to  this  purely 
carnal  view  is  low  and  groveling  in  the  extreme.  The 
more  comprehensive  the  mind  of  the  student,  and  the 
more  perfect  his  knowledge  both  of  nature  and  revelation, 
the  more  evident  it  must  be  to  him  that  the  main  purpose 
of  the  Almighty  in  the  creation  of  the  universe  was  and 
is  the  formation  of  a  heaven  out  of  the  human  race,  I 
know  that  in  the  present  condition  of  society  there  is 
much  which  would  seem  to  contradict  this  view  of  the 
matter ;  hnt  let  it  be  remembered  that  all  the  misery  and 
unhappiness  we  see  around  us  derive  their  existence  solely 
from  the  presence  of  sin,  and  the  proposition  remains  un- 
touched. Let  not,  gentle  reader,  such  a  hideous  thought 
be  entertained  as  that  the  Being  of  infinite  perfection 
whom  we  are  instructed  to  address  as  "  Our  Father " 
could  have  any  connection  whatever  with  the  cause  of 
evil.  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  it  exists  through  His 
permission,  but  there  is  a  wonderful  deal  of  dilFerence  to 
be  observed  between  jm'mission  and  ^yrovisio^i  /  and  on 
this  distinction  rests  much  that  it  is  important  for  us  to 
know  concerning  ourselves ;  at  the  same  time  that  it  suggests 
to  us  much  with  regard  to  that  inseparable  relationship 
between  cause  and  eifect,  which  it  is  indispensable  that 
we  should  keep  in  mind  while  considering  the  subject 
before  us. 

In  this  connection,  I  co\ild  perhaps  go  into  a  more 
lengthened  discussion  of  the  different  particulars  substan- 
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tiating  my  hypothesis ;  but  as  the  above  remark  is  merely 
designed  as  a  precursor  to  future  arguments,  it  would  be 
scarcely  requisite  to  do  so.  For  the  present,  it  is  sufficient 
to  assert  the  postulate,  leaving  its  confirmation  to  those 
various  instances  of  parental  and  providential  care  which 
form  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  my  future  remarks,  and 
without  a  strict  appreciation  of  which  we  can  not  realize 
sufficiently  the  immense  responsibility  which  rests  on  man 
virtue  of  his  character  as  a.  free  agent. 
In  the  investigation  of  this  or  any  other  matter  pertain- 
ing to  the  question  of  right  and  wrong,  it  is  as  erroneous 
as  it  is  impioiis  to  associate  with  the  subject  the  idea  of 
predestination.  At  the  threshold  of  our  argument  we 
nmst  realize  fairly  and  squarely  the  fact  of  man's  free 
ttgency  and  responsibility.  It  may  appear  to  some  that  I 
am  hei*e  laying  myself  open  to  the  charge  of  introducing 
extraneous  matter  into  my  argument;  but  in  reply  to 
those  who  enter  this  objection,  I  can  only  insist  that  a 
correct  estimate  of  the  j^osition  we  occupy  with  respect  to 
the  C  reator  is  absolutely  indispensable  to  a  proper  investi- 
gation of  the  siTbject  before  us ;  and  as  such  I  conceive  it 
to  be  of  the  highest  importance  just  at  this  particular 
phase  of  the  examination.  From  its  very  nature,  it  is  the 
^^arometer  which  determines  the  character  or  quality  of 
our  conception  in  every  respect,  and  like  the  universal 
presence  which  it  represents,  is  perpetually  present  in  our 
estimate  of  all  we  see  around  us;  while,  furthermore, 
according  to  the  inexorable  logic  which  establishes  the 
relation  between  causes  and  their  effects,  all  our  thoughts 
flow  from  it  as  their  common  source,  and  are  as  corstantly 
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Bubject  to  its  influence  as  the  sun,  moon,  earth,  and  stars 
are  to  the  laws  which  hold  and  govern  them,  in  their 
respective  orbits  and  positions. 

In  its  application  to  and  effect  on  human  character,  it  is 
not  an  arbitrary  difference  imposed  on  this  one  for  be- 
lieving one  thing,  and  on  that  one  for  believing  another, 
but  springs  from  the  essential  nature  of  man,  and  the 
conditions  which  surround  him.  To  such  an  extent  indeed 
does  this  truth  press  itself  on  the  reflective  mind,  that  it  is 
generally  accepted  as  a  safe  assumption  to  judge  of  the 
status  of  a  nation  according  to  the  characteristics  of  the 
God  they  worship.  And  this,  like  any  other  correct 
standard  of  truth,  is  as  perfect  in  its  application  to 
particulars  as  it  is  to  generals.  There  is  not  a  thought 
which  can  pass  through  the  human  mind  disconnected 
from  this  source,  for  though  the  immediate  force  of  its 
presence  is  dependent  on  the  nature  of  the  subject  on 
which  we  think,  yet  it  is  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent 
present  in  all,  the  more  especially  so  in  those  which,  like 
our  present  subject,  rise  into  the  higher  planes  of  life,  and 
are  necessarily  more  nearly  allied  to  our  impressions  in 
this  direction.  An  erroneous  view  of  such  an  important 
matter  unavoidably  leads  to  false  views  of  life,  false  views 
of  our  relations  one  to  another,  and  false  views  of  our 
destiny  both  here  and  hereafter.  The  line  of  reasoning 
which  starts  with  the  presumption  that  the  Almighty  is 
at  one  time  to  be  thought  of  as  a  tender  and  considerate 
father,  and  at  another  as  the  author  of  evil  and  unhappi- 
ness,  denies  to  him  in  the  very  train  of  the  argument  the 
consistency  of  perfection,  and  reduces  him  to  the  level  of 
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iuman  passion  and  caprice.  Not  so,  however,  the  man 
^ho  keeps  before  him  the  eternal  truth  that  the  design  of 
Ci'eation  is  the  formation  of  a  heaven  out  of  the  human 
**«ce.  It  lifts  him  above  the  mists  of  inconsistency  and 
"degrading  ideas  which  haunt  and  fetter  the  investigator 
on  the  lower  plane;  and  as  he  looks  abroad  upon  the 
Universe  he  sees  that  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  every 
living  being  depend  upon  an  observance  of  those  laws 
"^iiich  have  been  instituted  for  this  purpose.  So  long  as 
the  true  order  of  their  life  is  observed,  there  is  no  jar  in 
the  machinery,  and  all  things  move  on  to  this  end. 
Mature  is  perpetually  reminding  us  of  the  truth  of  this ; 
and  as  we  contemplate  her  under  the  various  aspects  in 
"\vhich  she  presents  herself,  it  must  indeed  be  an  obtuse 
intellect  which  fails  to  be  impressed  by  the  striking  con- 
trast which  exists  between  the  harmonious  operation  of 
her  laws  and  the  discord  and  confusion  so  visible  in  all 
that  relates  to  the  current  of  human  life.  But  it  may  be 
asked,  Is  the  cause  of  this  traceable  to  any  responsibility 
on  the  part  of  man  ?  In  answer  to  this,  I  most  emphati- 
cally 

pronounce  that  it  is;  for  whatever  our  individual 
opinions  may  be  on  the  subject  of  the  fall,  it  is  an  indis- 
putable fact  that  evil  and  falsity  constitute  large  com- 
ponent parts  of  our  present  spiritual  nature,  and  as  such 
stamp  their  impression  on  everything  in  the  world  by 
"^hich  we  are  surrounded. 

The  dictates  of  life  which  are  written  on  each  leaf  and 
flower  are  as  distinctly  observed  now  as  they  were  when 
first  the  earth  put  on  her  floral  robes  in  anticipation  of 
the  human  race.    Not  so,  however,  with  man.    As  far  as 
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he  is  concerned,  the  spectacle  is  indeed  a  sorry  one ;  and 
as  we  pause  in  our  examination  of  what  he  is  by  what  he 
was — or  at  least  what  we  have  the  highest  authority  for 
believing  that  he  was — the  sensation  is  one  of  the  deepest 
humiliation  and  regret.  Between  the  degrees  of  guilt 
.  which  ought  to  be  imputed  to  the  masculine  element,  as 
represented  by  Adam,  and  the  feminine,  as  represented  by 
Eve,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  dwell.  In  the  historical 
record  of  Genesis  the  woman  is  certainly  represented  as 
being  the  first  to  taste  of  the  "  forbidden  fruit ; "  but  as  a 
close  and  proper  examination  of  the  subject  tends  most 
conclusively  to  establish  the  belief  that  the  woman  is  used 
as  the  symbol  of  the  affections,  and  the  man  of  the  reason 
or  understanding,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  in  the  sacred 
narrative  the  part  which  is  assigned  to  and  represented 
by  woman  should  be  first  in  order.  With  the  majority,  I 
know  that  this  act  of  Eve's  has  been  frequently  held  up  as 
evidence  that  woman  is  responsible  for  the  ills  we  endure, 
while  a  few  writers,  such  as  St.  Ambrose,  have  considered 
the  man  more  inexcusable.  But  all  this  is  a  matter  of 
little  or  no  moment  to  the  subject  before  us.  For  our 
present  j^urpose  it  is  enough  that  we  should  deal  with 
facts  as  they  exist ;  while  we  direct  our  efforts  toward  the 
consummation  of  that  end  of  peacefulness  and  prosperity 
which  we  all  desire,  but  which  the  majority  of  us  prefer 
rather  to  dream  about  than  to  seek  for  in  a  consistent 
course  based  on  the  principles  of  divine  order.  And 
herein,  I  may  say,  lies  the  root  of  a  great  evil  which  we 
can  not  too  deeply  deplore  or  too  strongly  condemn. 
From  the  time  when  man  and  woman  first  felt  that  they 
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"  were  naked,"  it  has  always  been  the  peculiar  character- 
istic of  evil  to  delude  its  victims  by  representing  the 
penalty  of  indulgence  as  resulting  rather  from  an  arbitrary 
enactment  than  from  a  natural  and  universal  law  which 
no  power  can  set  aside ;  and  so,  to  a  very  great  extent,  is 
it  with  us  to-day.    As  a  rule,  we  do  not  realize  sufficiently 
that  error  hvevitahly  leads  to  disastrous  residts,  toliile  truth 
is  the  only  avenue  to  happiness ;  at  the  same  time  that 
the  cool  indifference  with  which  we  are  apt  to  attribute 
everything  to  chance  becomes  one  of  the  most  painful 
examples  of  the  slender  importance  which  we  attach  to 
Our  individuality.    Now,  to  any  thoughtful  mind,  it  must 
be  evident  that  this  requires  a  change.    In  the  examina- 
tion of  those  great  and  various  problems  of  human  life 
which  are  daily  coming  up  for  investigation,  it  is  not 
enough  that  we  content  ourselves  with  a  smattering  of  the 
I'eal  question  at  issue ;  while  we  enter  profusely  into  such 
irrelevant  matters,  as  whether  the  siege  of  Troy  was  an 
actual  event  or  a  myth,  surrounded  by  the  beauties  of 
Homeric  verse,  etc.      Clearly  and  unmistakably  our 
iiiinds  must  be  kept  upon  the  precise  analogy  which 
exists  between  the  natural  and  spiritual  worlds ;  and  as  in 
the  one  it  becomes  impossible  to  violate  any  law  without 
i"eaping  the  consequence,  so,  in  the  other,  the  connection 
between  cause  and  effect  is  absolute  and  inexorable.  And 
here  I  would  observe  that  it  will  be  well  for  us  to  keej^ 
this  fact  in  view  in  all  our  theories  of  social  polity  and 
Sexual  relationship.    From  the  prevailing  ignorance  which 
encircled  man  in  earlier  days,  and  clouded  his  vision  as  to 
the  properties  and  destiny  of  the  gentler  sex,  our  position 
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now  is  such  tliat  we  ought  to  be  enabled  to  behold  her  as 
the  fairest  flower  of  earth,  dependent  for  the  sweetness  of 
her  perfume  on  the  conditions  by  which  she  is  surrounded. 
In  the  predominant  obscurity  which  then  existed,  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at  that  women  shared  the  general  confu- 
sion. Now  this  condition  of  things  exists  no  longer.  In 
contrast  to  the  vast  beehive  of  industry  which  it  now  is, 
the  earth  in  those  days  was  little  more  than  an  unweeded 
garden,  with  its  resources  undiscovered ;  and  it  therefore 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  this  precious  flower 
participated  in  the  common  destiny  of  all  unavailable 
and  unrealized  utilities.  The  extenuating  circumstances, 
therefore,  which  we  are  warranted  in  allowing  to  them, 
are  by  no  means  applicable  to  ourselves ;  and  our  responsi- 
bilities are  in  proportion.  The  man  of  the  nineteenth 
century  has  outgrown  the  swaddling-clothes  of  infancy, 
and  exchanged  the  more  possibilities  of  intellect  for  those 
marvelous  attainments  in  science  which  characterize  the 
present  age. 

The  great  and  glorious  combination  of  the  stars, 
which  bewildered  the  infantile  mind  of  humanity,  and 
filled  it  with  the  superstitions  of  astrology,  now  opens 
up  before  the  maturer  and  more  rational  eye  in  all  the 
beauty  of  astronomy.  The  planets,  in  their  mighty 
revolutions,  are  no  longer  signs  and  omens  for  good  or 
evil,  but  worlds  which,  through  the  far-sighted  telescope, 
unfold  their  atmospheric  and  physical  conditions.  From 
"  caves,  nakedness,  and  sheepskins,"  man  has  risen  by  a 
succession  of  degrees  to  be  the  accomplished  designer  of 
magnificent  and  populous  cities ;  and  standing  by  his  side 
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fair  woman  casts  her  mantle  of  refinement  over  his  social 
relations,  making  him  both  happier,  wiser,  and  better 
according  as  she  is  appreciated. 

In  the  great  drama  of  the  universe  it  is  generally  con- 
ceded that  man  is  the  most  prominent  character  on  the 
^tage;  but  in  granting  this  concession  we  are  too  often 
^pt  to  undervalue  those  who  from  their  modesty  are  less 
perceptible  to  the  public  eye;  while  yet  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties,  like  the  vestal  virgins  of  old, 
they  keep  the  sacred  fires  forever  alive,  surrounding  our 
tomes  with  the  resplendent  sunshine  of  pure  and  loving 
Souls.  In  the  different  departments  of  nature  it  is  a  universal 
principle  that  the  object  she  seeks  to  attam  is  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  quality  of  the  materials  she  employs 
for  her  purpose ;  and  in  this  respect  men  and  women,  in 
the  law  of  their  adaptability  form  no  exception  to  this 
rule.  The  same  finger  of  Infinite  Wisdom  which  paints 
the  color  of  the  rose  and  guides  the  planets  in  their 
eourses,  has  so  formed  us  that  we  may  be  equal  to  con- 
sociation with  angels  while  we  perform  our  duties  on 
earth ;  the  consummation  of  this  depending  largely  on  the 
attention  we  give  to  those  cultivating  influences  with 
^vhich  Providence  has  surrounded  us.  It  is  culture  which 
has  elevated  us  from  the  barbarisms  of  the  past,  and  it  is 
a  eontinuance  of  and  an  advancement  in  it  which  rests  on 

as  the  share  of  our  responsibility  in  accomplishing  the 
end  for  which  the  world  was  created. 

By  culture,  however,  I  would  not  be  understood  to 
^nean  what  is  generally  construed  as  such,  but  which  is 
i^othing  more  than  that  superficial  air  of  politeness  which 
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induces  a  Frenchman  to  apologize  to  a  lamp-post  if  lie 
chance  to  run  against  it.  In  using  the  term,  I  employ  it 
as  being  more  expressive  than  any  other  of  the  various 
terms  generally  used  to  convey  the  idea  of  social,  moral, 
and  spiritual  development.  In  the  great  march  of 
progress  its  meaning  is  profound ;  and  as  such  I  trust  it 
will  be  interpreted  in  its  relation  to  the  subject  before  us. 
It  is  a  remarkable  feature  in  creation,  that  man  is  a 
progressive  animal,  while  the  lower  animals  are  stationary ; 
thus  illustrating  from  the  starting  point  of  observation 
that  he  has  a  different  destiny  before  him.  There  is  not 
an  animal  in  the  universe,  with  the  exception  of  man,  that 
is  not  born  into  the  direct  fulfillment  of  its  laws  of  life, 
and  enters  into  them  with  as  much  intelligence  imme- 
diately on  its  infant  entrance  into  the  world  as  it  does  at 
mature  age.  A  wolf,  or  a  dog,  and  a  fox  are  as  much  a 
wolf,  a  dog,  or  a  fox  when  nursing  from  their  mothers  as 
they  ever  are  afterward,  and  are  to-day  no  higher  in  the 
scale  of  existence  than  they  were  three  thousand  years 
ago ;  while  man,  from  the  helpless  infant  and  ignorant 
child,  who  has  not  sufficient  instinct  to  avoid  the  fire 
because  it  will  burn,  rises  after  a  time  to  the  power  of  an 
intellectual  giant,  measuring  tne  velocity  of  light,  the 
distance  of  the  stars,  and  the  density  of  the  planets. 
Now,  to  a  thoughtful  mind,  this  is  surely  a  striking  con- 
trast, and  presents  a  marked  difference  between  the 
animal  kingdom  and  the  human  race  which  it  is  well  to 
bear  in  mind.  I  am  aware  that  some  naturalists  claim  to 
find  evidences  of  capabilities  for  improvement  in  the 
animal  creation ;  but  however  true  this  may  be  in  some 


MAN   AND  WOMAN. 


21 


respects,  there  is  yet  an  unmistakable  line  drawn  between 
that  kingdom  and  man.  There  is  an  im^^assable  barrier 
beyond  which  the  animal,  however  fully  and  perfectly 
developed,  can  not  go.  Man,  on  the  contrary,  is  capable 
of  being  ever  onward  in  his  movements  toward  a  higher 
state  of  perfection,  ascending  as  we  sometimes  see  him  to 
the  summit  of  those  mountains  where  he  sees  the  universe 
as  the  mirror  of  God, — all  things  being  specially  adapted 
to  the  xxses  they  are  called  upon  to  perform.  From  this 
eminence  he  sees  that  nature's  laws  are  constant,  uni- 
versal, and  imperative ;  expecting  nothing  more  from  any- 
thing than  it  is  capable  of  performing.  Rising  as  it  were 
from  the  wonders  of  the  mineral  kingdom  to  the 
mysterious  laws  of  the  vegetable,  and  from  that  through 
the  animal,  to  his  own  domain,  he  at  length  reaches  that 
point  where  the  old  Grecian  adage,  "Know  thyself," 
presses  upon  him  with  a  tremendous  importance. 

And  this,  as  I  intend  it  should  be  conveyed,  is  the  true 
philosophy  of  culture.  Of  course  it  is  not  to  be  presumed, 
after  the  varied  experience  the  world  has  had,  that  the 
force  of  this  law  can  be  appreciated  simultaneously  in  all 
communities,  although  it  is  certainly  incumbent  on  all. 
In  some  there  are  traditionary  customs  which  offer  serious 
resistance  to  the  expansion  and  cultivation  of  our  indi- 
vidual powers,  while  in  others  there  are  influences  of  a 
toore  or  less  injurious  nature  which  need  first  be  removed, 
^hat,  however,  shall  we  say  to  ourselves  in  this  respect  ? 
It  has  been  remarked  that  "the  great  incubus  which 
overlays  the  destinies  of  the  East  is  its  withered  supersti- 
tions."   Are  we  weighed  down  by  any  similar  hindrance  ? 
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Not  in  the  slightest.  As  a  nation,  we  pride  ourselves  on 
the  favorable  conditions  which  are  offered  to  the  onward 
progress  of  humanity,  and  our  responsibilities  are  exactly 
in  proportion.  Let  us  therefore  look  to  it  that  our  work 
be  faithfully  done  in  every  department,  remembering 
as  we  should  that  the  subject  with  which  we  are  at 
present  called  upon  to  deal  is  one  of  the  most  important 
which  falls  within  our  sphere  of  thought  and  action.  The 
immeasurable  wisdom  which  places  man  and  woman  side, 
by  side  in  this  world,  and  gives  to  each  its  own  peculiar 
and  distinctive  quality,  points  in  its  design  to  a  higher, 
purer,  and  nobler  end  than  the  mere  accomplishment  of  a 
feverish  circle  of  a  few  short  years. 

Humanity  is  to  live  forever ;  and  men  and  women  in 
every  act  they  do  are  contributing  something  toward  a 
formation  that  has  no  end.  The  little  child  who  casts  his 
pebble  in  the  stream,  sends  off  his  circling  rills  he  knows 
not  where ;  and  so  it  is  with  us  in  life.  There  is  an  ever- 
flowing  stream  which,  carrying  forward  our  thoughts, 
drops  here  and  there  a  seed  along  the  shores  which  bound 
it  in  its  course,  and  these  in  turn  becoming  either  flowers 
fair  and  beautiful  to  the  view,  with  sweet  incense  as  their 
perfume,  or  on  the  other  hand,  mere  poisonous  weeds 
whose  exhalations  are  like  the  deadly  nightshade.  As  I 
have  already  hinted  in  the  preceding  portion  of  this  chap- 
ter, there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  compromise  between  good 
and  evil  tendencies  ;  and  any  state  of  society  which  seeks 
for  advancement  without  attending  to  this  fact  is  in  its 
position  not  unlike  a  man  who  cultivates  his  garden  simul- 
taneously with  weeds  and  flowers.    It  is  idle  in  the  ex- 


MAN  AND  WOMAN. 


23 


treme  to  promise  ourselves  improvement  in  the  future 
unless  we  so  cultivate  the  present  as  to  warrant  the  ex- 
pectation. The  future  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  an 
c^iFect,  of  which  the  present  is  the  cause  ;  and  until  this  is 
fairly  realized,  we  are  sadly  wanting  in  those  first  princi- 
ples which  form  the  essential  elements  of  every  regenera- 
tive process.  All  around  us  we  can  see  the  operation  of 
this  law,  the  responsibilities  for  its  effects  lying  at  our 
Very  doors.  "  Whether  those  who  are  to  come  after  us 
shall  have  every  advantage  to  arm  and  strengthen  them- 
selves against  the  influence  of  evil,  depends  in  a  large  de- 
gree on  the  conduct  of  the  generation  which  precedes  them 
in  the  family  circle,  or  the  wider  sphere  of  the  community 
wherein  they  dwell."  And  so  it  is  with  the  much-vexed 
question  of  sexviality  and  its  attendant  responsibilities, 
qualifications,  etc.  "  Civilization,"  it  has  been  said,  "  has 
a  wonderful  faculty  for  altering  and  confounding  the  nat- 
ural conditions  of  existence,"  and  verily  it  would  appear 
as  if  we  are  threatened  with  this  evil  (upon  this  question) 
in  a  very  aggravated  form.  On  the  one  hand,  there  are 
Some  men  who  gravely  assert  that  women  are  incapable 
of  self-government,  or  indeed  of  any  share  in  the  serious 
Concerns  of  life.  On  the  other,  there  are  many  men  and 
"^'omen  who  quite  as  sagely  set  it  down  tliat  women  are 
Competent  for  everything.  As  a  consequence  of  this,  both 
extremes  are  of  course  wrong  ;  and  happy  indeed  will  the 
Writer  think  himself  should  he  have  reason  to  believe  that 
anything  he  may  say  in  the  succeeding  chapters  will  so  far 
tofluence  readers  of  either  sex  as  to  induce  them  to  give 
to  their  distinctive  qualities  and  attributes  as  men  and 
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women^  that  consideration  which  can  alone  guide  us  in  the 
solution  of  all  problems  bearing  on  social  polity. 

"  Self-reverent  each,  and  reverencing  each, 
Distinct  in  individualities  ; 
But  like  each  other,  e'en  as  those  who  love. 
Then  comes  the  statelier  Eden  hack  to  men ; 
Then  reign  the  world's  great  bridals,  chaste  and  calm ; 
Then  springs  the  crowning  race  of  human  kind," 
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IHE  numerous  instances  of  adaptation  and  desisjn  wliich. 


~^  greet  the  eye  of  the  observer  as  he  gazes  on  the 
material  world,  are  among  the  most  powerful  and  con- 
vincing testimonies  that  the  universe  is  but  "an  effect 
■R^hose  cause  is  God."  Everywhere  there  are  traces 
■Unmistakably  declaring  the  presence  of  that  wisdom 
^hich  alone  could  have  conceived  and  perfected  the 
glorious  system  embracing  such  a  multiplicity  of  organiza- 
tion, each  perfect  in  itself,  and  all  supremely  perfect  in 
their  relationship  to  each  other.  Far  back  among  the  ages 
of  the  past,  geology  lifts  her  voice  in  testimony  to  those 
correlative  forms  which  have  from  time  to  time  existed  on 
Our  planet.  From  the  very  cradle  of  creation,  as  it  were, 
"^e  perceive  the  finger  of  the  Almighty  pointing  all  things 
^■0  their  specific  adaptation,  and  leading  them  thereby  into 
^he  fulfillment  of  their  respective  destinies. 

The  earth  from  its  incipient  state  has  been  a  written 
record  of  adaptations  and  unity  of  design,  speaking  to 
as  it  does  in  its  own  j^OAverful  language  through  its 
siiccessive  stages  of  development,  until  it  reaches  ita 
Crowning  jjoint  in  the  formation  of  the  human  race.  In. 
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no  instance  during  the  entire  march  of  progression  do  we 
lack  ilkistrations  of  a  supreme  Power  always  operating 
toward  the  preservation  and  happiness  of  its  created 
objects.  Nowhere  is  the  system  wanting  in  those  features 
deservedly  characterizing  it  as  an  expression  in  natural 
images  of  the  Divine  Mind. 

According  to  the  same  method  of  order  and  procedure 
toward  a  specific  end,  that  "the  Eternal  Sovereign 
arranges  a  solar  or  astral  system,  or  causes  oceans  to 
form,  and  continents  and  islands  to  rise  and  fall,"  does  he 
call  into  existence  the  slender  little  violet  which  smiles 
to-day  beneath  an  April  sky,  and  to-morrow  is  no  more. 
There  is  design  and  wisdom  everywhere ;  and  everything 
from  adaj^tation  takes  its  character.  The  great  and 
glorious  system  which  we  call  nature  forms  one  perfect 
plan;  and  in  that  comprehensive  field  is  man.  Nothing 
is  out  of  order,  nothing  is  faulty;  and  nature  with  a 
universal  voice  proclaims  that  all  things  in  creation 
represent  successive  stages  of  the  earth's  returning  to  her 
heaven.  First  we  perceive  the  faint  and  far-cast  shadow 
of  the  divine  life  represented  to  us  through  the  medium 
of  the  mineral  world  ;  next  comes  the  vegetable,  in  which 
its  brilliancy  shines  clearer  through  the  various  combina- 
tions of  color;  again  the  animal,  in  which  it  is  brighter 
yet ;  and  lastly  man,  in  whom  the  three  preceding  cul- 
minate, stamping  him  as  the  great  converging  point  in 
which  the  circle  makes  its  revolution  perfect.  And  at 
this  juncture  it  is  that  we  come  to  the  immediate  dealing 
with  our  present  subject.  Kising  from  the  undisturbed 
systems  of  adaptation  which  characterize  the  material 
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world,  the  question  which  natixrally  presses  upon  us  is  the 
necessity  of  determining  how  far  the  same  rule  is 
applicable  to  the  human  race.  At  the  threshold  of  this 
Consideration  much  that  is  essential  to  a  correct  knowledge 
of 

ourselves  and  our  destinies  presents  itself  to  us. 

If  our  views  as  to  the  laws  of  adaptation  which  govern 
the  material  world  are  correct,  it  surely  speaks  for  itself 
that  there  should  be  no  break  in  the  chain  when  we  rise 
to  the  consideration  of  ourselves  as  moi  and  iDomen.  It 
is  not  in  accordance  with  a  just  idea  of  the  Divine 
procedure  that  it  should  be  so;  and  any  theory  which 
Supposes  it,  tends  seriously  to  invert  the  ultimation  of 
those  laws  of  order  so  generally  apparent  in  other  dkec- 
tions.  Adaptation  and  design  constituting  as  they  do  the 
liiain  charactei-istics  of  the  entire  A^olume  of  creation, 
ttiust  of  necessity  enter  into  those  conditions  by  which 
iiiau  as  a  component  part  of  the  system  is  surrounded. 

Strictly  speaking,  this  is  so  in  each  and  all  of  the  most 
iiiinute  circumstances  connected  with  his  laws  of  life ;  but 
in  none  is  it  more  obvio\isly  requisite  than  in  the  examina- 
tion of  that  great  principle  which  divides  the  human  race 
i'lto  two  sexes,  separate  and  independent  in  appearance, 
^nt  beautifully  conjoined  and  interdependent  in  those 
inner  and  higher  principles  of  life  consequent  on  their 
existence  as  human  beings.  On  a  cursory  glance  toward 
this  remarkable  feature  of  the  Divine  economy,  it 
niay  perhaps  be  that  we  are  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
admiration  for  its  utility  and  adaptation  merely  on  a 
Natural  plane ;  but  this  is  by  far  too  partial  a  view,  and 
fails  entirely-  to  realize  the  comprehensiveness  of  the 
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design.  If  we  desire  to  familiarize  ourselves  with  the 
true  principles  involved  in  our  sexual  distinctiveness,  it 
will  never  do  for  us  to  rest  contented  with  a  glance  at 
those  consequences  of  a  material  character  arising  from 
a  dilFerence  of  formation  and  constitutional  appositeness. 
In  this  respect  there  is  certainly  a  powerful  example 
afforded  us  of  the  provision  which  nature  makes  for  the 
preservation  and  j)erpetuity  of  her  works,  and  in  this 
sense  it  is  worthy  of  our  highest  admiration.  But  heyond 
this  there  are  higher  features  of  the  distinction,  an 
intimacy  with  which  tends  far  more  to  enlighten  our 
views  as  to  the  real  circumstances  of  our  relationship 
than  any  knowledge,  however  accurate  it  may  be,  which 
we  may  possess  concerning  our  physical  differences  and 
capabilities.  As  the  first  step  toward  an  acquaintance 
with  those  laws  which  govern  our  relations,  it  is  im- 
portant perhaps  to  begin  on  a  natural  plane ;  hut  in  doing 
this  it  is  well  for  us  to  remember  that  there  are  other 
considerations  connected  with  the  subject  which  are  of 
far  more  importance  to  us. 

By  all  means  let  us  understand  as  far  as  possible  the 
precise  features  which  separate  us  physically  into  the  two 
classes  known  respectively  as  male  and  female ;  btit  let 
us  at  the  same  time  endeavor  to  realize  the  interior  and 
essential  elements  of  difference  which  enter  into  and 
express  themselves  in  these  corresponding  physical  forma- 
tions. 

'  Certainly  it  will  be  admitted,  by  any  who  think 
seriously  on  the  subject,  that  there  must  be  spiritual 
forces  constantly  at  work,  the  operations  of  which  de-r 
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termine  in  their  appropriate  seasons  the  sexuality  of  those 
germs  which,  though  commencing  from  an  almost  imper- 
ceptible embryo,  are  destined  as  heirs  to  immortality. 

In  my  opening  remarks  of  this  chapter,  I  have 
endeavored  to  elucidate  two  propositions  which  are 
essential  to  a  knowledge  of  ourselves:  first,  that  the 
Universe  is  one  great  design,  in  which  all  things  perform 
their  respective  duties  according  to  a  perfect  and  harmoni- 
ous mode  of  action ;  and,  secon'i,  that  the  end  which  the 
Ci'eator  has  in  view  is  "  the  formation  of  a  heaven  out  of 
the  human  race," 

The  first  of  these,  I  think  I  may  venture  to  assume,  is 
tolerably  clear  to  most  minds ;  but  with  respect  to  the 
Second,  I  am  afraid  there  are  few,  very  few,  who  really 
and  truly  look  out  upon  the  boundless  fields  of  creation 
Under  a  sense  of  its  truth  and  importance. 

In  those  instances  where  we  confine  ourselves  to  a  con- 
sideration of  the  lower  forms  of  life,  the  absence  of  this 
^'ll-important  element  in  our  thoughts  may  to  a  certain 
extent  be  pardonable ;  but  when  it  devolves  upon  us  (as 
in  the  present  case)  to  examine  into  those  conditions 
'^hich  establish  our  adaptabilities  to  each  other  as  men 
and  women,  it  must  be  evident  how  requisite  it  is  for  us 
to  approach  the  subject  under  a  due  sense  of  its  influence. 

The  adaptability  which  makes  itself  apparent  to  us  on 
tile  material  plane  of  life  is  hardly  more  than  the  dim 
foreshadowing  of  that  which  exists  on  the  spiritual,  and 
"^hich  really  is  the  feature  in  which,  as  immortal  beings, 
"vve  are  most  interested.  As  a  general  principle,  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  human  family  presents  evidences  of  a 
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higher  destiny  tlian  a  merely  animal  existence;  yet^ 
strange  to  say,  there  are  few  of  us  who  ever  make  the 
slightest  effort  to  familiarize  ourselves  with  the  indica- 
tions pointing  in  this  direction.  Surely,  however,  the 
simple  acquiescence  in  a  generally  accepted  sentiment 
does  not  form  the  boundary  of  our  capabilities  in  this  re- 
spect. Far  otherwise ;  for  as  the  summit  of  all  wisdom  is 
a  knowledge  of  ourselves,  and  as  the  attainment  of  this 
end  is  at  least  partially  within  our  reach,  it  becomes  us  to 
seek  it  with  all  the  persistency  requisite  to  the  perform- 
ance of  an  important  duty.  In  our  endeavors  to  realize 
"  a  consummation  so  devoutly  to  be  wished,"  it  is  of 
course  to  be  admitted  that  there  may  be  much  which  will 
remain  unperceived,  while  that  which  is  discerned  may  be 
only  j)artially  understood.  There  is,  it  is  true,  no  such 
thing  as  an  instantaneous  transition  from  the  darkness  of 
error  to  the  sunshine  of  wisdom ;  but  there  is  such  a  thing 
as  a  gradual  enlightenment,  which  follows  as  a  rcAvard  all 
earnest  efforts  in  the  cause  of  truth. 

Under  all  circumstances,  the  prosecution  of  every  im- 
portant inqixiry  is  attended  with  difficulties  of  various  de- 
grees, and  in  our  present  purpose  Ave  are  favored  with  no 
exception  to  this  general  rule.  The  firmament  which  sur- 
rounds us  as  spiritual  beings,  has  for  many  years  been 
overshadowed  by  the  clouds  of  falsity ;  and  though  from 
time  to  time  first  one  star  has  peeped  forth,  and  then  an- 
other, we  are  yet  very  far  from  attaining  that  state  in 
which  we  shall  realize  the  actuality  of  spiritual  laws  as 
distinctly  as  we  do  the  presence  of  natural.  As  a  serious 
hindrance  to  anything  we  may  seek  for  concerning  our- 
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selves  in  tliis  respect,  we  are  fettered  by  many  unfavor- 
able conditions,  among  which  the  most  j^i'ominent  is 
perhaps  the  melancholy  fact  that  we  have  not  as  yet  out- 
grown the  sentiment  of  a  gross  materialism  which  has 
come  down  to  us  as  a  heritage  of  the  past. 

Verbally^  men  have  for  some  time  admitted  that  they 
possess  an  immortal  as  well  as  a  mortal  nature;  but 
feally  they  have  regarded  everything  from  a  sensual 
standpoint.  Matter  with  them  has  been  an  actuality  be- 
cause they  could  see  it,  feel  it,  smell  it,  and  taste  it ;  while 
the  term  spirit  has  suggested  notliing  but  a  vague  idea 
concerning  an  unsubstantial  essence  without  the  proper- 
ties of  either  substance  or  form.  The  senses  which  we 
possess  in  common  with  the  animals  have  been  the  um- 
pires to  which  appeal  has  been  made ;  and  thus  we  have 
gradually  become  the  victims  of  that  bondage  which  shuts 
our  eyes  to  everything  beyond  the  limitations  of  a  sensual 
perception.  The  inherent  consciousness  of  a  future  state, 
"^diich  is  implanted  within  the  breast  of  every  human  be- 
ing, instead  of  increasing  in  brilliancy  and  illumining 
■with  its  beauty  our  every  thought,  has  rather  declined 
into  a  pale  and  flickering  light,  struggling  for  existence 
Iseneath  a  damp  and  unhealthy  atmosphere.  "  Eat,  drink, 
and  be  merry,"  is  the  maxim  of  a  sensual  world ;  and  thus 
It  is  that  in  the  aggregate  we  grow  from  infancy  to  man- 
liood  without  the  slightest  glimmer  of  knowledge  as  to 
onr  real  position  in  the  great  and  glorious  system  of  crea- 
tion.   ISTow,  surely,  this  is  not  the  fulfillment  of  our  duty ! 

To  appreciate  the  fullness  of  our  destiny,  it  is  requisite 
for  us  to  realize  the  fact  that  we  are  really  spiritual  he- 
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ijigs,  possessing  a  material  body  merely  as  an  adaj)tation 
to  our  temporary  sojourn  in  the  material  world.  By 
liolding  fast  to  this  important  truth,  we  enter  more  and 
more  into  a  consciousness  of  the  supremacy  of  spirit  over 
matter,  and  thereby  free  ourselves  from  the  erroneous 
0];)inion  that  the  material  body  is  the  man,  while  his  soul 
is  simply  a  sort  of  myth,  destitute  of  every  quality  requi- 
site to  existence  and  individuality. 

3fen  and  women  are  essentially  spiritual  beings  ;  and 
it  is  idle  for  us  to  rest  our  considerations  respecting  them 
on  any  other  basis.  In  every  investigation,  whatever  its 
nature  may  be,  it  is  an  indispensable  condition  that  we 
have  at  least  one  fixed  and  decided  principle  by  which  to 
regulate  the  multiplicity  of  thoughts  which  naturally 
enter  into  the  process  of  research ;  and  in  the  present  in- 
stance the  requisition  is  as  strictly  imperative. 

In  contradistinction  to  the  popular  opinion  which  regards 
all  things  concerning  us  from  a  material  point  of  view,  we 
must  recognize  the  fundamental  fact  that  it  is  our  spiritual 
nature  which  constitutes  us  human  beings,  giving  to  each 
his  or  her  own  peculiar  individuality,  and  entering  into 
and  determining  the  extent  and  quality  of  those  adapta- 
tions which  constitute  the  cohesive  principles  of  society. 

Beyond  all  other  considerations  we  should  recognize 
sexuality  as  a  spiritual  as  well  as  a  natural  provision ;  its 
influences  rising  into  the  higher  planes  of  our  life,  and 
producing  those  effects  which  result  in  our  interior  joys 
and  pleasures;  while  (in  accordance  with  the  principle 
developed  in  the  preceding  portion  of  this  chapter)  it 
affords  us  one  of  the  most  beautiful  illustrations  we  have 
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of  the  Divine  regard  for  our  hai^piness.  Commencing  our 
observations  from  the  early  stage  of  chiklhood,  and  fol- 
lowing in  the  channel  of  thought  each  successive  stage  of 
our  development,  it  can  hardly  fail  to  appear  to  us  how 
strongly  this  is  the  case.  In  our  common  intercourse,  it 
is  perhaj)s  diiiicult  for  us  to  appreciate  this  truth  in  all  its 
fullness ;  but  this  by  no  means  denies  the  fact  of  its  exist- 
ence. 

Here,  as  in  other  instances,  we  are  stvipefied  by  that 
gross  sensuality  which  fetters  our  thoughts  and  makes 
humanity  appear  a  wandering  outcast,  far  removed  from 
everything  like  a  paternal  care.  This,  however,  is  far  from 
being  correct.  Humanity  is  not  an  outcast  or  an  orphan 
thrown  upon  a  bleak  and  cheerless  world  without  a 
father's  tender  care.  To  those  who  please  to  make  it  so, 
It  is  certainly  j)ossible  for  them  to  so  far  engross  them- 
selves in  sensuousness  as  to  render  this  apparently  the 
case ;  but  does  it  make  Apollo  shine  the  less  because  the 
mole  being  buried  in  the  earth  can  find  no  pleasure  in  his 
beams  ?  Experience  gives  the  answer ;  and  so  it  is  with 
I'espect  to  our  perception  of  that  spiritual  light  with  which, 
as  immortal  beings,  we  are  surrounded.  To  all  appear- 
ances, the  animal-minded  and  the  spiritual-minded  man 
exist  in  the  same  atmosphere ;  but  a  little  reflection  will 
l>e  sufficient  to  show  us  that  the  appearance  is  a  fallacy ; 
for  while  the  one  goes  forth  in  society,  viewing  everything 
through  a  sensual  medium,  the  other  rises  above  the  con- 
trol of  his  animal  appetites,  holding  communion  in  a  purer 
■^orld  of  thought.  As  far  as  the  natural  eye  can  discern, 
both  men  are  confined  to  the  same  sphere  of  action,  but 
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really  they  are  as  far  asunder  as  the  poles.  Each,  it  is 
true,  enters  into  his  social  intercourse  under  similar  condi- 
tions ;  but  no  sooner  do  they  proceed  upon  their  journey 
than  their  internal  elements  of  character  seek  to  ultimate 
themselves  in  corresponding  forms  of  outward  expression. 

According  to  the  inexorable  logic  which  binds  the 
cause  to  its  effect,  the  sensual  man  perpetually  generates 
an  atmosphere  in  which  all  things  appear  distorted,  gross, 
and  impure,  seeing  as  he  does  every  woman  in  the  same 
light,  and  this  as  a  utensil  designed  for  animal  gratifica- 
tion. With  him  the  atmosphere  becomes  charged  with 
loathsome  miasmata ;  and  in  the  end  when,  satiated  in  his 
base  desires,  he  enters  on  the  winter  of  old  age,  it  is  a  sight 
most  truly  sad  to  see  him  tottering  to  the  grave  with 
words  of  lust  yet  on  his  lips,  and  vulgar  commentaries  his 
only  estimate  of  that  confiding  and  affectionate  being 
whose  smile  was  meant  to  be  a  sweet,  soft  influence  en- 
chaining our  hearts  and  lifting  us  into  the  realms  of  love. 

Precisely  the  op230site  of  this  is  the  experience  of  the 
spiritual-minded  man.  True  to  the  dictates  of  his  interior 
quality,  his  associations  with  the  female  sex  are  based  upon 
the  principles  of  Divine  order,  and  as  he  gazes  down  into 
the  depths  of  maidenhood's  expressive  eyes,  a  world  of 
thought  is  opened  np  before  him.  In  sunshine  and  in 
cloud  he  perceives  that  there  is  a  something  in  the  feminine 
soul  which  renders  it  to  a  remarkable  degree  the  helpmate 
of  man.  Woman  to  him  stands  pre-eminently  beautiful 
among  the  many  adaptations  which  crowd  the  universe, 
expanding  more  and  more  in  the  loveliness  of  her  charac- 
ter the  more  rigidly  he  examines  into  the  nature  of  her 
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relations  to  us.  As  lie  proceeds  from  infancy  to  old  age, 
the  adaptabilities  which  Heaven  has  ordained  become 
more  apparent ;  and  whether  he  regards  her  as  the  pure 
and  blushing  maiden  scattering  roses  in  the  path  of  youth, 
or  the  maturer  woman  in  her  sphere  of  wife  and  mother, 
there  still  appears  the  same  immeasurable  wisdom  which 
has  made  her  so. 

True  it  certainly  is,  that  if  we  confine  ourselves  to  out- 
ward aj^pearances,  the  male  and  female  principles  may 
seem  to  represent  perfectly  independent  entities ;  but  a 
little  thought  will  show  us  that  there  is  manifest  at  every 
stage  of  our  contact  with  each  other  a  perpetual  effort 
toward  conjunction,  thus  verifying  the  fact  that  the  true 
system  of  our  adaj^tability  rests  upon  a  si^iritual  basis. 
From  this  it  is  that  love,  with  its  succession  of  delights, 
proceeds;  the  soul  of  woman  feasting  on  the  masculine 
properties  of  manhood,  while  we  in  turn  are  captivated  by 
those  charms  which  emanate  from  her  peculiar  constitution 
as  the  great  refiner  of  society. 

Are  we  in  childhood's  haj^py  hours  roaming  yet  beneath 
a  morning  sky,  and  trampling  in  our  merry  sport  the 
flowers  as  they  fall  in  our  way  ?  Simj^le  as  this  seems, 
even  here,  although  our  infantile  minds  are  barely  more 
than  possibilities,  the  germs  of  an  inherent  adaptation 
enter  into  our  little  joys,  tincturing  the  rose  with  a  more 
delicate  hue.  A  little  farther  on,  and  as  we  pass  from 
childhood  to  the  stage  of  youth,  the  operation  of  the  law 
becomes  more  evident,  manifesting  itself  as  it  does  in  the 
awakening  of  those  susceptibilities  which  render  this 
season  of  our  life  so  beautifully  ideal  and  sensitive.  From 
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their  incipient  state  in  childhood's  earlier  hours  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  spiritual  natvire  now  begin  to  open  up  into 
a  more  perfect  consciousness  of  their  existence;  and  as 
they  stretch  their  delicate  tendrils  to  the  light,  we  feel 
more  forcibly  the  operation  of  that  mighty  influence 
which  emanates  from  sexuality.  The  life  within  us  has 
begun  to  move,  and  in  its  efforts  toward  development  it 
seeks  for  a  responsive  instrument  as  its  companion  in  the 
journey  of  progression.  At  first  a  whisper  it  may  be, 
but  soon  the  gentle  surgings  of  the  soul  approach  that 
state  when  nature  is  more  resolute  in  her  demands,  and  in 
the  aspirations  of  a  ripening  youth  our  thoughts  and 
feelings  seek  perpetually  for  the  echo  of  their  own 
awakening  music. 

Around  us  everywhere  a  world  of  beauty  meets  the 
eye,  but  in  our  inner  life  there  is  a  something  which 
desires  more  than  matter  in  its  fairest  forms  can  give; 
and  this,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  is  a  sensation  to  which 
each  sex  is  liable,  entering  quite  as  much  into  the  one  as 
the  other,  and  expressing  itself  in  that  reciprocal  feeling 
which  has  existed  from  time  immemorial,  and  which  will 
last  as  long  as  men  and  women  live.  As  searchers  after 
truth  it  matters  not  to  which  of  the  sexes  we  direct  our 
attention.  Each  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  its  life 
unfolds  itself  to  our  view,  offering  us  the  key-note  to  our 
subject  from  the  inscription  on  its  pages ;  for  whether  we 
approach  the  blushing  maiden  as  she  sits  beside  some 
gentle  stream,  and  sees  its  dancing  waves  as  they  reflect 
her  thoughts  and  send  the  sunshine  back  again  to  heaven, 
or  whether  we  propose  a  notice  of  the  sanguine  youth 
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who  enters  with  a  cloudless  brow  into  the  arena  of  a 
dubioxis  life,  the  same  important  truth  appears.  Apart 
they  seem  to  be,  but  really  they  are  bound  together  by 
an  invisible  bond,  Avhich  ultimates  in  those  first  dreams  of 
love  peculiar  to  the  morning  of  our  life.  The  fair 
embodiment  which  represents  the  female  principle  can 
sing  no  song  but  that  of  love — an  ideal  love,  'tis  true ; 
but  still  she  sings  it  o'er  and  o'er  again,  and  everything 
responds  to  her,  because  her  thoughts  are  pure  and  holy. 
Unsullied  by  the  contact  with  a  guilty  world,  she  is  truly 
a  mighty  power  in  the  universe ;  and  as  the  star  upon  her 
forehead  sweetly  shines  with  virtvie's  light,  he  is  a  man 
most  truly  wise  who  can  in  her  true  quality  appreciate 
and  take  her  to  his  bosom  as  the  companion  of  his  life. 

And  so  it  would  be  possible  in  the  whole  range  of  our 
experience  to  discern  the  operation  of  this  great  principle 
of  reciprocity  and  adaptation.  As  regards  the  durability 
of  this  relationship,  I  am  very  well  aware  that  the 
question  of  sex  in  the  future  life  has  been  gravely  doubted 
by  many  eminent  authorities ;  but  really  I  can  not  con- 
ceive how  a  supposition  so  grossly  irrational  could  ever 
have  originated.  True,  it  may  be  that  during  the  more 
infantile  period  of  the  human  race,  circumstances  may 
have  existed  which  precluded  the  possibility  of  realizing 
fully  the  immutability  and  indestructibility  of  sex;  but 
to  account  for  the  peculiar  notions  in  this  respect  which 
induced  even  Plato  to  assume  that  it  would  be  sufficient 
punishment  for  a  man  who  had  not  performed  his  duties 
in  this  world  to  -be  compelled  to  visit  it  again  under  the 
degraded  form  of  woman,  would  require  a  stretch  of 
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ingenuity  of  wliich  I  confess  myself  altogether  incapable. 
In  tlie  economy  of  life  the  circumstance  of  sex  is  not 
an  accident  or  a  mere  whimsical  caprice  on  the  part  of 
nature,  but  a  fundamental  principle  running  through  the 
whole  universe;  and  as  such  it  can  not  be  too  heartily 
appreciated  in  its  relationship  to  the  higher  planes  of  our 
existence.  St.  Augustine  was  without  doubt  perfectly 
sincere  when  he  suggested,  that  as  sex  was  an  accident^ 
and  not  a  fault,  that  therefore  the  "  fair  defect "  may  be 
remedied  in  the  future  life  by  the  merging  of  the  feminine 
nature  into  the  masculine,  or,  in  other  words,  by  trans- 
forming woman  into  man. 

But  let  us  see  how  this  strikes  us  in  the  present  day. 
In  the  formation  of  beings  whose  inheritance  is  immor- 
tality, can  there  be  such  a  thing  as  accident  f  Scarcely 
any  thoughtful  mind  will  venture  to  answer  in  the 
affirmative.  As  the  most  essential  element  in  all  our 
hypotheses  concerning  life  and  its  various  surroundings, 
it  has  been  already  asserted  in  the  preceding  portion  of 
this  chapter,  that  the  evidences  of  adaptation  and  design, 
which  eveiywhere  present  themselves,  are  among  the 
most  beautiful  and  convincing  testimonies  that  the  uni- 
verse is  but  "  an  elfect  whose  cause  is  God ; "  and  to  this 
I  would  again  direct  pai'ticular  attention.  If  we  can 
carry  ourselves  for  an  instant  in  imagination  to  that  time 
when  first  the  Omnipotent  mandate  said,  "  Let  there  be 
light,"  and  nature,  beautiful  in  her  robes  of  virgin  purity, 
sprang  responsive  to  the  Divine  command;  and  reason 
forward  to  the  present  time,  it  will  be  apparent  that  no- 
where is  accident  or  chance  discoverable.    The  existence 
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of  a  Supreme  Being,  I  will  admit,  for  argument  sake,  to 
be  an  assumption ;  but  "  can  a  man  walk  this  earth  so 
manifestly  prepared  for  his  abode,  enjoy  its  beauties, 
analyze  its  mysteries,  and  "  not  feel  that  there  is  a  benevo- 
lent Power  directing  all  things  ?  "  "  Can  a  man  look  upon 
these  heavens,  measure  the  distance,  the  density,  the 
capacity  of  each  star,  prescribe  the  motions  of  the 
planets,  and  summon  to  light  new  worlds  to  explain  the 
aberrations  of  the  old,  and  not  feel  that  there  is  a  hand 
divine  that  binds  the  sweet  influences  of  Pleiades  and 
looses  the  bands  of  Orion,  that  brings  forth  Mazzaroth  in 
his  season,  and  guides  Arcturus  with  his  sons  ?  Shall  a 
man  look  upon  himself  and  behold  how  fearfully  and 
wonderfully  he  is  made,  and  not  know  that  he  is  God's 
workmanship  ?  Shall  he  make  a  watch,  and  not  perceive 
that  a  superior  intelligence  must  have  made  the  delicate 
organ  that  keeps  time  in  his  own  breast  ?  Shall  he  make 
a  telescope,  and  not  perceive  how  much  higher  skill  was 
requisite  to  make  the  eye  which  he  so  rudely  imitates, 
and  without  which  his  telescope  would  be  a  worthless 
tube  of  tin  ?  Shall  he  imagine  that  matter  has  done  for 
itself  what  he  with  all  his  intelligence  and  ingenuity  can 
not  do  with  matter  ?  Shall  he  bring  down  light  from  the 
stars,  and  not  see  that  it  is  God's  light  ?  Or  shall  he  look 
within  himself?  Shall  the  thinking  I, — the  living  soul, — 
"which  knows  that  it  is  not  self-existent, — that  it  has  not 
existed  from  eternity, — shall  that  soul  ask  itself  whence 
it  came,  and  not  feel  the  spontaneous  glowing  response, 
"I  am  the  offspring  of  God?" 

And  verily,  this  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  matter. 
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In  everything  we  have  the  most  abundant  testimony  that 
all  things  are  ordered  by  a  God  of  infinite  wisdom,  and  in 
this  world  of  perfect  harmony  is  sex.  As  an  objection  to 
this  postulate  it  will  not  do  to  say  that  the  most  disastrous 
consequences  sometimes  result  from  its  mfluence.  In  this 
respect  the  fault  is  with  the  abuse,  and  not  the  use  /  a 
principle  which  holds  equally  good  in  the  exercise  of  all 
our  faculties  as  human  beings. 

By  an  excessive  exercise  of  the  intellectual  faculties 
men  sometimes  destroy  their  health;  but  surely  no  one 
ever  dreams  of  denouncing  the  attribute  of  reason  on 
account  of  these  occasional  instances  of  detriment.  And 
precisely  analogous  is  the  principle  of  adaptation  between 
the  sexes.  To  the  discredit  of  humanity,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed that  we  are  not  wanting  in  those  instances  which 
seem  to  warrant  the  impious  presumption  that  woman  is 
a  curse.  But  before  we  permit  such  a  monstrous  idea 
to  enter  our  minds,  it  will  be  well  for  us  to  guard  against 
the  dangers  of  a  hasty  inference,  at  the  same  time  that  we 
endeavor,  by  an  examination  below  the  surface,  to  discover 
what  the  cause  for  this  state  of  things  really  is, 

Semper  idem  can  safely  be  accepted  as  the  essential 
characteristic  of  CA^ery  provision  Avhich  has  its  oi'igin  in 
nature  as  the  instrument  of  Divine  Wisdom ;  and  there- 
fore in  any  and  every  case  where  we  find  apparent  indica- 
tions of  inconsistency  or  disaster,  we  are  to  refer  the 
cause  to  some  power  outside  of  the  natural  law.  Here, 
then,  is  the  true  method  of  our  dealing  with  this  question 
of  adaptability  and  reciprocity  between  the  sexes.  Nature, 
as  the  most  beautiful  of  her  arrangements,  has  decreed  that 
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there  should  exist  between  man  and  woman  a  mysterious 
and  universal  sympathy ;  and  in  this  connection  there  is 
nothing  whatever  in  the  relationship  wliich  can  not  and 
will  not,  under  a  proper  spirit  of  observance,  lead  us 
into  the  most  enduring  and  suj^erlative  happiness. 

As  I  liave  already  said,  there  are  many  painful  instances 
of  its  true  character  being  jjerverted  by  the  preponderance 
of  animal  appetites,  and  sacrificed  upon  the  altar  of  lust ; 
but  these  instances  no  more  refute  the  benevolence  of  the 
arrangement  than  the  asseverations  of  all  the  blind  men  in 
the  world  would  disprove  the  glorious  beauty  of  sunshine. 

In  the  one  case  as  in  the  other,  the  incapacity  to  per- 
ceive w^hat  really  exists  by  no  means  denies  the  fact  of 
existence.  And  to  this  I  would  especially  call  the  attention 
of  all  moralists;  while  I  also  assert  that  before  we  can 
fairly  understand  the  many  and  complicated  questions 
which  are  daily  coming  up  for  our  consideration,  we  must 
keep  distinctly  in  mind  the  important  truth,  that  the 
spiritual  adaptability  between  the  sexes  is  a  fact  ranging 
far  beyond  what  the  ordinary  view  of  the  subject  would 
seem  to  indicate. 

Indeed,  it  may  be  said  that,  in  all  questions  of  ethics,  it 
is  a  principle  which  we  can  not  afford  for  a  moment  to  lose 
sight  of;  at  the  same  time  that  any  lack  in  its  appreciation 
"will  most  assuredly  defeat  our  hopes  for  a  final  settlement 
of  those  questions  of  sexual  relationship  which  are  now 
being  agitated  to  such  an  extent. 

Man,  it  must  be  remembered,  is  man,  and  woman, 
Woman,  as  far  as  their  physical  organizations  are  con- 
cei-ned,  simply  because  these  materialized  forms  fitly 
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represent  or  express  certain  spiritual  principles,  wliich  in 
the  beginning  of  time  ultimated  tliemselves  into  tlie  form- 
ation of  Adam  and  Eve ;  and  which  in  all  time  since,  and 
in  all  time  to  come,  have  been  and  will  be  inseparable 
from  the  human  family.  If  we  permit  our  thoughts  for  a 
moment  to  rest  carefully  on  the  moral  or  spiritual  aspect 
of  every  human  being,  there  su^rely  can  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  discovering  that  each  one  has  his  or  her  own 
peculiar  individuality  so  strongly  marked  as  to  be  abso- 
lutely unmistakable,  even  in  the  most  trifling  experiences 
of  life.  With  each  and  every  one  of  us  there  is  a  sphere 
of  thought  and  affection  peculiar  to  ourselves,  and  which, 
as  far  as  the  immortal  side  of  our  nature  is  concerned,  really 
constitutes  "the  world  in  which  we  live."  And  here  I 
rest  the  basis  of  my  theory  respecting  the  relationship 
between  the  sexes. 

To  my  mind,  the  Divine  remark,  that  "  It  is  not  good 
that  man  should  be  alone,"  conveys  something  infinitely 
more  than  a  general  aphorism  that  society  is  better  than 
solitude ;  while  in  the  inward  and  spiritual  causes  which 
express  themselves,  on  the  one  hand,  in  the  beautiful  form 
of  woman — suggestive  of  love,  tenderness,  emotion,  and 
a  most  delicate  sensibility ;  and,  on  the  other,  in  the  sterner 
and  more  powerful  form  of  man,  I  see  the  evidences  of 
an  inherent  adaptability  which,  properly  understood  and 
appreciated,  will  lift  us  far  above  the  discord  and  jargon 
now  so  prevalent. 

To  put  this  part  of  my  argument  in  a  sufficiently  clear 
light  is,  under  present  circumstances,  almost  impossible ; 
but  if  I  can  succeed  in  directing  the  attention  of  thought- 
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ful  men  and  M^omen  to  the  fact,  that  it  is  on  this  principle 
alone  that  we  can  rationally  search  for  the  fundamental 
bases  of  sexual  relationship,  I  shall  have  so  far  accom- 
plished my  purpose.  Let  us  therefore  carefully  and  tena- 
ciously hold  to  it  as  the  central  truth  of  all  our  hypotheses 
on  the  subject ;  remembering  also,  that  as  the  light  and 
heat  in  the  material  world  are  requisite  conditions  of  veg- 
etative life,  so  in  the  moral  sphere  of  human  life  and  ac- 
tivity, the  proper  adjustment  and  harmonious  action  of 
the  masculine  and  feminine  elements  are  indispensable  to 
a  true  spirit  of  culture,  and  the  development  of  a  noble 
humanity. 

By  an  extreme  radicalism  we  may  go  too  far  in  our  es- 
timate of  what  is  known  as  the  question  of  "Woman's 
Rights ; "  or  by  an  extreme  conservatism  we  may  fall 
short  in  our  estimate  of  what  may  be  described  as  the 
question  of  Woman's  Wrongs ;  but  in  holding  fast  to  this 
principle  of  adaptability  and  interdependence^  we  not 
only  insure  ourselves  against  the  disastrous  consequences 
of  a  house  divided  against  itself,  but  really  place  ourselves 
in  the  only  position  in  which  the  subject  can  be  philo- 
sophically treated  and  judiciously  ari'anged. 


III. 


CONNUBIAL  ATTACHMENT:  ITS  POTENCY  AND 
DESIGN. 

I  DMITTING  as  far  as  possible  that  the  external  world 


is  nothing  hut  a  system  of  illusion,  it  is,  at  all  events, 
impossible  for  us  to  classify  under  the  same  head  the  con- 
sciousness of  our  own  existence  as  sentient  beings  whose 
faculties  respond  in  a  most  marvelous  manner  to  everything 
with  which  we  come  in  contact.  In  other  directions  the 
.  highest  truths  may  seem  hypothetical  and  indistinct ;  but 
on  this  point  the  testimony  is  interwoven  in  the  very  esse 
and  existere — the  being  and  existence — of  ourselves,  press- 
ing as  well  on  the  uncultivated  savage  as  the  refined  phi- 
losopher, and  including  those  multitudinous  sensibilities 
of  life  not  the  least  of  which  is  the  one  embraced  in  our 
present  subject,  viz.,  the  attachment  between  the  sexes. 
"  Strange,  and  passing  strange,"  says  Mrs.  Jameson,  "  that 
the  relation  between  the  two  sexes,  the  passion  of  love,  in 
short,  should  not  be  taken  into  deeper  consideration  by 
our  teachers  and  legislators  !  People  educate  and  legis- 
late as  if  there  was  no  such  thing  in  the  world ;  but  ask 
the  priest, — ask  the  physician ;  let  them  reveal  the  amount 
of  moral  and  physical  results  from  this  one  cause.  Must 
love  always  be  discussed  in  blank  verse,  as  if  it  were  a 
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thing  to  be  played  in  tragedies  or  sung  in  songs  ?  a  sub- 
ject for  pretty  poems  and  wicked  novels,  and  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  prosaic  current  of  our  e very-day  existence, 
our  moral  welfare  and  eternal  salvation  ?  Must  love  be 
ever  treated  with  profaneness,  as  a  mere  illusion  ?  or  with 
coarseness,  as  a  mere  impulse  ?  or  with  fear,  as  a  mere 
disease  ?  or  with  shame,  as  a  mere  weakness  ?  or  with  lev- 
ity, as  a  mere  accident  ?  Whereas,  it  is  a  great  mystery, 
a  great  necessity,  lying  at  the  foundation  of  hviman  exist- 
ence, morality,  and  happiness — mysterious,  universal,  in- 
evitable as  death." 

And  this  is  really  so.  It  is  "  «  great  mystery,  a  great 
necessity  lying  at  the  foundation  of  human  existence, 
morality,  and  happiness^  Without  it,  society  could  not 
remain  in  anything  like  an  organized  condition.  With  it, 
the  sensibilities  of  our  nature  yield  to  that  mysterious  in- 
fluence which  guarantees  the  preservation  of  all  social 
life,  domestic  happiness,  and  moral  order.  Like  the  ma- 
terial sun  in  its  relation  to  the  material  universe,  its  oper- 
ation is  not  partial  but  universal,  penetrating  as  it  does 
everywhere  into  the  great  heart  of  humanity,  and  causing 
it  to  vibrate  beneath  its  irresistible  influence. 

In  other  phases  of  our  experience,  there  may  be  (as  I 

have   already  intimated)   many  things  which  warrant 

the  poet  in  saying : 

"  This  world  is  all  a  fleeting  show, 
For  man's  illusion  given," 

but  to  this  rule  sexual  attachment  must  at  least  form  an 
exception.  Coeval  with  our  race,  and  inseparable  from 
our  destiny,  it  has  always  been  as  it  will  ahvays  be,  the 
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most  real  of  all  realities ;  and  as  such  it  merits  our  highest 
consideration.  The  philosopher  who  reasons  about  nature 
with  the  air  of  a  Stoic,  may  profess  to  treat  it  as  an  ilki- 
sion,  hut  it  is  not  possible  by  any  system  of  reasoning  to 
prove  this  to  be  the  case ;  while,  on  the  contrary,  every- 
thing connected  with  our  general  and  individual  experi- 
ence tends  to  convince  us  of  its  i^ositive  character  and 
general  operation.  Under  dilferent  stages  of  social  ad- 
vancement its  eiFects  are  of  course  visible  in  various  ways ; 
but  everywhere  its  existence  is  demonstrated,  its  power 
manifest.  And  here  we  come  face  to  face  with  it  as  a 
fixed  principle  of  nature  which  we  can  not  set  aside,  and 
which  we  ought  therefore  to  understand  as  thoroughly  as 
possible. 

By  metaphysicians  generally  it  has  always  been  urged 
that  our  culture  necessitates  the  absolute  suppression  of 
our  natural  affections ;  but  this  is  clearly  not  the  intention 
of  Infinite  Wisdom,  and  could  only  have  arisen  from  an  im- 
perfect knowledge  of  ourselves.  The  human  principle  is 
essentially  dualistic  /  and  in  this  respect  the  true  method 
of  our  development  consists,  not  in  disregarding  the  in- 
stincts of  nature,  but  in  cultivating  and  directing  them 
according  to  the  dictates  of  a  well-defined  system  of 
morality. 

"I  think,  and  therefore  I  am,"  has  somewhere  been 
urged  as  a  philosophical  truth;  but  the  proposition,  "I 
think,  and  feel,  and  therefore  I  am,"  would  unquestionably 
be  more  corroborative  of  our  existence,  and  conducive  to 
a  knowledge  of  ourselves.  Man  is  man,  not  by  virtue  of 
the  thinking  faculty  alone,  but  by  that  wonderful  combi- 
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nation  which  brings  the  thoughts  and  feehngs  into  that  co- 
oj^erative  state  essential  to  the  nltimation  into  a*ts  of  even 
the  most  trivial  desire,  and  without  which  life  wotild  as- 
sume the  character  of  a  mere  myth. 

Extending  the  range  of  onr  subject,  it  would  be  possi- 
ble to  adduce  many  instances  illustrative  of  this  truth ; 
but  fearing  this  may  seem  irrelevant,  our  next  step  shall  be 
to  inquire  into  its  specific  relation  to  that  inborn  sentiment 
which  we  describe  as  sexual  attachment,  and  which, 
though  leading  under  a  perverted  condition  to  the  com- 
mission of  the  most  debasing  deeds,  is  nevertheless,  under 
the  true  order  of  life,  one  of  the  most  ennobling  passions 
that  come  within  the  range  of  human  susceptibility.  Says 
Professor  Woolsey  in  his  appreciation  of  this  truth,  "  Show 
me  a  great  mind,  and  I  will  show  you  one  in  whom  there 
is  full  development  of  the  sexual  faculties.  The  two 
always  go  together ;  they  can  not  be  separated."  Again 
referring  to  the  same  subject,  the  distinguished  physician 
Sir  Astley  Cooper,  in  his  remarks  on  the  absence  of  sexual 
vitality,  declares  as  follows,  "No  genial  spring  is  there, 
no  blooming  summer  or  fruitful  autumn ;  but  all  is  winter, 
dreary,  desolate,  barren  winter,  in  which  the  springs  of 
life  are  frozen  up  and  the  sexual  capacity  destroyed." 

ISTow,  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  these  eminent 
authorities  to  convey  a  metaphysical  truth  or  not,  their 
language  is  unmistakably  positive  as  to  the  correlation 
between  nobility  of  mind  and  a  due  development  of  the 
sexual  faculty.  And  indeed  this  is  a  truth  inherent  in  the 
peculiarity  of  the  human  constitution,  any  attempt  toward 
its  reversal  being  sure  to  return  to  us  in  the  reproving 
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tones  of  a  violated  nature.  In  the  economy  of  the  uni- 
verse there  is  nothing  arbitrary,  everything  proceeding 
according  to  that  system  of  order  which  harmonizes  so 
beautifully  with  a  just  appreciation  of  the  Supreme  Being, 
and  which,  entering  no  less  into  the  prescribed  methods  of 
our  existence  than  it  does  into  the  revolution  of  the  moon 
and  stars,  constitutes  a  law  which  can  not  be  violated  with 
impunity. 

Consistent  everywhere,  it  is  important  for  us  to  observe 
that  the  hand  of  nature  always  points  in  one  direction,  and 
if  at  times  she  seems  to  fail  in  her  design,  it  is  because  we 
do  not  understand  her  thoroughly. 

In  the  departments  of  material  science  this  is  a  truth 
which  is  daily  becoming  more  apparent ;  and  in  the  exam- 
ination of  our  present  subject,  though  it  may  be  more 
difficult  of  apprehension,  it  is  none  the  less  incumbent  on 
lis  to  subject  our  inferences  to  its  jurisdiction.  Believe  me, 
gentle  reader,  it  can  be  accepted  as  a  fundamental  postu- 
late that  nature  in  all  her  arrangements  is  not  only  infi- 
nite in  meaning,  but  also  benevolent  in  design ;  for  whether 
we  direct  our  attention  to  the  telescopic  observations  of 
astronomy,  the  microscopic  investigations  of  the  myriad 
and  almost  imperceptible  forms  of  life,  or  the  calm  and 
silent  study  of  ourselves,  we  are  everywhere  met  by  that 
truth  so  beautifully  expressed  by  Willis : 

"  Go  abroad 
Upon  the  paths  of  nature,  and  when  all 
Its  voices  whisper,  and  its  silent  things 
Are  breathing  the  deep  beauty  of  the  world, 
Kneel  at  its  simple  altar,  and  the  God 
Who  hath  the  living  waters  shall  be  there." 
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Is  there,  however,  some  may  say,  any  warrant  for  recog- 
nizing sexuality  in  this  sense?  Correctly  understood, 
there  unquestionably  is ;  and  though  in  our  debased  con- 
dition there  are  many  things  which  tend  to  sensualize  our 
concej)tion  in  this  respect,  there  must  necessarily  come  a 
period  in  the  progress  of  humanity  when  in  place  of  the 
monster  which  now  desolates  society,  the  princij)le  of  sex- 
ual attachment  will  be  recognized  as  a  provision  of  nature, 
whose  object  is  to  elevate  and  make  us  happy.  Compara- 
tively with  what  was,  it  may  perhaps  be  admitted  that  we 
have  made  some  progress ;  but  the  measure  of  our  attain- 
ments in  this  direction  falls  infinitely  short  of  that  which 
must  be  realized  before  we  can  witness  anything  like  a 
well-organized  system  of  society.  Science,  in  the  natural 
world,  is  fast  displacing  old  and  vulgar  superstitions  by 
the  introduction  of  a  reign  of  glorious  truth,  the  fruits  of 
which  have  already  commenced  to  manifest  themselves ; 
and  in  an  analogous  manner,  if  we  are  earnest  as  to  the 
cause  of  civilization  and  progress,  a  corresponding  work 
must  be  accomjDlished  in  the  moral  sphere  of  life  and 
activity. 

As  I  have  endeavored  to  show  in  the  preceding  portion 
of  this  chapter,  men  and  Avomen  ai*e  correlated  by  an  irre- 
versible natural  arrangement,  the  operation  of  which  can' 
not  in  the  nature  of  things  be  suspended ;  but  from  this  it 
does  not  follow  as  a  logical  consequence,  that  the  immoral 
evils  which  infest  society  are  7iecessarily  the  result  of  sex- 
uality. Sensualism,  with  its  shocking  results,  is  no  more 
the  legitimate  offspring  of  sexual  attachment  than  filthy 
exhalations  are  the  characteristic  pi-oductions  of  the  mate- 
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rial  sun.  In  our  daily  experience  we  are  all  aware  how 
the  same  sun  which  warms  into  fragrant  beauty  the  violet 
and  the  rose,  can,  under  certain  conditions,  be  rendered 
productive  of  obnoxious  and  pestilential  gases.  And  pre- 
cisely similar  is  it  with  the  operations  of  sexuality.  In  its 
original  design,  it  is  as  much  intended  to  be  a  beneficent 
boon  to  man  as  any  other  means  in  which  the  divine  life 
clothes  itself  in  its  descent  to  earth ;  but  in  keeping  with 
a  universal  and  inexorable  law  which  fills  all  nature,  its 
effects  can  only  be  determined  by  the  quality  of  the  recip- 
ient into  which  it  enters. 

Let  us  permit  our  minds  to  run  to  seed,  ou.r  appetites  to 
become  dej^raved,  and  it  must  follow  as  the  day  the  night, 
that  the  inherent  sentiment  of  love  will  be  debased,  and 
share  the  general  chaos.  On  the  contrary,  by  a  process  of 
culture  and  spiritual  development,  let  us  qualify  ourselves 
for  the  reception  of  its  influx,  and  the  effects  will  be  of  a 
correspondingly  opposite  character. 

As  far  as  their  primary  arrangement  is  concerned,  the 
faculties  which  constitute  a  human  being  are  all  of  divine 
origin,  and  would,  if  directed  in  their  proper  channels, 
invariably  result  in  the  achievement  of  happiness.  Unfor- 
tunately for  us,  however,  this  latter  qualification  does  not 
exist  with  us,  and,  as  a  consequence,  our  perverted  con- 
dition becomes  a  disqualified  instrument  for  transmitting 
the  laws  of  life  in  their  full  beauty  and  splendor ;  while 
furthermore  it  follows  as  an  inevitable  necessity,  that  it  is 
impossible  for  us  to  escape  from  unhappincss  and  discord 
as  long  as  the  beast  is  predominant  in  the  disposition  of 
the  man. 
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If  we  were  to  frame  our  judgment  purely  from  appear- 
ances, there  are  many  things  in  our  common  experience 
sufficient  to  warrant  the  assumption  that  one  of  the  main 
purposes  of  life  is  to  render  humanity  wretched ;  but  surely 
this  to  any  thoughtful  mind  can  not  be  entertained  even  as 
a  possibiHty. 

The  aim  of  a  benevolent  Providence  is  to  render  us  as 
happy  as  possible,  and  in  all  cases  where  this  is  not 
realized,  the  responsibility  of  the  failure  rests  with  our- 
selves ;  following,  as  it  always  does,  either  from  ignorance 
or  disregard  of  those  principles  which  have  been  laid  down 
for  our  guidance. 

Basing  my  remarks  on  reason  and  experience,  it  must  be 
evident  to  every  one  that  we  are  the  architects  of  our  own 
destinies,  whether  they  may  be  miserable  or  otherwise ; 
and  in  this  respect,  with  what  importance  must  the  char- 
acter of  surrounding  circumstances  press  upon  us  ?  In. 
all  seriousness,  then,  let  us  ask  ourselves  how  far  we  can 
afford  to  tamper  and  trifle  with  a  question  which  lies  at 
the  foundation  of  society. 

As  an  indispensable  condition  to  our  common  and  indi- 
vidual welfare,  it  is  not  enough  for  us  to  rest  contented, 
with  the  merely  superficial  knowledge  which  now  charac- 
terizes us  in  this  respect. 

The  constitution  of  the  human  mind  is  such  that  it  can 
not,  without  serious  detriment  to  itself,  rest  satisfied  with 
a  vague  and  erroneous  interpretation  of  any  princij)le  so 
closely  interwoven  in  the  texture  of  our  whole  being,  and 
"which  at  the  same  time  exercises  such  an  immense  influ- 
ence over  the  current  of  our  every-day  existence.  Phases 
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of  thought  and  social  conventioBalities  have  come  down  to 
us  which  are  unquestionably  of  great  importance  in 
assisting  us  to  arrange  the  fabric  of  society ;  but  without 
a  more  intimate  and  correct  knowledge  of  the  laws  which 
bind  us  as  men  and  women  in  a  common  destiny,  it  is 
seriously  to  be  feared  that  we  are  wanting  in  a  reliable 
foundation. 

The  twitter  of  the  flirt  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
unmeaning  twaddle  of  the  coxcomb  on  the  other,  may  in 
their  way  be  very  useful  instrumentalities  in  examining 
the  principle  of  sympathetic  relationship  which  render 
such  things  possible ;  but  beyond  this,  there  are  higher 
considerations  connected  with  the  subject  which  no  reflec- 
tive mind  can  pass  over,  and  without  which  we  can  not 
possibly  appreciate  that  position  which  is  designed  for  us 
in  the  economy  of  the  universe.  In  the  arrangement  of  a 
sentiment  which  underlies  the  stratum  of  every  society  in 
the  world,  it  can  not  in  reason  be  supposed  that  an 
ephemeral  round  of  flirtation  on  the  part  of  woman,  or  a 
lascivious  passion  on  the  part  of  man,  can  either  of  them 
enter  into  the  design  which  inaugurated  the  principle  of 
sexuality.  By  no  means  is  this  the  case ;  and  although  it 
must  be  confessed  that  they  both  exist  to  a  lamentable 
extent,  their  origin  is  distinctly  traceable  to  man's  great 
enemy,  his  own  depraved  heart,  the  decisions  of  which  are 
indeed  sometimes  enough  to  make  "  the  angels  weep." 

As  a  justification  to  our  shortcomings  in  this  respect,  it 
may  perhaj)S  be  urged,  that  the  lower  instincts  of  our 
nature  being  the  strongest,  are  therefore  developed  first ; 
but  this,  however  fairly  it  may  have  been  admitted  a 
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century  ago,  is  scarcely  admissible  in  face  of  the  many 
facilities  for  our  improvenifent  with  which  we  are  at  present 
surrounded.  As  a  necessity  flowing  from  our  civilization, 
there  is  an  idealistic  as  well  as  a  practical  side  to  our 
nature  to  be  considered,  the  two  being  indeed  inseparable. 
Kow,  in  this  connection,  has  it  ever  occurred  to  any  of  us 
how  necessary  it  is  to  ascertain  precisely  where  we  stand 
in  this  respect  ? 

In  Spain,  we  are  all  aware  that  the  ideal  relationship 
between  the  sexes  is  that  of  a  woman  beautiful  and  impas- 
sionate,  ministering  to  a  life  of  ease  and  indulgence.  In 
France,  we  are  taught  by  French  novelists  to  believe  that 
the  ideal  there  is  a  feverish  and  excitable  little  creature, 
capable  of  carrying  the  finest  metaphysics  into  her  love, 
and  yet  strange  to  say,  without  the  ordinary  faculty  of 
common-sense  or  self-control.  In  Germany,  we  find  the 
principle  idealizing  itself  into  the  two  remarkable  contrasts 
of  a  broad-faced  Hausmutter  cooking  good  dinners  and 
scrupulously  devoting  her  time  to  the  family  linen ;  and 
the  esthetic  soul  breathing  the  deepest  longings  and  the 
highest  aspirations,  with  holes  in  her  stockings.  Here  is 
the  idealized  form  of  sexual  attachment  among  three 
European  nations.  Now,  what  is  ours  ?  By  some  one  it 
has  been  said  that  the  American  ideal,  like  the  German,  is 
of  two  kinds — the  one  the  clever  manager,  and  the  other 
the  stump  orator ;  but  from  my  own  observation  I  think 
there  are  many  whose  hopes  and  aspirations  rise  to  a 
higher  level  than  either  of  these.  At  all  events,  for  the 
sake  of  our  future  welfare,  I  am  willing  to  hope  so ;  and  in 
making  my  future  remarks  will  at  least  take  it  for  granted 
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that  there  are  some  among  us  whose  idealism  lifts  them 
above  buckwheat  cakes  and  woman  suffrage,  investing  the 
subject  of  sexual  relatioxiship  with  that  feeling  of  sanctity 
so  essential  to  our  welfare  and  happiness.  Painful  as  it 
may  be  to  make  the  confession,  we  are  compelled  to  admit 
that  through  the  vague  and  impetuous  restlessness,  the 
extreme  thirst  for  superficiality,  and  the  tendency  towai'd 
indolence,  coupled  with  an  almost  total  disregard  for 
modesty  which  characterize  the  modern  woman  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  numerous  vitiated  propensities  which 
characterize  man  on  the  other,  we  are  in  this  respect  very 
far  from  being  in  a  healthy  state  of  progress.  To  the 
observant  mind  this  state  of  things  is  certainly  discouraging 
in  the  extreme ;  but  still  there  are  here  and  there  bright 
oases  in  the  desert,  and  with  these  is  our  hope.  To  the 
superficial  and  frivolous,  the  ideal  character  of  sexual 
attachment  may  change,  chameleon-like,  from  time  to 
time ;  but  to  those  who  have  insight  enough  to  look 
below  the  surface,  there  is  but  one  consistent  method  of 
interpretation  based  on  the  profoundest  working  of  a 
psychological  law.  And  with  this  fact  in  view,  I  proceed 
to  that  examination  of  the  next  phase  of  the  subject,  which 
brings  us  naturally  into  a  clearer  appreciation  of  this 
faculty  in  its  effects  on  our  individual  life,  our  social 
welfare,  and  our  general  advancement. 


IV. 


MARRIAGE  THE  TRUE  ORDER  OF  LIFE. 

TF  ever  there  had  been  a  state  of  society  discovered 
which  consisted  entirely  of  either  men  or  women,  there 
may  be  some  ground  for  the  assumption  that  they  are  not 
absolutely  interdependent  members  of  a  common  whole ; 
but  as  this  has  never  been  known  to  be  the  case,  the 
Amazonians  being  undoubtedly  an  invention  of  fiction, 
the  inference  naturally  is  that  there  can  be  no  such  thiag 
as  ceHbacy  or  prohibitory  intercourse  without  the  most 
serious  injury. 

Refinement,  civilization,  and  progress  all  depend  upon 
a  proper  aj^preciation  and  well-directed  management  of 
the  two  forces  which  are  continually  acting  and  reacting 
on  society,  and  which  may  be  embodied  in  one  Avord, 
sexuality ;  and  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  end,  it  is  the 
aim  of  the  writer  to  show  that  marriage  or  monogamy 
forms  an  essential  ingredient. 

As  an  evidence  of  this  truth,  it  would  perhaps  be  suffi 
cient  to  some  minds  to  urge  that  the  generality  of  the 
practice,  conducive  as  it  has  been  of  the  highest  and 
noblest  ends,  is  ample  proof;  but  without  in  any  way 
waiving  tlie  claim  to  this  testimony,  there  are  other  and 
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deeper  considerations  wliioh  may  assist  us  in  tlie  process 
of  examination. 

By  a  regular  series  of  progression,  it  is  a  remarkalble  fact 
that  all  customs  or  conventionalities  take  their  rise  from 
the  j)romj)tings  of  necessity ;  and  beginning  with  the  con- 
version of  natural  facts  into  moral  hypotheses,  thus  intro- 
duce the  elements  of  law  and  order  into  the  currents  of  life. 
And  especially  marked  is  this  method  of  procedure  with 
regard  to  the  laws  of  marriage.  It  has  been  remarked  that 
"it  is  not  in  the  power  of  art  to  improve  nature  in  relation 
to  her  general  design ; "  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  is 
the  province  of  a  cultivated  mind  to  render  her  works 
more  fully  and  specially  subservient  to  the  general  welfare 
of  humanity. 

The  earth  would,  without  doubt,  spontaneously  yield  its 
natural  productions ;  but  by  the  application  of  labor  in 
connection  with  science,  her  productive  capacity  is  in  many 
instances  wonderfully  increased ;  besides  which,  the  various 
qualities  of  her  various  productions  are  better  understood 
and  appi'opriated  according  to  their  specific  uses.  And 
comparatively  is  this  the  case  with  reference  to  the  posses- 
sion of  our  faculties  and  the  uses  we  may  make  of  them. 
A  gift  which  is  certainly  quite  as  precious  as  the  earth,  is 
that  of  woman  ;  and  in  this  connection  one  of  the  greatest 
as  well  as  the  noblest  problems  is  before  us.  Like  the 
soil,  it  would  be  possible  for  her  to  be  possessed  in 
common,  or  to  be  surrounded  by  those  conservative 
principlei^  of  individual  right  which  form  the  bulwark  of 
every  well-organized  system  of  society. 

But  it  must  also  be  observed,  that  as  in  the  case  of  the 
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soil  the  principle  of  common  ownership  has  been  found 
untenable,  so  in  the  case  of  woman  the  most  disastrous 
results  would  necessarily  follow  from  anything  tending  in 
that  direction.  Under  anything  pertaining  to  this'  theory 
of  common  ownership,  it  must  be  evident  that  the  exqui- 
site touch  of  feminine  grace  would  very  soon  be  lost  sight 
of;  and  though  it  has  been  beautifully  said  by  Milton  that 
"  Virtue  would  see  to  do  what  virtue  would,  by  her  own 
radiant  light,  though  sun  and  moon  were  in  the  flat  sea 
sunk,"  the  sequel,  under  these  conditions,  could  only  be 
that  wherein  woman  would  be  neither  cultivated,  cher- 
ished, nor  appreciated;  as  a  consequence,  the  result  be- 
ing only  that  of  debauchery,  lewdness,  and  degradation. 

In  our  undeveloped  condition,  it  is  absolutely  requisite 
that  we  should  be  subject  to  certain  social  restraints  as  a 
counteracting  influence  to  our  depraved  appetites ;  and  as 
a  preventive  of  this  character  there  is  nothing  that  I  am 
aware  of  so  thoroughly  efifectual  as  marriage,  considered 
in  its  sacred  trust  and  solemn  obligations.  By  the  oppo- 
nents of  monogamy  it  may  be  argued  that  we  have  no 
direct  authority  for  concluding  that  it  is  the  best  condi- 
tion of  human  life ;  but  to  this  objection  it  is  hardly  requi- 
site to  do  more  than  to  refer  to  the  dictates  of  reason, 
together  with  the  testimony  of  exj^erience,  and  the  infer- 
ences flowing  from  the  wonderful  provision  of  nature  in 
her  numerical  adjustment  of  the  sexes,  according  to  which 
she  arranges  that  for  each  male  one  female  child  should  be 
born.  At  times  it  is  to  be  admitted  that  these  equalizing 
forces  are  disturbed  through  the  instrumentality  of  war; 
but  this  constitutes  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule, 
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while  the  tendency  of  events  is  always  toward  a  re-estab- 
lishment of  the  former  equilibrium. 

Society,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  is  a  distinctly  living 
organism,  and  only  as  its  members  are  properly  adjusted 
to  each  other  can  we  hope  for  anything  like  a  healthy 
state  of  action.  If  we  turn  to  polygamy,  as  a  contrast  to 
the  good  effects  of  marriage,  its  characteristics  are  such 
that  while  they  not  only  violate  natural  order,  they  are 
also  productive  of  specific  evils  which  in  a  very  short  time 
would  sap  the  foundations  of  any  social  edifice.  By  man- 
kind generally  it  is  not  sufiiciently  appreciated  to  what  an 
amazing  extent  our  social  arrangements  exert  themselves 
on  the  formation  of  character,  and  what  a  perpetual  war- 
fare is  kept  up  between  the  lower  propensities  of  our 
merely  animal  nature  and  the  higher  aspirations  of  the 
spii'itual ;  while  to  subjugate  the  former  and  cultivate  the 
latter,  polygamy  does  not  ofier  a  single  advantage. 

By  the  Mormonites  as  its  representatives,  it  is,  I  believe, 
urged  that  the  practice  is  favorable  to  the  increase  of  pop- 
ulation ;  but  whether  this  in  all  instances  can  be  construed 
as  an  advantage  is  by  no  means  certain ;  besides,  even  ad- 
mittmg  the  truth  of  the  theory,  it  must  be  apparent  to  all 
that  the  ratio  of  increase  would  be  infinitely  greater  if, 
instead  of  one  man  having  half  a  dozen  wives,  each  woman 
had  a  husband  whom  she  could  conserve  to  herself,  pro- 
tected by  the  sanctity  of  matrimonial  obligations. 

Again,  if  we  look  in  the  other  direction,  and  mark  the 
operation  of  the  other  extreme,  celibacy,  it  is  clear  that  it 
is  no  less  fraught  with  danger ;  for  as  plurality  of  wives 
is  female  prostitution  under  a  legitimized  form,  so  with 
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celibacy",  incest  and  fornication  are  its  invariable  tenden- 
cies. Both  may  be  said  to  belong  to  the  Sybarite  order ; 
and  really  as  a  choice  between  two  evils,  it  is  hard  to  say 
which  is  the  least.  Both  strike  at  the  very  root  of  social 
order  and  domestic  happiness,  and  in  their  consequences 
render  impossible  the  cultivation  of  those  graces  and  vir- 
tues which  shine  so  beautifully  in  a  well-ordered  house- 
hold. Among  the  Romans,  with  their  usual  amount  of 
practical  sense,  the  necessity  of  fostering  an  inclination  to 
maiTy  was  at  one  time  appreciated  to  a  remai-kable  ex- 
tent. The  Emperor  Augustus,  to  check  the  growing  de- 
bauchery of  the  Roman  youth,  encouraged  with  rewards 
the  births  of  children  born  in  wedlock,  at  the  same  time 
that  those  males  who  remained  unmarried  after  a  certain 
time  were  subject  to  heavy  penalties.  But,  it  may  be 
said,  coercion  is  not  always  the  most  desirable  remedy; 
and  this  I  admit  to  be  true.  With  us  it  is  perhaps  as  well 
that  we  have  no  such  severe  statute  as  the  one  referred 
to  ;  the  truth  being,  that  if  we  are  really  desirous  of  any- 
thing like  a  high  standard  of  moral  excellence,  it  would 
be  idle  for  us  to  rest  our  hopes  on  legislative  measures, 
which  at  best  can  only  deal  partially  with  effects,  without 
in  any  way  touching  the  causes  which  produce  them.  In 
its  experience  the  world  is  more  mature  now  than  it  was 
in  the  time  of  Augustus,  and  as  a  consequence  our  course 
of  action  should  be  more  in  harmony  with  the  deep-seated 
and  voluntary  convictions  of  a  discriminating  manhood. 
In  this  sense  let  us  then  ask  ourselves  the  question,  What 
is  marriage,  and  what  its  relations  to  the  great  problem 
of  human  culture  and  development  ? 
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To  admit  in  a  vague  and  indefinite  manner  that  it  is 
one  of  the  provisions  instituted  by  Divine  Wisdom  is  not 
enough.  Above  and  beyond  this  cursory  view  of  the 
subject,  it  is  our  duty  as  intelligent  beings  to  seek  for  a 
more  intimate  acquaintance  Avith  its  laws  and  operations. 
On  the  contrary,  however,  it  is  to  be  observed  that 
polygamy  and  celibacy  carry  sufficient  superficial  evidence 
to  determine  immediately  their  evils  and  demerits;  but 
with  regard  to  marriage,  it  is  almost  impossible  for  us  to 
frame  anything  like  a  just  estimate  of  its  character  other- 
wise than  through  a  careful  and  studious  examination  of 
those  qualities  which,  besides  forming  the  basis  on  which 
sexuality  was  designed  to  rest,  enter  so  minutely  into 
the  hidden  principles  of  our  higher  and  inner  life  as  to 
escape  the  notice  of  all  who  seek  no  farther  than  the 
surface.  As  matters  now  stand,  there  are  doubtless  many 
minds  who  are  ready  to  accept  marriage  in  the  mystical 
sense  imparted  to  it  by  the  Catholic  Church ;  but  in  the 
face  of  a  severe  criticism  it  is  hardly  safe  to  seek  for  no 
other  and  more  tangible  sanction  for  its  observance. 
Partly  by  elevating  the  ordinance  to  the  standard  of  a 
sacrament,  and  at  the  same  time  representing  it  as  being 
symbolical  of  the  union  of  Chi-ist  with  the  Church,  there 
has  been  more  or  less  in  all  Christian  communities  a 
sentiment  fostered  which  certainly  tends  to  impress  us 
with  a  degree  of  solemnity  proper  to  the  occasion.  The 
doctrine,  however,  is  not  sufiiciently  definable  for  the 
scruthiizing  mind  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  there- 
fore, while  it  is  admitted  that  the  figure  is  one  of  great 
beauty,  it  is  scarcely  realized  otherwise  than  as  an  ideal 
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picture  not  applicable  to  the  prosaic  current  of  every-day 
life.  And  here  I  would  observe,  we  arrive  at  a  very  impor- 
tant point  in  our  considerations  respecting  marriage  and 
the  position  Avhich  we  assign  to  it  in  the  great  problem  of 
human  culture  and  happiness.  From  its  essentiality  as  a 
system  based  on  humanizing  principles,  it  is  one  of  the 
peculiar  characteristics  of  our  Christian  civilization  that 
it  ditfers  from  its  pagan  antecedents  in  the  fact  that  while 
the  latter  found  its  highest  idealistic  types  in  the  mascu- 
line expression  of  character,  so  the  former  in  its  sublimest 
aspirations  points  us  toward  the  soothing  and  softening 
influence  of  womanly  characteristics  and  virtues,  thereby 
necessitating  at  least  the  propriety  of  such  social  regula- 
tions as  will  best  facilitate  and  develop  what  is  evidently 
the  germ  of  a  vast  and  highly  toned  system  of  culture. 
This,  I  contend,  can  only  he  found  in  marriage. 

As  lovers  of  antiquity,  it  is  perhaps  both  natural  and 
proper  that  we  should  admire  the  Spartan  mother  in  her 
devoted  sense  of  patriotism;  or  even  Portia,  in  her 
prudence,  philosophy,  and  courage ;  but  in  these  days  of 
an  advanced  civilization,  when  we  are  gradually  rising  to 
the  fact  that  woman's  position  may  fairly  be  taken  as  the 
barometer  of  our  culture,  surely  it  must  be  manifest  to 
us  how  much  we  need  to  attend  to  the  proj)or  regulation 
of  those  social  functions  which  can  alone  insure  her 
ultimate  development  into  that  embodiment  of  love  and 
tenderness  to  which  she  is  perpetually  striving,  and 
which  can  ornly  be  accomplished  through  marriage.  In 
this  connection  I  readily  admit  that  we  are  still  laboring 
under  many  false  and  erroneous  impressions  concerning 
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the  relationship  between  matiimony  and  this  element  pro- 
ceeding from  the  feminine  soul,  so  essentially  the  great 
modifier  and  refiner  of  our  civilization.  This,  however, 
can  not  always  be  the  case ;  and  as  we  move  onward  in 
the  course  of  progress,  and  are  obedient  to  the  indications 
of  this  barometer,  our  theories  of  morality  must  necessa- 
rily become  clearei',  our  appreciation  of  virtue  more  vivid 
and  distinct,  and  marriage  with  its  sacred  obligations  and 
solemn  responsibilities  be  enforced  with  a  new  earnestness 
of  appeal. 

As  a  necessity,  consequent  on  mankind's  comparatively 
undeveloped  condition,  it  is  of  course  to  be  admitted  that 
marriage  in  its  earlier  stages  amounted  to  little  more  than 
the  crude  notion  of  an  undefined  civilization ;  but  this  by 
no  means  depreciates  the  position  which  it  is  destined  to 
hold  hereafter.  In  this,  as  in  other  instances,  it  is  one  of 
the  peculiar  characteristics  of  progress  that  what  may  at 
first  commence  as  an  apparently  indistinct  uncertainty 
resolves  itself  afterward  into  a  scientific  truth  and  a 
philosophical  expedient.  Indeed,  it  may  be  observed  that 
this  is  a  consequence  inherent  in  the  nature  of  things, 
for  as  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man  to  create  a  truth, 
it  is  but  natural  that  the  pioneering  minds  in  any 
discovery  should  in  their  first  impressions  realize  little 
more  than  the  dim  outline  of  that  beauty  which  opens  up 
more  fully  under  a  prolonged  and  better  acquaintance. 
This  is  proved  to  be  the  case  without  exception  in  every 
department  of  knowledge,  and  therefore  it  necessarily 
must  be  so  with  that  most  complex  of  subjects,  the 
regulation  of  civil  society.    As  inheritors  of  a  wide  and 
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diversified  experience,  it  would  be  obviously  inconsistent 
in  us  to  limit  our  ideas  of  astronomy  by  the  earlier 
discoveries  and  confused  notions  of  the  Chaldeans;  and 
in  an  analogous  manner  our  course  is  plain  with  regard  to 
all  important  questions  bearing  on  our  social  existence. 
In  this  respect,  whatever  our  differences  of  opinion  may 
be  concerning  the  origin  of  the  human  species,  there  are 
too  many  evidences  surrounding  us  to  permit  our  doubting 
that  the  designed  condition  of  humanity  is  a  progressive 
one.  In  everything  connected  with  the  principle  of 
progress,  observation  jDroves  how  necessarily  slow  the 
movement  sometimes  is;  but  this  there  is  no  need  for 
interpi'eting  unfavorably.  It  is  being  gradually  recog- 
nized as  an  established  fact,  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
instantaneous  transition  from  one  state  to  another,  either 
in  the  natural  or  moral  world,  and  in  our  views  of  social 
economy  it  will  not  do  to  disregard  this  truth.  Theoreti- 
cally, it  matters  not  whether  we  prefer  the  savage  idea  of 
man's  descent  from  the  lower  animals,  or  the  more 
sublimated  one  of  his  appearance  on  earth  as  a  distinct 
species.  Without  any  detriment  to  our  subject,  we  can 
easily  afford  to  dispense  with  the  conflicting  elements 
growing  out  of  these  two  opposite  hypotheses,  confining 
ourselves  instead  to  the  consideration  of  living  facts 
which  are  continually  pressing  upon  us,  and  in  connection 
with  which  the  following  quotation  from  one  of  our 
leading  journals  may  serve  as  suggestive  evidence. 

"  Is  Marriage  nsr  Dai^ger  ? — The  growing  laxity  of  the  mar- 
riage tie  and  the  ease  with  whicli  divorces  are  now  obtained  in 
nearly  every  State  in  the  Union  have  called  out,  on  the  one  side, 
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such  men  as  President  "Woolsey  to  declaim  against  the  dangers 
which  tlireaten  this  social  relation,  and,  on  the  other  side,  there  is 
now  a  regular  school  of  writers  and  religionists  who  boldly  an- 
nounce their  opposition  to  the  marriage  institution.  The  small  be- 
ginning of  Nichols,  who  wrote  a  novel  advocating  free-love,  has  at 
last  culminated  in  an  established  literature  devoted  to  that  end. 
As  miglit  be  expected,  Chicago  is  the  seat  of  this  new  school  of 
writers,  and  Chicago  publishes  and  supports  a  large  weekly  journal 
avowedly  devoted  to  the  abolition  of  marriage  and  the  substitution 
of  the  largest  license.  The  contributors  to  this  journai  are  gen- 
erally women,  some  of  whom  sign  only  their  initials  to  their  con- 
tributions, while  others  boldly  annex  their  names,  maiden  or  mar- 
ital, to  the  ideas  they  advance  or  advocate.  The  West  is  also 
producing  a  series  of  novels  written  by  such  women  as  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Adams  and  Mrs.  Caroline  Fairchild  Corbiu,  covering  with  the  thin 
disguise  of  a  story  a  pronounced  advocacy  of  the  free-love  doctrine. 
One  of  the  writers  in  the  anti-marriage  organ  to  which  we  refer 
says  in  a  recent  issue :  '  There  is  scarcely  anything  left  now  but 
the  name  of  marriage,  so  loose  is  the  system  of  divorce  becoming, 
when  laarties  are  left  as  free  to  unmarry  as  to  marry,  and  that 
point  is  almost  reached.  The  old  idea  of  marriage  is  dead  past 
hope  of  resurrection ; '  and  this  writer  rejoices  that  it  is  so,  be- 
cause marriage  '  is  contraiy  to  the  whole  spirit  of  the  age.' 

The  supporters  of  this  new  organ  and  the  new  school  of  anti- 
marriage  literature  may  be  counted  by  the  thousands  at  the  West ; 
and  at  the  East  even  Mrs.  Stanton  has  written  a  pamphlet  which 
more  tlian  insinuates  that  the  existing  laws  relating  to  marriage  are 
necessarily  bad,  because  they  are  wholly  framed  by  men.  The 
laws  relating  to  divorce  are  every  year  and  everywhere  becoming 
more  lax.  The  other  day  conservative  South  Carolina  granted,  at 
Charleston,  the  first  divorce  ever  permitted  in  that  State.  The  wo- 
man's rights  business  is  really  an  approach  toward  invidualism 
and  individual  action  in  all  things,  in  regard  to  the  marriage  rela- 
tion with  the  rest.  The  positive  advance  the  new  and  dangerous 
doctrine  is  making  and  the  hold  it  is  taking  upon  large  masses  of 
people  is  a  matter  of  grave  import  to  the  future  of  this  country, 
and  the  subject  commends  itself  to  the  philosophers  and  preachers 
who  are  interested  in  our  social  progress. — New  Torh  World. 

And  verily  this  is  a  subject  which  "  commends  itself" 
not  only  "  to  the  philosophers  and  preachers  who  are  in- 


MAN   AND  WOMAN. 


65 


terested  in  our  social  progress,"  but  also  to  every  right- 
minded  man  and  woman  who  has  the  welfare  of  humanity 
at  heart.  Judging  from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  proposi- 
tion, there  is  quite  enough  to  cause  the  most  profound 
anxiety ;  hut  when  climax  to  this  monstrous  theory 

it  is  urged  that  marriage  "  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
age,"  we  may  in  all  seriousness  question  ourselves  as  to 
the  possibilities  of  the  future ;  while  we  at  the  same  time 
enter  our  most  solemn  protest  against  the  enunciation  of  a 
theory  so  glaringly  opposed  to  the  higher  sentiments  of 
our  natures,  and  so  manifestly  subversive  of  all  that  is 
beautiful  and  good  in  society.  By  the  inexorable  logic  of 
cause  and  effect,  it  must  be  remembered  that  spiritual  dis- 
eases flow  as  certainly  from  a  defective  system  of  morality 
as  physical  diseases  do  from  a  disregard  of  well-known 
hygienic  laws ;  and  as  vdth  the  individual,  so  with  society, 
which  in  its  strictest  definition  is  nothing  more  than  a  con- 
solidation of  sentiment  and  interest  under  an  individual- 
ized form  of  existence. 

"  Man's  place  in  nature,"  says  the  Duke  of  Argyll,  "  has 
long  been  and  still  is  the  grand  battle-ground  of  anato- 
mists and  physiologists ; "  and  really  it  would  seem  as  if 
this  novel  and  pernicious  literature  would  consign  us  to 
an  equally  unsettled  condition  in  a  moral  point  of  view. 
Fortunately,  however,  for  us,  there  is  a  spirit  brooding 
upon  the  face  of  the  waters  which  will  accept  nothing 
without  analysis  and  inquiry;  and  to  this  it  is  that  I 
appeal  as  referee  in  so  important  a  matter.  If  we  are 
careful  for  a  moment  to  observe  the  operation  of  human 
affairs,  it  will  be  easily  discerned  that  the  grand  instru- 
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mentality  which  Providence  has  instituted,  not  only  for 
the  preservation  and  perpetuity  of  his  works,  but  also  for 
our  development  into  the  highest  standard  of  spiritual 
excellence,  is  the  family  state,  and  therefore  any  theory 
which  professes  to  deal  with  the  subject  can  only  be 
safely  measured  by  its  capacity  to  subserve  that  end. 

As  an  objection  to  this  postulate,  it  is  of  no  avail  to 
urge  that  there  are  many  serious  objections  to  our  marriage 
laws  as  they  exist  at  present,  for  however  much  this  may 
be  urged  witli  the  authority  of  truth,  it  merely  touches 
the  civil  side  of  the  question,  without  in  any  way 
penetrating  into  the  interior  or  spiritual  region. 

In  the  interpretation  of  this  relationship  and  its  recon- 
ciliation in  practice  with  ovir  highest  principles  of  justice 
and  morality,  it  is  to  be  admitted  that  mankind  has  in 
many  respects  been  sadly  at  fault ;  but  in  our  failure  and 
culpability  in  this  direction  it  has  never  been,  nor  can  it 
ever  be,  in  the  province  of  error  to  disqualify  the  claims 
of  marriage  as  the  central  sun  round  which  the  thoughts 
and  actions  of  a  perfect  social  system  must  necessarily 
revolve.  "  Humanity,"  said  Pascal,  "  is  but  a  man  who 
lives  perpetu.ally  and  learns  continually;"  and  in  the 
verity  of  the  proposition  there  is  perhaps  no  phase  of  life 
which  furnishes  so  apt  an  illustration  as  that  having 
reference  to  the  formation  and  government  of  society, 
and  flowing  from  which  there  springs  the  appreciation  of 
those  spiritualizing  sentiments  which  draw  the  great 
distinguishing  line  between  the  cultivated  man  and  the 
uncultivated  savage.  From  such  theorists  as  those  who 
advocate  the  abolition  of  marriage  and  the  substitution 
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of  the  largest  license  in  its  stead,  humanity  must  sooner 
or  later  turn  with  a  sensation  of  disgust ;  and  upon  the 
old  and  well-founded  principle  that  "  prevention  is  better 
than  cure,"  it  is  infinitely  preferable  to  do  this  through 
the  foresight  and  promptings  of  a  clear-sighted  reason 
than  the  painful  remorse  of  an  erroneous  course  of  action. 

The  path  of  human  progress  is  clear,  consistent,  and 
rational,  hut  in  order  that  the  great  body  of  humanity 
may  be  introduced  into  the  current  of  the  stream,  one  of 
the  most  essential  i-equisites  is  a  proper  understanding  of 
that  profoxmd  yet  barely  recognized  subject,  the  law  of 
influence  on  the  formation  of  character,  and  in  connection 
with  which  I  need  haz-dly  remark  that  our  social  and 
domestic  arrangements  are  among  the  most  potent.  As 
an  example  of  this,  take,  for  instance,  the  miserable  sham 
which  passes  in  the  aggregate  for  the  woman  of  the 
period  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  partially  developed 
animal  which  passes  for  man  on  the  other.  Now,  surely 
in  this  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  either  of  these  pro- 
ductions is  a  legitimate  consequence  of  civilization,  were 
it  in  its  true  order.  Certainly  not.  So  far  as  the  first  is 
concerned,  there  are  many  things,  such  as  superficiality  of 
thought,  an  unnatural  system  of  training,  and  an  im- 
prudent restraint  in  intellectual  pursuits,  which  conspire 
together  to  produce  this  creature  of  frivolity,  pads,  pulFs, 
and  ornaments.  Respecting  the  last,  a  wide  range  of 
experience  proves  that  all  the  sensuousness  and  lascivious 
desires  which  characterize  men  generally  are  directly 
traceable  to  influencing  circumstances  which  so  insinuate 
themselves  as  gradually  to  become  a  part  of  the  character. 
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Similarly,  therefore,  if  an  examination  proves,  as  it 
undoubtedly  will,  that  these  considerations  are  correct,  it 
follows  of  necessity  that  marriage,  according  as  it  is 
appreciated  or  depreciated,  must  exercise  a  most  powerful 
influence  under  the  same  law.  Manifestly  this  is  so ;  and 
like  every  other  truth,  the  more  rigid  the  investigation 
into  its  merits  the  more  distinctly  will  they  appear,  not 
only  on  the  surface,  but  like  the  higher  principles  of  a 
mathematical  problem,  running  through  the  entire  ques- 
tion and  harmonizing  it  in  all  its  parts.  The  sphere  of 
influence  which  emanates  from  home  is  by  far  the  most 
powerful  instrument  in  building  up  human  character ;  and 
in  order  that  this  may  be  pure  and  holy  it  is  an  i7idis- 
pensahle  condition  that  we  not  only  preserve  what  few 
notions  we  already  possess  as  to  the  sacred  nature  and 
divine  institution  of  marriage,  but  furthermore  realize  its 
importance  as  a  social  preservative  and  a  great  moral 
necessity.  If  we  please  to  set  aside  the  testimony  which 
springs  from  its  operation  under  the  most  favorable  con- 
ditions, there  can  be  no  doubt  that  bad  as  the  world  now 
is,  that  it  would  be  infinitely  worse  were  it  not  for 
marriage,  which  even  in  its  present  condition  constitutes 
the  golden  chain  which  binds  society  together,  and  saves 
us  from  both  social  and  moral  disintegration.  In  the 
lower  and  more  undeveloped  phases  of  human  life,  it  may 
be  true  that  its  good  effects  are  scarcely  discernible 
through  the  immense  amount  of  animalism  which  so 
largely  preponderates  in  these  directions ;  but  even  here, 
who  will  attempt  to  say  that  its  presence  as  a  coimter- 
acting  influence  to  crime  is  not  the  greatest  possible 
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advantage  to  society,  while  at  the  same  time  the  reduction 
of  the  principle  to  its  logical  consequences  brings  us  fairly 
into  a  realization  of  that  state  in  which,  the  intellect  and 
the  affections  going  hand  in  hand,  humanity  will  be  more 
and  more  elevated  into  a  perfect  appreciation  of  its 
destiny.  In  this  connection  there  can  be  but  one  answer ; 
and  only  so  far  as  its  importance  is  realized  can  we  hope 
for  a  healthy  regulation  of  those  social  forces  which  are 
necessarily  the  formative  principles  of  both  individual 
and  national  character. 

By  some  persons  (and  more  particularly  ladies  of  a 
questionable  age),  it  may  be  urged  that  as  matters  now 
stand,  every  woman  can  not  be  married ;  but  this,  springing 
as  it  does  from  our  eminently  artificial  state  of  society, 
furnishes  only  another  reason  why  marx-iage  should  be 
propounded  no  longer  merely  as  a  respectable  thing  to  do, 
but  as  a  broad  and  comprehensive  principle  lying  at  the 
foundation  of  human  happiness  and  development.  In 
another  place  I  have  already  remarked  that  no  society  can 
be  considered  in  a  healthy  condition  which  does  not 
contain  within  itself  a  distribution-  of  the  male  and  female 
elements  so  arranged  as  to  operate  perpetually  on  the 
moral  world  in  a  manner  similar  to  the  operation  of  light 
and  heat  in  the  material  world;  and  as  this  is  not  an 
hyperbolical  expression,  or  merely  an  empty  comparison, 
but  a  correspondence  grounded  in  the  nature  of  things,  I 
wish  again  to  call  attention  to  it  as  an  essential  condition 
of  all  sound  reasoning  on  the  subject,  while  it  is  also  one 
which  enters  most  miimtely  into  the  principle  of  marriage 
and  its  application  to  the  law  of  human  progress.    I  know 
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that,  by  a  great  many,  it  is  in  some  respects  looked  upon  as 
involving  a  sacrifice  of  the  individual  powers  of  woman; 
but  really  this  is  an  objection  so  positively  absurd,  that  it 
carries  on  its  surface  its  own  refutation ;  the  presumption 
serving  merely  as  an  illustration  of  the  gross  ignorance 
which  exists  in  some  quarters  concerning  the  highest  truths 
of  ou.r  existence. 

And  thus  we  are  brought  to  that  conclusion  which  the 
importance  of  the  siibject  demands,  viz.,  the  indispensability 
of  marriage  as  a  refining  influence  and  preservative  of 
social  order.  It  matters  not  how  far  we  may  be  inundated 
with  erroneous  and  subversive  theories  on  the  subject, 
there  is  no  modification  of  society  which  can  displace  the 
f  undamental  fact  of  sex  /  and  as  long  as  this  exists,  we 
can  only  cling  to  marriage  as  the  central  arrangement  by 
which  our  ideas  of  relationship  must  be  regulated.  By  a 
writer  in  the  North  American  Bevi&w  for  July,  1867,  it 
has  bctn  said  that  "  the  tendency  of  legislation  in  all 
modern  states  is  to  reduce  marriage  to  an  instrument 
for  the  legitimization  of  children  simply,  leaving  all  the 
relations  of  husband  and  wife,  which  are  not  neces- 
sary to  this  end,  to  be  regulated  by  individual  will." 
But  I  would  ask,  if  there  is  no  higher  reason  behind  this 
circumstance,  why  should  children  be  legitimized  at  all, 
or  why  can  they  not  be  taken  care  of  by  the  state,  as  in 
Plato's  Republic  ? 

In  this  respect,  the  truth  is,  that  there  are  inner  and 
spiritual  principles  at  work  which  no  "  tendency  of  legisla- 
tion "  can  set  aside ;  and  which  ultimating  themselves  into 
the  form  of  matrimonial  relationship,  not  only  give  to 
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society  some  of  its  most  beautiful  traits  of  character,  but 
also  induce  those  soft  and  humanizing  sentiments  through 
"which  civilized  life  is  gradually  asserting  its  dominion  over 
the  lov/er  instincts  of  the  animal.  In  every  aspect,  and 
under  all  conditions,  the  family  is  the  appointed  nursery  of 
the  human  race;  and  as  such  we  can  not  cultivate  too 
carefully  an  mfluence  which,  like  this  sacred  bond  of 
connection,  enters  so  largely  into  the  formation  of 
character  and  the  determination  of  our  happiness  or 
misery.  Following  in  the  footsteps  of  Lycurgus,  it  would 
perhaps  be  possible  for  us  to  raise  up  a  nation  of  warriors 
by  transferring  all  infants  from  their  maternal  care  to  a 
gymnasium  to  be  reared  as  children  of  the  state;  but 
clearly  this  is  not  the  design  of  modern  civilization.  The 
family  in  its  true  character  as  that  little  world  in  which 
our  first  impressions  are  received,  is  the  only  true  basis  of 
society.  Surely,  then,  in  view  of  all  these  facts,  the 
importance  and  sanctity  of  marriage  press  upon  us  with 
tremendous  significance.  It  has  been  perverted  in  many 
respects ;  but  it  is  still  the  great  fundamental  law  of  sexu^al 
relationship  lying  at  the  foundation  of  society,  and 
affording  us  the  opportunity  of  those  chaste  and  spiritual- 
izing associations  which  center  in  that  brief  but  most 
expressive  word,  home. 

Truly  it  may  be  said,  what  tender  associations,  what 
sacred  memories  cluster  round  this  simple  word !  and  as 
we  follow  in  their  effects  the  impression  here  received,  he 
must  be  miserably  short-sighted  who  can  not  discover  that 
upon  the  purity  of  home  depends  the  cultivation  of  those 
qualities  which  alone  can  render  us  noble,  virtuous,  and 
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happy.  And  here  we  are  brought  to  the  conclusive  point 
in  my  argument. 

Believing,  with  the  Socialists,  that  society  is  merely  a 
congregation  of  individual  units,  held  together  by  self- 
interest,  is  not  enough.  Above  and  beyond  the  instinctive 
feeling  which  impels  men  to  herd  together  for  their 
common  welfare,  there  are  higher,  nobler,  and  purer  con- 
siderations connected  with  the  idea  of  social  intercourse 
which  we  can  not  afford  to  lose  sight  of,  but  which  we 
can  not  fairly  realize  until  we  have  learned  the  inestimable 
value  of  those  spiritualizing  influences  which  like  marriage 
enter  into  our  inner  life,  and  call  into  action  the  tenderest 
sympathies  of  our  nature. 


V. 


EQUALITY    OF    THE    SEXES,    THE  NECESSARY 
RESULT  OF  A  WELL-ORDERED  CIVILIZATIOK 

4  S  a  legitimate  sequence  resulting  from  our  considera- 
^  tions  in  the  j^receding  chapters,  it  follows  naturally 
that  one  of  the  most  important  necessities  which  press 
xipon  us  in  connection  with  a  correct  theory  of  relation- 
ship is  the  broad  and  comprehensive  principle  involved  in 
the  recognized  equality  of  the  sexes.  In  this  respect 
we  can  not  be  too  careful  to  have  clear  and  decided 
views ;  since  this  it  is  which,  to  a  very  great  extent, 
gives  character  and  complexion  to  all  our  estimates 
concerning  social  life  in  its  demands  and  necessities. 
Viewing  the  question  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
more  enlightened  portion  of  the  community,  it  may  be 
our  first  imj^ression  that  the  subject  needs  no  agitation; 
but  this  is  a  decided  fallacy,  and  only  exists  in  conse- 
quence of  our  disposition  to  prejudge  the  case,  or  at  most 
to  construct  a  verdict  on  ex  parte  evidence.  To  those 
who  are  satisfied  with  a  merely  superficial  glance  at  the 
subject,  there  may  be  some  degree  of  plausibility  in  the 
appearance ;  but  if  we  permit  ourselves  to  think  for  a  mo- 
ment, it  must  be  apparent  that  the  respectable  compro- 
mise which  passes  for  an  equitable  adjustment  of  the 
(73)  ■  4 
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question,  is  in  many  respects  sadly  wanting  in  tlie  qualities 
of  fairness.  As  a  justification  of  the  present  state  of 
things,  it  is  folly  to  urge  that  it  is  warranted  by  the  rela- 
tive capabilities  of  men  and  women.  As  an  excuse  (I  will 
not  say  warrant)  for  this  monstrous  injustice,  there  could 
be  no  feebler  reason  assigned.  In  the  present  state  of  our 
slender  psychological  information,  I  should  like  to  know 
what  man  there  is  who  can  come  forward  boldly  and 
prove  his  position  by  a  system  of  sound,  logical  reasoning. 
In  all  seriousness  I  claim  that  it  can  not  be  done.  By  an 
ingenious  contrivance,  it  is  of  course  possible  to  prove  that 
the  majority  of  women  are  so  sadly  the  embodiment  of 
frailty  and  brainless  excitement,  that  there  appears  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  intellectual  disparity  which  egotistical  men 
proudly  point  to  as  the  evidences  of  an  inferior  capacity, 
and,  therefore,  secondary  position.  Certainly  it  is  to  be 
admitted  that  women  as  a  rule  are  very  far  from  being 
what  they  should  be;  but,  in  acknowledging  this  fact, 
where  does  the  responsibility  of  the  evil  rest?  Have 
women  made  themselves  what  they  are  ?  or  are  they  hot- 
house productions  raised  in  this  particular  manner  because 
it  has  so  far  suited  the  prevailing  taste  of  men?  The 
answer  for  the  time  may  be  Avithheld ;  but  the  day  is  not 
far  distant  when  men,  instead  of  j)ointing  arrogantly  at 
these  specimens  of  frivolity,  will  rather  blush  that  they 
should  have  so  far  betrayed  their  trust  as  to  distort  the 
characteristics  of  the  being  whom  Providence  intended  as 
an  equal  companion,  whose  mission  is  to  purify  the  world 
and  develop  a  noble  humanity. 
Unfortunately  for  our  progress  in  this  respect  (passing 
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oyer  the  innumerable  herd  who  look  upon  <voman  as  a 
mere  thing),  it  has  always  happened  that  even  those  who 
have  approached  the  subject  with  the  very  best  motives, 
have  been  led  into  the  error  of  supposing  that  the  doctrine 
of  equality  between  man  and  woman  necessarily  tends  to 
destroy  the  distinctiveness  of  sexhood,  and  thus  leads  to 
an  amalgamation  or  unnatural  sameness  of  character.  On 
this  point,  however,  there  need  be  no  apprehension. 
Woman  by  virtue  of  her  inherent  and  fundamental  qual- 
ities will  always  be  woman,  while  man  under  the  same 
law  will  always  be  man. 

But  it  is  highly  important  that  we  have  clear  and  cor- 
rect notions  as  to  what  the  terms  man  and  woman  really 
mean.  As  rational  beings,  it  is  not  enough  for  us  to  pass 
the  subject  over  with  Dr.  Bvishnell's  definition,  that  "  man 
has  some  attribute  of  thunder,  but  there  is  no  look  of 
thunder  in  the  woman." 

Graj)hic  and  satisfactory  as  this  explanation  may  be  to 
those  representatives  of  manhood  who  pride  themselves 
on  their  approximation  to  the  characteristics  of  Bombastes 
Furioso,  it  must  be  evident  to  all  who  think  seriously  on 
the  subject,  that  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  proposition 
rises  no  higher  than  an  infelicitous  attempt  to  substitute 
blustering  for  reason.  Clinging  yet  to  the  barbarous 
estimate  which  determines  the  value  of  all  things  by  their 
relative  amount  of  physical  foi'ce,  it  is  painful  to  see  how, 
even  in  the  case  of  conscientious  inquirers,  this  dominant 
spirit  enters  into  and  characterizes  all  conclusions. 

True  to  the  pertinacity  with  which  error  has  always 
been  espoused,  we  have  not  yet  learned  to  reason  from 
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realities  rather  than  appearances ;  while,  to  refer  to  the 
author  previously  quoted,  the  old  principle  of  introducing 
Scriptural  texts  is  resorted  to  as  an  efficient  means  of 
silencing  the  remonstrances  which  are  daily  being  raised 
with  more  and  more  potency.  In  the  experience  of  the 
world,  this,  however,  is  not  the  first  time  that  the  Bible 
has  been  placed  in  the  front  so  as  to  give  sanction  and 
plausibility  to  customs  which,  standing  on  their  legitimate 
merits,  would  not  for  a  moment  be  tolerated  in  a  civilized 
community.  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  it  is  the  prevailing 
characteristic  of  human  nature  to  bolster  up  error  in  all 
possible  ways  ;  and  as  a  consequence  of  this,  it  is  the  most 
difficult  thmg  to  persuade  prejudiced  minds  to  listen  to 
anything  which  deviates  from  the  ordinary  beaten  track. 
Truth,  however,  is  immortal  and  can  not  die,  while  error 
is  mortal  and  can  not  live ;  and  on  these  facts  must  rest 
the  hope  of  those  whose  aim  is  the  regeneration  of 
society. 

Like  the  propagation  of  every  truth  which  clashes  with 
long-cherished  principles  of  evil,  the  doctrine  of  woman's 
equality  with  man  will  naturally  be  of  slow  growth ;  but 
that  it  will  ultimately  be  incorporated  as  a  law  of  life 
and  social  necessity  there  can  be  little  doubt.  Under  a 
barbarous  or  semi-civilized  form  of  society  it  is  hardly 
surprising  that  we  find  the  position  of  woman  that  of  a 
menial  and  an  instrument  of  gratification;  but  when  in 
that  highly  refined  form  of  civilization  which  is  the  boast 
of  the  nineteenth  century  we  find  men  in  all  seriousness 
protesting  against  one  of  the  most  essential  ingredients  of 
our  culture,  we  are  painfully  reminded  that  human  nature 
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has  within  its  breast  the  seeds  of  evil  and  falsity  quite  as 
much  as  those  of  goodness  and  truth. 

"Without  referring  very  far  back  in  the  annals  of  the 
past,  it  is  very  easy  to  j)erceive  that  this  very  question  to 
which  so  much  opposition  is  offered,  has  always  been  the 
great  barometer  that  has  measured  the  social  progress  of 
all  nations,  and  which,  from  its  very  nature  as  the  basis 
of  spiritual  progress,  contributes  quite  as  much  as  any- 
thing else  to  establish  those  points  of  difference  which 
exist  between  the  savage  Ethiopian  and  ourselves.  "  From 
caves,  sheepskins,  and  nakedness  "  to  our  present  position 
as  designers  of  magnificent  cities,  it  has  always  been  a 
predominant  feature  of  our  progress  that  the  position  of 
woman  has  steadily  improved  according  to  the  ratio  of 
our  true  advancement;  while,  furthermore,  within  the 
entire  limits  of  our  observation  and  experience,  it  is  a  self- 
evident  fact  that  the  doctrine  of  inequality,  wherever  it 
has  been  espoused,  has  invariably  led  to  the  most 
disastrous  results.  Unwilling  as  arrogant  men  may  be  to 
admit  it,  there  is  nevertheless  a  decided  inclination  on  the 
part  of  human  nature,  when  free  from  restraint,  to  give 
itself  up  to  immoral  tendencies ;  and  where  the  indulgence 
can  be  tinctured  with  the  slightest  show  of  sanction,  the 
impetus  of  the  decline  is  proportionately  accelerated. 

Without  any  exaggeration,  reader,  this  is  precisely  our 
position  to-day  with  respect  to  the  doctrine  of  woman's 
equality  with  man.  Failing,  it  would  seem,  to  derive  any 
instruction  fi'om  the  lessons  of  the  past,  or  from  the 
dictates  of  reason  and  justice  in  the  present,  the  masses 
of  men  are  so  far  held  captive  by  the  preponderance  of 
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their  animal  over  their  spiritual  natures  that  tliey  affect 
to  despise  the  recognition  of  a  principle  which  in  a  well- 
ordered  state  of  things  must  necessarily  form  the  continent 
and  basis  of  society.  Without  the  necessity  of  rixnning 
into  the  extremes  of  a  wide  distinction,  such  as  that 
which  characterized  the  ancient  Greeks,  it  is  quite  possible 
for  us  to  be  seriously  ciilpahle  in  what  I  have  before 
described  as  the  respectable  compromise  which  passes  for 
an  equitable  adjustment  of  the  question.  Indeed,  as 
matters  now  stand,  it  is  hardly  saying  too  much  to  assert 
that  our  position  in  this  respect  is  rather  the  more 
dangerous  of  the  two.  In  the  extremes  of  human 
conduct,  it  is  always  easier  to  deal  with  absolute  fiends 
or  angels  than  it  is  with  that  middle  class  which,  filling  in 
the  vast  interval  between  the  two  extremities,  comprises 
the  formidable  catalogue  known  as  respectable  si7in(TS, 
and  which,  without  exceeding  the  limits  of  a  legitimate 
comparison,  expresses  exactly  our  position  with  regard  to 
this  fundamental  question  of  sexual  equality.  With  all 
the  air  of  complacency  and  self-satisfaction,  it  may  be 
very  gratifying  to  masculine  pride  to  say  that  things  are 
just  exactly  what  they  should  be,  and  that  the  secondary 
position  is  designed  for  woman  through  the  constitution  of 
her  nature  in  its  relation  to  that  of  man.  But  again  I 
protest  that  the  presumption  of  inequality  on  the  ground 
of  nature  can  only  be  accepted  as  a  false  and  hasty 
inference,  without  in  the  least  rising  to  the  dignity  of  a 
logical  deduction.  In  this  as  in  every  other  unregenerate 
state,  the  truth  is,  there  is  always  a  pertinacious  clinging 
to  error  long  after  the  misty  ignorance  which  caused  it 
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lias  been  dispelled ;  and  in  this  consists  the  real  difficulty 
M  hich  fetters  the  movements  of  humanity  at  the  present 
moment.  Readily  I  admit  that  there  are  few,  if  any  of 
us  who  would  hi'and  the  female  sex  with  that  absolute 
grade  of  inferiority  which  existed  in  earlier  ages  of  the 
world;  but  between  this  and  the  realization  of  sexual 
equality  as  an  active  necessity^  and  not  as  a  mere  conven- 
tional phrase  of  polite  society,  there  are  many  stages  of 
requisite  progress  yet  before  us.  But  some  may  say, 
admitting  all  this,  Gid  hono?  Is  not  society,  as  it  is, 
progressing  favorably  enotigh  to  render  unnecessary  the 
agitation  of  this  abstract  question,  as  it  is  generally 
caUed? 

To  these  I  therefore  answer  accordingly:  first,  that 
there  is  a  gi-eat  deal  of  good  to  be  derived  from  the  agita- 
tion of  the  question  ;  and  second,  that  things  are  not  so 
exquisitely  perfect  as  our  first  impressions  would  lead  us 
to  believe.  •  But  to  return  more  immediately  to  the 
evidence  on  the  svibject,  let  us  see  if  there  ai'e  any  instances 
of  the  past  which  we  can  adduce  as  relevant  testimony. 
On  this  jjoint  we  are  fortunately  not  left  in  the  dark,  and 
without  going  into  some  of  the  more  remote  nations  of 
the  East,  there  is  comparatively  enough  in  the  annals  of 
Greece  to  furnish  us  material  for  thought  and  wholesome 
instruction.  There,  if  anywhere,  it  is  fair  to  say  that  the 
theory  of  inequality  has  been  fostered  and  experimented 
on  with  the  best  possible  chance  of  its  jDroving  a  success, 
provided  it  had  any  germ  of  merit  in  it.  Instead,  how- 
ever, of  its  serving  this  pui-pose,  what  is  the  testimony  of 
facts?    Without  exalting  her  intellectual  standard  one 
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particle  too  highly,  it  may  of  a  truth  be  said  that  Greece 
was  the  fair  embodiment  of  all  that  is  beautiful  and 
sublime  in  philosophy,  science,  and  art ;  but  in  her  moral 
and  social  relations,  the  picture  presents  a  very  dilferent 
appearance. 

In  everything  pertaining  to  the  higher  branches  of 
intellectual  culture,  the  Greeks  may  fairly  be  considered 
as  the  type  most  worthy  of  imitation ;  but  in  their  doctrine 
of  feminine  inferiority  there  is  a  great  gulf  placed  between 
the  high  state  of  their  intellectual  attainments  and  their 
miserably  low  condition  in  a  bi-sexual  point  of  view ;  the 
legitimate  consequences  of  which  were  such  enactments  as 
that  of  the  mild  and  judicious  Solon,  according  to  whom  a 
robust  and  healthy  Athenian  might  claim  the  wife  of  one 
possessing  less  muscular  physique  ;  or,  more  shocking  still, 
the  prompting  of  that  sentiment  which  sent  jjromiscuously 
from  their  army  (when  engaged  in  a  war  with  the 
Myssinians)  some  of  their  ablest  men  with  full  powers  to 
enjoy  all  conjugal  privileges  with  the  wives  whose  husbands 
were  absent. 

In  introducing  this  example,  I  am  of  course  aware  that 
as  the  Greek  civilization  was  in  many  respects  nothing 
more  than  a  reflex  of  the  East,  there  is  a  certain  degree  of 
allowance  to  be  made  for  their  shortcomings ;  but  as  my 
object  is  solely  to  prove  the  inevitable  connection  between 
an  erroneous  principle  and  its  disastrous  results,  it  will  be 
seen  that  a  censure  of  the  Gi-eeks  is  not  my  desire,  except 
so  far  as  they  are  identified  with  the  evil  which  it  is  my 
purpose  to  condemn.  Error,  by  an  inexorable  law,  is 
connected  with  disastrous   consequences;  and  in  the 
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operation  of  society  it  matters  not  whether  its  presence  be 
due  to  ignorance  or  to  a  willful  disregard  of  the  proper 
course  to  be  pursued.  Under  all  circumstances  and  con- 
ditions the  sequel  is  the  same — a  fundamental  truth  which 
it  would  be  well  for  us  keep  in  mind  in  all  our  arrange- 
ments of  social  polity.  At  this  point  it  may  be  urged  by 
some  as  their  last  resort,  that  St.  Paul  sanctions  woman's 
inferiority  to  man ;  but  if  we  are  prepared  to  measure  the 
merits  of  the  question  by  this  method,  we  can  not  avoid 
carrying  our  deductions  to  their  logical  conclusion,  which, 
as  Mr.  Mill  very  justly  observes,  renders  it  imperative  on 
us  to  accept  his  declaration,  that  "  the  powers  that  be  are 
ordained  of  God,"  as  sanctioning  also  military  despotism 
as  the  true  and  legitimate  form  of  Christian  government. 
The  truth  is,  that  the  letter  of  Scripture  was  not  designed 
as  a  means  of  inculcating  the  details  of  either  social  or 
political  economy ;  and  any  resort  to  it  in  this  spirit  is  only 
calculated  to  shake  confidence  in  it  as  the  Divinely  inspired 
word,  which  in  its  internal  and  spiritual  signification  it 
really  is. 

Reluctant  or  incapable  as  the  circumscribed  intellect 
may  be  to  discern  it,  the  fact  no  less  exists,  that  the  secret 
cause  of  Christianity's  progress  has  consisted  mainly  in  its 
vast  and  comprehensive  theory  of  equality,  so  thoroughly 
adapting  it  as  the  religion  of  a  progressive  people,  and  at 
the  same  time  elevating  woman  from  her  degraded  position 
under  paganism  to  the  joartial  acknowledgment,  at  least, 
of  her  quality  as  a  mighty  spiritual  influence  in  the  world. 
How  far,  then,  shall  we  carry  this  principle  of  liberality 
which  has  done  so  much  to  civilize  the  world?  By 
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exercising  our  most  ordinary  judgment  in  the  matter,  it 
must  "be  clear  that  any  principle  Avhich  encourages 
antagonism  is  detrimental  alike  to  both  parties  concerned. 

Harmony  of  action  must  be  the  true  method  of  elevat- 
ing humanity,  and  in  this  respect  one  of  the  most  j^ower- 
ful  auxiliaries  is  that  equitable  adjustment  of  the  sexes 
Avhich  claims  for  each  the  same  rights  and  privileges. 

In  direct  opposition  to  the  common  postulate,  which 
infers  a  series  of  misfortunes  from  the  carrying  into  effect 
this  principle  of  equity  and  equality,  I  strongly  insist  that 
it  is  the  only  perfect  method  on  which  a  well-organized 
system  of  society  can  be  foimded ;  and  in  connection  with 
which,  suspending  if  we  please  the  formidable  array  of 
facts  which  demonstrates  to  what  an  extent  the  existing 
state  of  things  has  been  productive  of  evils  of  a  very  serious 
and  aggravated  nature,  it  will  be  well  for  us  to  observe 
that  the  equalizing  doctrine  possesses  the  highly  import- 
ant feature  of  being  based  on  the  principles  of  justice,  a 
consideration  of  itself  sufficient  to  recommend  it  to  all 
thoughtful  men.  As  an  offset  to  this,  it  would  not  of 
course  be  surprising  to  hear  some  extremely  fossilized  in- 
dividual exclaim  that  society  as  it  is  has  reached  its  zenith 
of  perfection ;  but  a  remark  such  as  this  can  only  provoke 
a  smile  of  contempt  from  those  persons  whose  judgment 
enables  them  to  see  things  as  they  really  are.  Without 
taking  the  trouble  or  having  the  ability  to  think  on  the 
subject,  it  is  possible  for  us  to  conceive  that  in  our  present 
social  relations  we  have  arrived  at  the  necessary  qualifi- 
cations for  a  modern  paradise ;  but  no  sooner  do  we  com- 
mence a  process  of  strict  investigation,  than  we  are  lit- 
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erally  amazed  at  tlie  flood  of  incongruous  arrangements 
and  pernicious  tendencies  wliicli  "breaks  in  upon  us,  and 
which  wrings  from  Dr.  Bushnell  the  confession  that, 
"  looking  over  this  whole  chapter  of  our  civil  and  social 
state,  we  are  mortified  to  find  how  largely  it  is  a  chaj^ter 
of  wrongs,  or  of  only  half  vindicated  rights."  And  thus 
in  the  present  constitution  of  society  it  must  ever  be. 

Spiritual  as  well  as  physical  diseases,  to  be  effectually 
removed,  require  to  be  traced  to  their  respective  sources ; 
and  in  this  case,  as  the  diagnosis  unquestionably  rests  on 
that  ill-adjusted  method  of  our  sexual  relationshij),  which 
constitutes  so  glaring  an  anomaly  in  the  world  of  modern 
progress,  our  only  alternative  consists  in  apj)lying  the 
remedy  accordingly. 

Again,  in  answer  to  those  multifarious  dangers  which 
we  are  continually  reminded  attend  any  extension  of  the 
idea  of  sexual  equality,  and  about  which  so  much  nonsense 
has  been  written,  I  can  only  say  that  they  are  excusable 
simply  on  the  ground  of  ignorance,  and  can  no  more  be 
accepted  as  testimony  to  the  demerits  of  the  principle, 
than  the  protests  of  the  medical  world  in  the  sixteenth 
century  against  Hervey's  theory  of  the  circulation  of  the 
blood  can  now  be  received  as  demonstrative  evidence. 

In  dealing  with  this  subject,  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
pretend  to  say  that  it  is  either  requisite  or  politic  to  shut 
our  eyes  to  the  many  defects  which  the  modern  woman 
exhibits ;  but  what  I  do  say  is,  that  impulse,  frivolity,  etc., 
are  quite  as  much  and  a  great  deal  more  the  creatures  of 
circumstance  and  habit  than  they  are  of  nature,  and  as 
such  that  the  present  superficial  estimate  of  our  relation- 
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sHp  is  the  direct  cause  to  wMcli  their  existence  is  attribu- 
table. Glancing  over  the  entire  region  of  the  discovered 
world,  there  is  no  fact  more  evident  than  that  the  status 
and  characteristics  of  woman  are  entirely  due  to  the  cir- 
cumstances by  which  she  is  surrounded,  and  which  make 
such  a  visible  impression  on  the  whole  realm  of  moral 
life.  In  all  earnestness,  then,  I  most  solemnly  protest 
against  this  unfair  estimate  which  assumes  that  because 
woman  in  the  aggregate  is  to-day  a  butterfly  of  fashion 
and  nonsensical  caprice,  that  she  must  necessarily  be  so  to 
all  time,  her  qualities  in  this  respect  being  founded  on  the 
immutable  bases  of  nature.  With  a  great  deal  of  inge- 
niousness,  the  argument  is  sometimes  resorted  to,  that  the 
peculiarities  and  foibles  of  woman  are  the  expressions  of 
some  deep  primitive  sentiment  which  is  inherent  in  the 
nature  of  things,  and  therefore  beyond  the  reach  of  re- 
form ;  but  in  this  respect  the  fact  is  entirely  lost  sight  of, 
that  the  great  motive  underlying  all  actions  of  women  is 
the  desire  to  please  the  men ;  and  thus  the  evidence  is  in- 
disputable, that  it  is  the  vitiated  taste  of  man  which  is  re- 
sponsible. 

As  I  have  endeavored  to  prove  in  the  first  two  chapters 
of  this  work,  the  two  sexes  are  related  to  each  other  by 
the  most  beautiftil  law  of  adaptation  which  it  is  possible 
for  the  human  mind  to  contemplate ;  but  no  sooner  do  we 
introduce  the  idea  of  disparagement  or  subjection  than  the 
harmony  of  the  structure  is  instantly  lost,  and  in  place  of 
a  wisely  adjusted  and  faultless  design  we  have  the  sorry 
spectacle  of  a  house  divided  against  itself.  According, 
however,  to  a  very  high  authority,  Satan  has  sometimes 
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the  power  of  representing  himself  as  an  angel  of 
light,  and  it  is  only  by  attributing  the  same  faculty  of 
metamorphosis  to  this  manifestly  erroneous  doctrine  that 
I  can  in  any  way  account  for  the  extended  favor  which  it 
receives. 

Again,  there  is  another  class,  who,  without  attempting 
to  deny  the  injustice  of  things  as  they  now  stand,  will 
olFer  in  explanation  that  they  do  not  willfully  heap  the 
existing  deprivations  and  disparagements  on  woman ;  but 
even  accepting  this  in  all  the  force  with  which  it  is 
possible  to  invest  it,  does  not  in  the  slightest  degree  deny 
that  a  remedy  is  necessary.  Admitting  as  far  as  possible 
that  the  present  perverted  condition  of  society  has  mainly 
come  down  to  US  tlS  til  heritage  from  our  ancestors,  shall 
we  pile  Ossa  on  Pelion  by  contributing  our  sanction  to  its 
support  and  continuance  ?  Certainly  if  that  is  to  be  the 
rule  in  this  instance,  it  is  a  most  remarkable  exception  to 
the  princij)les  of  justice,  at  the  same  time  that  it  consti- 
tutes an  inexplicable  feature  in  the  construction  which  we 
put  on  the  term  progress.  As  rational  beings,  if  we  are 
anxious  to  render  this  in  practice  what  it  is  in  theory — a 
progressive  age — it  is  indispensable  for  us  to  rid  ourselves 
of  long-established  prejudices,  and  then  by  applying  our 
energies  to  the  accumulation  of  truth,  accept  it  whenever 
and  wherever  it  is  found.  In  our  exploration  and  dis- 
coveries in  this  respect  it  will  without  doubt  sometimes 
happen  that  the  result  of  our  examination  opens  up  to  us 
new  fields  of  thought  and  living  realities  which  on  first 
impression  prove  very  unwelcome  acquisitions  to  our  stock 
of  knowledge.    Generally  speaking,  this  has  been  so  in 
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all  important  discoveries,  but  more  especially  is  this  the 
case  in  all  questions  concerning  ourselves  as  sentient  and 
responsible  beings ;  and  this  for  the  reason  that  even  the 
most  unselfish  of  us  being  far  below  what  we  should  be, 
our  lower  propensities  spontaneously  array  themselves 
against  those  higher  and  more  spiritual  principles  whose 
object  is  to  bind  up  the  bleeding  wounds  of  humanity, 
and  in  the  place  of  injustice,  discord,  and  confusion 
establish  justice,  harmony,  and  peace. 

Mortifying  as  it  may  be  to  some  of  us  who  flatter  our- 
selves that  we  have  attained  the  maximum  of  liberality 
and  love  of  truth,  it  is  nevertheless  one  of  the  most 
prominent  characteristics  of  human  nature  to  be  seriously 
hampered  by  those  tendencies  of  the  animal  nature  which 
war  against  the  establishment  of  goodness  and  truth. 
And  herein  I  may  say  consists  the  real  difficulty  of 
adjusting  this  question  of  relationship  between  the  sexes. 
As  far  as  it  is  possible  to  judge  from  their  attitude  toward 
this  important  subject,  it  is  not  a  mis-statement  of  the 
case  to  say  that  the  great  mass  of  humanity  may  be 
divided  into  two  opposite  and  essentially  distinct  classes : 
the  one  a  small  but  conscientious  number  striving  in  the 
cause  of  justice  and  truth,  while  the  other  embraces  that 
immense  herd  still  lingering  after  the  flesh-pots  of  Egypt, 
and  whose  estimate  of  all  things  is  perverted  by  reason 
of  the  purely  sensual  grounds  on  which  they  base  their 
predications.  Measuring  the  subject,  as  it  is  the  common 
custom  to  do,  from  the  low  grade  of  animal  feeling,  it 
amounts  to  an  impossibility  for  the  great  herd  of  men  to 
enter  into  those  finer  and  more  delicate  principle?  of 
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relationship  whicli  a  careful  investigation  proves  to  be 
inseparable  from  the  provision  of  sexhood. 

To  be  sure,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  represent  a  recog- 
nized principle  of  sexual  equality  as  having  anything  like 
the  fabled  proj)erties  of  the  philosopher's  stone ;  but  what 
I  do  wish,  and  what  I  desire  most  heartily  to  convey,  is 
the  fact  that  the  world  can  never  rise  to  a  well-orderec 
and  truly  prosperous  condition  imtil  women  are  released 
from  the  many  injustices  and  disabilities  which  press  them 
into  a  narrow  and  unhealthy  sphere  of  action.  It  is  true 
that  the  force  and  positive  character  of  modern  thought 
have  already  done  much  toward  the  cause  of  progress, 
but  notwithstanding  this,  there  is  still  an  immense  amount 
of  narrowmindedness  and  prejudice  to  be  overcome ;  and 
to  this  end  our  energies  need  to  be  perpetually  directed. 

It  is  certainly  clear  that  in  this,  as  in  other  important 
questions,  there  is  nothing  to  be  gained  by  a  hasty,  and 
therefore  imperfect,  review  of  the  matter ;  but  then  it 
must  be  equally  obvious  that  there  is  everything  to  be 
lost  through  the  circumscribed  notions  which  now  prevail 
so  largely,  and  which  deny  to  the  subject  that  impartial 
and  unprejudiced  inquiry  which  it  deserves. 

An  eminent  speaker,  in  referring  to  universal  suffrage, 
has  said  that  "  in  the  science  of  educating  a  common  peo- 
ple nothing  is  more  important  than  that  which  makes  a 
man  feel  that  he  is  personally  important ; "  and  in  the 
science  of  educating  humanity  this  is  precisely  what  I 
would  advocate  most  strongly  as  an  essential  feature  in 
our  social  arrangements,  the  only  difference  being  that  in- 
stead of  making  it  only  man  who  should  feel  his  import- 
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ance  and  appreciate  his  responsibilities  in  the  great  work 
of  progression,  I  would  also  include  looman  in  the  same 
category.  Setting  aside  the  miserable  imposture  which 
represents  the  natural  condition  of  woman  as  that  of  a 
subjective  state,  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  we  must 
recognize  the  fact  that  the  principles  of  sexual  relation- 
ship are  not  to  be  adjusted  by  caprice ;  and  in  this  respect 
the  truth  dawn  upon  us  that  woman  is  quite  as  much  as 
man  entitled  to  equal  rights  under  the  law  as  well  as  equal 
privileges  in  all  those  departments  of  use  which  may  be 
consistent  with  her  peculiarly  organized  functions.  And 
here  it  may  be  said  rests  the  fundamental  truth  on  which 
it  is  absolutely  requisite  for  us  to  build  the  temple  of  our 
happiness  and  prosperity  in  the  future. 

For  many  years  the  emptiness  and  instability  of  our 
social  conventionalities  have  attracted  the  attention  of  all 
thoughtful  minds ;  and  this  because  they  have  been  based 
upon  expediency,  and  not  upon  principle.  With  us,  how- 
ever, this  unhealthy  condition  must  cease ;  and  as  we  ex- 
amine into  the  real  issues  which  are  involved  in  the  ques- 
tion of  sexual  equality,  the  determination  to  act  justly 
must  strengthen  in  us.  Calmly  and  rationally  let  us 
examine  the  question  in  its  various  aspects ;  and  if  by 
careful  investigation  we  find  that  it  is  based  on  the  pi-in- 
ciples  of  justice,  there  let  us  plant  ourselves.  In  all  things 
that  pertain  to  our  welfare,  expediency  is  undeniably  a 
most  important  ingredient ;  but  in  any  case  where  it  ap- 
pears to  clash  with  principle,  there  can  be  no  doubt  where 
the  preference  should  be  given.  Under  the  most  favorable 
conditions  it  is  hardly  possible  for  our  notions  of  expedi- 
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ency  to  be  perfect,  wliile  principle,  coming  from  within 
as  the  echo  of  the  "  still,  small  voice,"  speaks  to  us  with 
an  authority  that  expediency  can  never  pretend  to.  But 
besides  this,  there  is  another  consideration  not  to  be  for- 
gotten. Suppose,  for  instance,  that  the  majority  of  intel- 
ligent minds  should  recommend,  as  a  desirable  expedient, 
a  continuance  of  that  emasculated  form  of  social  polity 
which  seeks  to  enfeeble  and  attenuate  the  womanhood  of 
woman,  and  correspondingly  the  manhood  of  man ;  surely 
there  can  be  no  one  so  thoroughly  ignorant  of  the  solidity 
of  facts  as  to  suppose  that  this  woiild  settle  the  question 
and  give  us  a  firm  and  substantial  basis  to  act  upon. 
Never  in  this  world,  where  there  has  been  a  great  princi- 
ple involved,  has  it  been  settled  by  substituting  a  shallow 
pretext  in  its  place.  Principles  in  the  moral  or  spiritual 
world  are  like  the  natural  forces  in  the  material.  By  in- 
terposing certain  barriers  we  may  divert  temj)orarily  their 
course  of  action ;  but  beyond  this  our  power  does  not  ex- 
tend, while  sooner  or  later  they  are  sure  to  regain  their 
impetus  and  realize  the  ends  they  seek. 

By  reason  of  this,  it  therefore  follows  that  however 
much  may  be  said  for  expediency,  there  is  still  more  to  be 
said  in  favor  of  principle.  And  in  this  we  reduce  to  a 
nutshell  the  question  of  the  equality  of  the  sexes  in  its 
broadest,  most  philosophical,  and  comprehensive  meaning. 

Beyond  a  doubt  there  will  always  be  certain  depart- 
ments in  which  men  will  excel ;  but  this  is  entirely  foreign 
to  the  question  at  issue,  and  must  naturally  adjust  itself  in 
the  order  of  events.  Standing  on  the  broadest  platform 
of  justice,  and  therefore  of  wisdom,  all  that  the  lovers  of 
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progress  ask  is  that  woman  shall  be  freed  from  the  many 
injustices  and  disabilities  which  an  artificial  and  imperfect 
society  impose  upon  her.  Open  np  to  her  more  thorough- 
ly the  vast  horizon  of  her  uses,  and  she  will  more  and 
more  thoroughly  appreciate  her  position  as  the  helpmate 
of  man,  and  the  responsibilities  which  rest  upon  her  as  a 
mighty  spiritual  influence  in  our  midst. 

■In  an  extended  sphere  of  action  it  is  unwarrantable  to 
infer  that  the  men  must  necessarily  remain  at  home  to 
dandle  the  babies  while  the  women  go  out  into  the  world 
and  assume  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  business.  Like 
every  other  instance  in  which  prejudice  is  concerned,  this 
is  a  feeble  attempt  to  dismiss  with  ridicule  what  can  not 
be  refuted  by  ai-gument.  Under  an  extreme  view  of  the 
case,  it  is  perhaps  possible  to  defeat  the  purposes  of  reform 
by  rushing  heedlessly  into  qtiestions  which  require  a  vast 
deal  of  deliberation ;  but  with  those  who,  like  myself,  advo- 
cate a  change  in  woman's  position,  not  for  the  realization 
of  an  idea,  but  for  the  solid  and  substantial  benefit  of  the 
whole  human  race,  this  is  hardly  possible,  indeed,  I  may 
say,  hardly  conceivable.  Without  a  doubt  it  would  be 
the  most  supreme  folly,  as  I  have  already  said,  to  suppose 
that  there  is  no  sphere  of  life  better  adapted  to  woman 
than  to  man,  and,  vice  versa,  none  better  adapted  to  man 
than  to  woman;  but  before  we  can  fairly  decide  what 
these  appropriate  spheres  are,  there  is  much  need  of  an 
extended  liberality  in  our  ideas,  and  a  release  from  that 
superficial  estimate  which  leads  to  so  many  eiToneous  and 
detrimental  hypotheses. 

True  to  the  spirit  of  progress,  the  character  of  modem 
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civilization  is  such  that  we  have  outgrown  that  asceticism 
of  earlier  days  which  represented  woman  as  "  the  door  of 
hell  and  the  mother  of  all  human  evils ; "  hut  before  we 
can  prove  ourselves  worthy  of  our  boasted  advancement, 
there  are  many  things  in  her  position  which  yet  require 
adjusting,  and  which  when  equitably  arranged  will  not 
only  induce  Astrsea  to  retui'n  to  earth,  but  also  cause  a 
new  heaven  to  bend  over  us,  and  humanity  to  rejoice  in 
the  new  impetus  which  will  be  given  to  our  civilization. 

On  this  important  subject  there  are  many  indications 
which  point  to  the  fact  that  we  are  at  present  passing 
through  a  momentous  crisis  in  our  history.  Let  us  then 
see  to  it  that  we  do  not  fail  in  our  appreciation  of  the 
responsibilities  which  rest  upon  us ;  and  as  we  guard 
against  that  precipitancy  of  thought  and  action  which 
can  only  end  in  the  most  unexpected  and  dangerous 
results,  let  us  also  carefully  cultivate  that  liberality  of 
sentiment  which  alone  can  lead  us  into  a  more  perfect 
appreciation  of  the  undeveloped  utilities  by  wliich  we  are 
surrounded,  and  without  a  more  intimate  acquaintance 
with  which  we  can  never  hope  to  attain  that  standard  of 
human  excellence  for  which  we  were  designed. 

Surely  a  liberal  education  has  fallen  miserably  short  of 
its  purpose  when  a  man  desires  in  a  wife  not  an  equal  but 
a  toy,  or  it  may  be  a  slave.  The  idea  of  woman  as  a 
slave  is,  as  I  have  already  said,  a  relic  of  barbarism.  The 
idea  of  woman  as  a  toy,  or  mere  brainless  magpie,  is  due 
also  to  our  half-civilized  condition.  The  question,  there- 
fore, whether  our  civilization  is  to  be  progressive  or  retro- 
gressive— stand  still  it  can  not — depends  mainly  on  the 
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position  and  estimate  which  are  hereafter  to  be  assigned 
to  woman. 

It  must  always  he  true  that  we  can  not  for  a  moment 
overlook  the  fundamental  fact  of  sex  ;  hut  even  with  the 
most  rigid  adherence  to  this,  there  is  much  which  must 
yet  be  done  by  us.  From  a  time,  dating  back  much 
farther  than  the  advent  of  Christianity,  men  have  been  in 
every  way  furnished  and  equipped  for  their  duties  and 
responsibilities  in  life ;  whereas  women,  until  very  lately, 
have  been  excluded  almost  entirely  from  those  elevating 
and  refining  influences  of  a  liberal  education  which  con- 
tribute so  largely  to  the  cultivation  of  noble  feelings  and 
aspirations. 

From  the  time  of  the  Assyrians  knowledge  has  been 
gradually  diffusing  itself,  and  operating  as  the  basis  of  all 
social  and  spiritual  development ;  and  with  us,  who  believe 
in  it  as  the  great  substratum  upon  which  all  progress  must 
necessarily  rest,  it  remains  to  carry  it  to  its  proper  con- 
clusion. As  a  necessity  consequent  upon  the  constitution 
of  human  nature,  there  never  can  be  anything  like  a  well- 
ordered  and  healthy  action  of  society  so  long  as  one-half 
of  the  human  race  labors  under  so  many  disadvantages, 
which  may  properly  be  called  the  fruit  of  ignorance  and 
injustice.  At  the  present  time,  I  know  that  there  are 
many  efforts  being  made  in  view  of  an  improvement;  but 
before  we  can  come  to  anything  like  a  sound  and  philo- 
sophical conclusion  on  the  subject,  we  must  never  forget 
that  woman  as  she  is,  is  not  by  any  meayis  lohat  she  may 
he  wider  a  proper  course  of  intellectual  training  and  de- 
velopment. 
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In  these  days  of  verdant  statesmanship,  there  are  many 
nonsensical  things  said  ahout  female  suffrage,  and  the 
great  reformation  which  it  would  effect.  For  my  own 
part,  I  confess  my  inability  to  see  how  this  can  achieve  the 
wonders  which  are  ascribed  to  it,  while  under  our  present 
system  of  universal  suffrage  there  are  many  things  which 
thi-eaten  serious  disaster  to  such  a  step.  Purificatioti,  and 
not  extension,  of  the  suffrage  is  what  we  really  need ;  and 
as  common  observation  will  show  us  that  for  one  refined 
and  cultivated  lady  we  have  at  least  a  dozen  ignorant 
servant-girls,  there  is  much  in  this  movement  which  needs 
to  give  us  pause. 

Political  life  is  but  the  outward  expression  of  that  form 
of  social  life  which  regulates  the  actions  of  individuals 
composing  a  nation,  and  as  such  it  does  seem  to  me  that 
all  true  seekers  after  reform  should  begin  their  efforts,  not 
in  that  world  of  effects  which  we  define  as  the  arena  of 
politics,  but  in  that  realm  of  activities  which,  constituting 
our  inner  life,  gives  character  and  complexion  to  the  entire 
world  by  which  we  are  surrounded. 

"  Give  me,"  said  an  English  statesman,  "  the  formation 
of  my  son's  habits  until  he  is  twenty-one,  and,  under  the 
grace  of  God,  I  will  insure  his  success  in  any  honest  aro- 
cation."  And  precisely  similar  must  be  our  principle  with 
regard  to  society,  and  the  growth  of  its  development. 

In  a  manner  corresponding  with  the  influences  of  pa- 
rental jurisdiction,  let  us  realize  the  fact  that  the  expan- 
sion of  woman's  powers  accompanied  by  an  opportunity 
for  utilizing  them  to  their  fullest  extent,  will  constitute  the 
surest  panacea  for  our  present  ills.    The  influence  of  wo- 
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man  is  essentially  one  which,  whether  good  or  bad,  must 
necessarily  penetrate  into  the  finest  and  most  delicate  for- 
mations of  hnman  character.  As  such,  how  long,  then, 
shall  we  continue  through  ignorance  and  prejudice  to  deny 
her  those  opportunities  which  will  render  her  more  thor- 
oughly and  fully  a  human  being  endowed  with  the  most 
exquisite  feelings  and  suscej^tibilities,  and  likewise  the 
equal  companion  and  helpmate  of  man  ?  Her  right  to  an 
education  being  equal  to  that  of  man,  and  the  fact  that 
she  has  never  had  that  right,  constitute  a  glaring  anomaly 
in  the  world  of  modern  thought. 

The  indisputable  fact  that  she  has  within  her  capabili- 
ties which  are  smothered  by  an  artificial  and  unnatural 
system  of  training,  is  also  a  disgrace  to  our  boasted  civil- 
ization. Shall  we,  then,  I  seriously  ask,  continue  these 
things  ? 

If  we  desire  to  refute  the  theory  that  man's  is  a  jjrogress- 
ive  nature,  we  may ;  but  if  we  wish  to  render  actual  the  pro- 
gressive character  of  the  European  civilization  which  we 
inherit,  then  must  this  condition  cease.  In  place  of  those 
narrow  and  contracted  views  which  induce  women  to  be- 
lieve that  an  intimacy  with  the  latest  style  of  bonnet  con- 
stitutes the  acme  of  knowledge,  let  us  see  to  it  that  all 
these  superficial  and  artificial  tendencies  are  removed,  and 
in  place  of  that  brainless  extravagance  which  rendered  the 
sex  liable  to  the  following  charge — 

"  Wear  a  gown  or  a  sacque  as  fasliions  prevail, 
But  with  flounces  and  furbelows  ruffle  your  tail," — 

substitute  the  lore  of  the  ages  as  a  more  wholesome  and 
desirable  acquaintance. 
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In  short,  as  the  best  means  of  atoning  to  her  for  the 
great  wrong  done  her  sex  in  the  ages  of  the  past,  let  us 
hj  every  possible  means  remove  the  erroneous  impression 
that  she  has  no  part  in  the  serious  work  of  the  world,  and 
by  dealing  with  her  as  an  equal,  open  to  her  every  means 
and  opportunity  that  will  strengthen  her  intellect,  broaden 
her  vieAvs  of  life,  and  fill  her  heart  with  the  purest  senti- 
ments and  her  mind  with  those  elevated  thoughts  and 
lofty  ideas  which  are  indispensable  to  true  culture.  In 
connection  vnlh  this,  it  matters  not  whether  the  present 
generation  will  witness  in  their  fullness  the  immediate 
advantages  of  such  a  course.  As  a  rule,  great  movements 
are  generally  of  slow  growth,  and  in  this  particular 
instance  we  have  no  right  to  expect  any  deviation  from  a 
general  princij^le. 

Of  one  thing,  however,  we  may  be  sure,  and  that  is, 
that  when  once  we  have  made  a  beginning  in  the  right 
direction,  our  reward  will  as  certainly  follow,  as  day  and 
night.  Owing  to  the  diversities  in  our  position,  we  can  not 
all  expect  to  realize  the  improvement  in  the  same  manner 
or  to  the  same  extent,  but  that  we  will  a^^feel  ultimately  the 
beneficent  results  of  sijch  a  change  there  can  be  no  doubt. 

In  all  conditions  of  life  its  effects  must  ultimately  be 
visible,  so  that  in  our  lot  here  it  matters  not  how  humble 
may  be  our  home,  or  how  isolated  our  position  appears  to 
be.  "With  women  possessing  a  well-trained  mind,  and  a 
soul  in  sympathy  with  all  that  is  noble,  beautiful,  and 
true,  and  corresponding  opportunities  afforded  for  her 
utility,  we  shall  be  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  an  influence 
the  beneficial  effects  of  which  may  be  compared  to  that 
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mysterioua  vegetative  power  beneath  which  the  beauties 
of  spring  are  unfolded,  and  the  eye  charmed  by  the 
resurrection  of  material  life. 

To  what  extent  women  may  really  desire  a  change  in 
their  position  it  is  perhaps  impossible  at  this  moment 
exactly  to  say.  As  a  rule,  it  is  doxibtless  true  that  the 
great  multitude  realize  no  higher  purpose  in  life  than  to 
prostrate  themselves  perpetually  at  the  shrine  of  fashion, 
while  their  intellectual  faculties  are  kept  in  a  state  of 
helpless  inactivity.  Generally  speaking,  this  is  unquestion- 
ably the  ideal  life  which  spreads  itself  before  the  eyes  of 
the  girl  of  the  period,  but  certainly  there  is  yet  another 
class  in  whom  the  yearnings  after  a  true  and  nobler  woman- 
hood are  daily  becoming  more  manifest ;  and  with  these  it 
is  that  the  true  reformer  is  called  upon  first  to  deal. 
Awaking,  as  it  were,  from  that  long  and  dreamless  sleep 
which  has  so  long  rested  on  the  feminine  soul,  there  are  un- 
mistakable evidences  which  indicate  that  some  of  our  women 
at  least  are  gradually  entering  into  a  clearer  aiDpreciation 
of  those  uses  which  nature  intended  them  to  perform.  Can 
we,  then,  consistently  interpose  those  objections  which  an 
artificial  society  is  but  too  fond  of  ofiering  ?  Following 
out  the  sublime  teachings  of  that  Christian  civilization 
which  has  so  far  elevated  woman  from  her  earlier  degrada- 
tion, it  surely  speaks  for  itself  that  we  are  only  half  per- 
forming our  du.ties  when  we  shut  our  eyes  to  the  immense 
advantages  which  would  result  from  a  fuller  and  more  per- 
fect expansion  of  her  powers.  In  treating  the  question 
of  her  development,  it  is,  however,  a  great  mistake  to 
suppose  that  the  primary  consideration  is  the  bestowal  of 
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the  elective  franchise  upon  her.  Concentrated  as  the 
attention  of  most  persons  is  upon  the  subject  of  political 
reform,  this  is  an  error  which  many  fall  into ;  whereas  the 
truth  is  that  our  social  life  constitutes  a  sphere  distinct 
from  the  political ;  the  quality  of  the  former  being  indeed, 
as  I  have  already  intimated,  the  great  determining  cause 
of  the  complexion  of  the  latter. 

For  the  purposes  of  our  advancement,  and  in  the  cause 
of  progress,  it  will  be  inaugurating  a  new  era  when  we 
shall  have  realized  this  as  fully  as  it  deserves;  at  the 
same  time  that  we  must  necessarily  be  brought  thereby 
into  a  more  vivid  realization  of  woman's  importance  in 
the  great  work  of  the  world. 

Universal  suffrage,  as  a  political  expedient,  is  to  the 
present  time  simply  an  experiment,  which  is  very  far  from 
having  proved  itself  what  its  earliest  advocates  anticipated. 
In  a  certain  sense,  it  undoubtedly  has  accomplished  some 
good ;  but  on  the  whole,  if  we  are  prepared  to  lay  aside 
national  conceits  for  a  moment,  there  is  undeniably  some- 
thing coarse,  clumsy,  and  heterogeneous  in  our  free 
suffrage  system  as  it  presents  itself  to  any  ordinary 
observer.  In  this  connection,  therefore,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  even  the  most  liberal  minds  hesitate 
sometimes  before  indorsing  woman-suffrage.  The  same 
objection,  however,  can  not  possibly  apply  to  the  expan- 
sion of  her  powers  as  a  woman,  and  thus  the  more  perfect 
operation  on  society  of  those  influences  which,  by  purifying 
the  atmosphere  of  our  social  intercourse,  will  naturally 
operate  in  a  corresponding  manner  on  the  sphere  of  our 
political  life. 
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In  the  progress  of  Christianity,  those  wrongs  which 
have  existed  under  the  forms  of  slavery,  serfdom,  and 
caste  are  gradually  passing  away ;  and  in  a  similar  manner 
let  us  hope  that  the  disabilities  which  are  now  heaped 
upon  women  will  give  place  to  more  liberal  and  philo- 
sophical ideas  concerning  their  capacities  and  the  purposes 
they  were  designed  to  accomplish.  In  some  parts  of  the 
world,  as  in  China,  women  are  to  this  day  placed  upon 
a  footing  with  the  oxen,  being  made  to  draw  the  plow 
while  the  men  sow  the  ground.  With  us,  however,  the 
time  has  now  arrived  in  our  history  when  we  can  no 
longer  afford  to  sacrifice  the  true  elements  of  her  nature 
to  an  artificial  and  imperfect  estimate,  but  carrying  to 
its  logical  consequences  the  ideal  type  of  our  Christian 
civilization,  give  her  every  opportunity  for  developing 
herself  as  a  woman,  no  matter  whether  her  sphere  be  that 
of  medicine,  theology,  or  as  a  priestess  in  moral  science. 
In  the  exchange  from  nothingness  to  womanhood  we  have 
everything  to  gain  and  nothing  to  lose ;  besides  which,  the 
result  would  most  assuredly  repudiate  the  ignorant  and 
unwarranted  supposition,  that  the  more  perfect  expansion 
of  her  powers  would  disqualify  her  for  the  fulfillment  of 
those  solemn  and  sacred  duties  incumbent  on  her  in  her 
sphere  of  wife  and  mother.  For  my  own  part,  I  can 
conceive  of  no  greater  absurdity ;  at  the  same  time  that  it 
must  be  evident  how  considerably  the  enlargement  of  her 
faculties  and  a  more  philosophical  definition  of  her  uses 
would  facilitate  the  transformation  of  our  social,  indi- 
vidual, and  national  life  into  that  state  which  constitutes 
the  millennial  period  of  all  believers  in  a  better  future. 


VI. 


NECESSITY  FOR  A  WELL-DEFINED  RELATIONSHIP. 

TF  it  be  true,  as  has  "been  said,  that  Christianity  presup- 
poses  the  depravity  of  human  nature,  it  must  also  be 
evident  that  in  its  highest  and  most  beautiful  precepts  it 
implies  the  necessity  of  a  well-organized  society,  protected 
by  those  external  guards  and  restraints  which,  by  keeping 
in  subjection  the  lower  propensities  of  our  nature,  facilitate 
in  a  proportionate  manner  the  development  of  the  higher. 
Indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  this  is  a  necessity  which 
comes  within  the  experience  of  every  one  who  seeks  to 
lead  a  practically  good  life;  while,  furthermore,  by  a 
little  observation  of  general  principles,  it  will  be  seen  very 
easily  that  its  existence  and  operation  become  fundamental 
parts  of  the  Christian  dispensation.  In  a  certain  sense 
civilized  society  may  be  said  to  rest  on  Christianity,  but 
in  another  and  very  important  sense,  Christianity 
naturally  rests  on  civilized  society  as  its  basis;  and  in 
this  we  have  really  a  highly  suggestive  clue  to  that  action 
and  reaction  of  man  on  the  world  and  the  world  on  man, 
which  it  is  my  purpose  to  review  for  a  moment,  as  a 
proper  sequel  to  my  preceding  remarks,  and  without  a 
proper  appreciation  of  which  we  can  not  fairly  interpret 
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those  many  and  diversij&ed  phases  of  human  life  which  we 
see  around  us.  I  would  observe,  also,  that  we  are  brought 
here  to  a  few  considerations  respecting  "  the  world  we  live 
in,"  which  are  inseparable  from  anything  like  a  correct 
estimate  of  social  life,  its  demands  and  necessities.  Among 
the  Greeks  it  was  a  custom  to  inscribe  upon  their  temples 
of  philosophy  the  famous  motto,  "  Know  thyself ;  "  and  so 
with  us,  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  we  must  lift  our- 
selves above  the  misty  ignorance  which  in  many  respects 
has  so  long  surrounded  us,  and  realize  those  deeply-seated 
laws  of  our  nature  according  to  which  the  connection  and 
relationship  between  the  internal  man  and  the  external 
world  are  as  inevitable  as  death.  Beyond  the  commonly 
received  impression,  which  ranges  little  higher  than  the 
idea  that  "  man  is  a  biped  without  feathers,"  we  must 
recognize  as  living  and  substantial  facts  the  evidences  of 
his  immortal  nature  ;  and  this  not  in  a  vague  and  unmean- 
ing manner,  but  in  a  sense  which  leaves  no  doubt  as  to  the 
affirmation  that  man  is  essentially  a  spiritual  being. 

By  the  objectors  to  this  postulate  it  may  be  argued  that 
the  human  j-ace,  under  certain  conditions,  such  as  that  of 
the  Esquimaux,  the  South  Sea  islanders,  or  the  Bushmen 
of  South  Africa,  present  such  a  repulsive  phase  of  bar- 
barism as  to  defeat  the  theory  of  man's  essential  spiritu- 
ality •  but  this  objection,  it  must  be  observed,  wears  only 
a  semblance  of  plausibility  which  disappears  as  soon  as 
these  unfortunate  creatures  are  favored  with  the  oppor- 
tunities of  development ;  at  the  same  time  that  the  very 
circumstance  of  their  degradation  affords  the  most  con- 
clusive testimony  as  to  the  influence  of  circumstances  on 
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the  formation  of  character.  Whatever  the  tendency  of 
superficial  thinkers  may  be  on  the  subject,  it  is  contrary 
both  to  reason  and  experience  to  infer  that  savage  life 
necessarily  implies  the  absence  of  all  spiritual  capacity. 
Certainly  there  are  extreme  cases  which  exhibit  its  absence 
so  far  as  any  operation  is  concerned,  but  between  this  and 
the  possession  of  a  faculty  capable  of  development  at  the 
earliest  opportunity,  there  is  a  wide  difference.  By 
Sir  J.  Lubboclf,  in  his  work  on  "  Prehistoric  Man,"  it  has,  I 
believe,  been  said  that  there  are  some  savages  found  with- 
out any  sense  of  religion  whatever ;  but  even  in  this  the  ob- 
jection is  not  so  serious ;  for  as  it  is  the  peculiar  character- 
istic of  human  nature  to  progress  under  favorable  con- 
ditions, so  is  it  also  possible  to  retrograde  under  unfavor- 
able ones,  and  the  latter,  few  will  deny,  is  always  the 
accompaniment  of  savagery  and  barbarism.  In  support 
of  this  view,  it  would  be  easy  to  adduce  many  instances 
illustrative  of  its  truth,  but  by  confining  ourselves  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Tierra  del  Fuego,  we  have  corroboration  of 
a  general  rule.  With  regard  to  these  miserable  specimens 
of  humanity  it  is  not  going  too  far  to  say,  that  they  are  the 
most  barbarous  of  any  people  in  the  known  world,  the 
immediate  cause  of  their  savagery  being  directly  traceable 
to  the  characteristics  of  the  country  by  which  tuey  are 
surrounded ;  and  for  the  particulars  of  which  I  can  hardly 
do  better  than  quote  the  language  of  an  eminent  writer  on 
the  subject.  "  Their  country,"  says  he, "  is  a  broken  mass 
of  wild  rocks,  lofty  hills,  and  useless  forests ;  and  these 
viewed  through  mists  and  endless  storms.  The  habitable 
land  is  reduced  to  the  stones  of  the  beach.    In  search  of 
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food  they  are  compelled  to  wander  unceasingly  from  spot 
to  spot,  and  so  steep  is  their  coast  that  they  can  only  move 
about  in  their  wretched  canoes." 

Now,  manifestly,  no  thoughtful  observer  will  deny  that 
there  are  influences  operating  here  which  go  very  far  to 
enhghten  us  as  to  the  predisposing  cause  of  their  bar- 
barism. 

And  so,  if  we  are  candid  in  our  inquiries,  and  observant 
of  human  nature  generally,  we  can  not  avoid  the  conclusion 
that  influences,  however  trifling  they  may  appear,  are, 
nevertheless,  the  great  instruments  in  building  up  human 
character.  Humanity,  like  a  huge  and  sensitive  miiiiosa, 
is  perpetually  being  acted  upon  at  every  phase  of  its 
existence.  To  those  who  are  accustomed  to  think  super- 
j&cially  on  the  subject,  it  may  appear  an  unwarrant- 
able stretch  of  imagination  to  define  this  as  a  general 
principle  that  must  run  through  all  our  interpretations  of 
human  nature ;  but  such  an  objection  will  only  be  another 
of  those  instances  which  so  strongly  mark  the  difierence 
between  the  careless  and  the  careful  observer.  To  those 
persons  who  go  through,  life  with  their  eyes  partially  shut, 
their  fellow-beings  are,  as  I  have  already  said,  littld  tnore 
than  "  bipeds  without  feathers ; "  while  to  those  who  exercise 
their  powers  of  observation,  the  hximan  principle  presents 
itself  as  a  dual  organism;  the  elements  in  one  portion  of 
its  nature  touching,  as  it  were,  and  sympathizing  with  the 
material  world ;  and  the  other  rising  upward  and  yearning 
after  the  spiritual  and  infinite.  For  the  purposes  of 
advancement  it  is  not  enoiigh,  in  a  merely  dogmatical  sense, 
to  acknowledge  that  "  man  is  a  progressive  animal,"  for 
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much  as  this  is  introduced  into  current  phraseology,  it  is 
obviously  certain  that  the  idea  which  it  conveys  is  nothing 
more  than  a  vague  and  general  assertion,  without  in  any 
way  descending  to  the  fundamental  bases  or  principles  on 
which  the  proposition,  if  true,  must  naturally  rest. 

As  professors  of  an  advanced  civilization,  and  in  keeping 
with  the  spirit  of  modern  thought,  believe  me,  reader,  the 
time  has  now  arrived  when  this  unreal  system  of 
belief  must  be  set  aside ;  substituting  in  its  place  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  broad  and  comprehensive  philosophy  which 
treats  humanity,  not  as  an  inanimate  body  to  be  experi- 
mented upon  ad  libitum,  but  as  a  distinctly  sentient 
organism  correlated  by  the  constitution  of  its  nature  to 
the  universe  which  surrounds  it.  In  the  sense  of  its 
importance  let  us  fully  realize  this,  and  we  will  more  and 
more  perceive  the  necessity  of  incorporating  the  law  of 
influences  into  all  our  estimate  of  human  character ;  while 
we  are  also  led  into  a  better  appreciation  of  the  human 
mind  under  another  aspect,  viz.,  that  of  its  reproductive 
capacity,  by  means  of  which  such  an  immense  power  for 
good  or  evil  is  perpetually  being  exerted  all  over  the  world. 

And  here  it  may  be  advisable  to  make  a  few  additional 
remarks  with  respect  to  this  action  and  reaction  of  man 
on  the  world,  and  of  the  world  on  man,  which  at  first 
sight  may  seem  somewhat  contradictory.  It  may  appear 
in  the  outset  somewhat  paradoxical  to  say,  first,  that  the 
formation  of  character  is  mainly  dependent  on  the  influ- 
ence of  circumstances,  and  then  to  urge  the  counter  pro- 
position that  the  quality  of  individual  life  is  the  great  de- 
termining cause  of  all  we  see  around  us.    Apparently,  I 
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say,  this  may  involve  a  contradiction,  but  a  little  reflection 
will  very  soon  show  that  this  is  not  really  the  case ;  for 
as  in  the  material  world  there  are  necessarily  present  the 
two  forces  of  action  and  reaction,  so  is  it  equally  the  case 
in  the  moral  world,  or  realm  of  mind.  As  sentient  beings, 
it  is,  as  has  been  already  said,  impossible  for  us  to  escape 
from  the  power  of  influences,  whether  of  a  favorable  or 
unfavorable  character ;  but  then,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is 
equally  impossible  for  us  to  exist  without  expressing  the 
quality  of  our  lives  in  a  thousand  difierent  ways  or  forms 
of  ultimation. 

In  their  strictest  definition,  the  first  may  be  regarded  as 
that  peculiar  combination  of  circumstances  which  forms  as 
it  were  the  atmospheric  temperature  of  our  lives ;  while 
the  second,  from  the  intimate  relationship  between  the  in- 
ward and  spiritual  cause  and  the  outward  and  visible 
efiect,  necessitates  that  inexorable  arrangement  according 
to  which  individual  life  forever  manifests  itself  in  forms 
which  are  homogeneous  with  and  representative  of  its 
character.  Surrounded  as  we  are  by  two  worlds,  the  one 
of  which  we  know  little,  and  the  other  of  which  we  know 
less,  it  is  not  enough  that  we  should  rest  satisfied  in  the 
conviction  that  we  are  strangely  acted  upon  at  every  step 
of  our  existence.  In  connection  with  this,  and  indeed 
flowing  from  it  as  its  legitimate  consequence,  we  must 
also  read  the  other  side,  and  thereby  learn  how  far  we  are 
contributing  by  our  every  thought  and  action  to  make  the 
world  that  which  it  is,  the  very  quality  of  our  actions  be- 
coming in  turn  the  medium  of  influence  and  communica- 
tion to  others.    And  so  it  is  that  by  a  careful  analysis  of 
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the  subject,  the  entire  chain  of  society  will  be  found  most 
wonderfully  perfect  and  dependent. 

Commencing,  if  we  please,  the  point  of  our  observation 
from  the  rude  and  almost  unintelligible  phase  of  barbarous 
life,  such  as  the  case  exemplified  by  the  Fuegians,  and 
then  reasonmg  upward  to  the  highest  cultivated  intellect, 
two  parallel  truths  present  themselves :  first,  the  remark- 
able potency  of  circumstances,  and  next,  the  unmistakable 
impression  which  mind  is  ever  making  on  the  aspect  of  the 
world. 

As  an  evasion  of  my  purpose,  it  will  not  do  to  say  that 
the  acceptance  of  one  of  these  hypotheses  destroys  the 
validity  of  the  other ;  for,  standing  on  the  ground  of  com- 
mon sense,  I  deny  that  there  is  anything  in  the  theory 
which  will  not  bear  the  most  rigid  and  impartial  scrutiny. 

Recurring  to  the  features  of  my  argument,  it  is  perfectly 
proper  in  the  first  place  to  say  that  nations  or  individuals 
vmder  all  conditions  can  always  be  identified  in  their  char- 
acteristics with  the  external  conditions  which  surround 
them ;  while,  in  the  second,  it  is  a  self-evident  truth  that 
no  created  being  can  come  into  existence  without  making 
its  presence  felt  in  an  ever-sensitive  universe.  Sympa- 
thetic intercourse,  not  isolation,  is  the  great  principle  of 
nature's  works ;  and  in  pursuance  of  this,  there  can  be  no 
such  thing  as  an  individual  existence  shut  in  by  a  Chinese 
wall.  Not  so.  This  is  a  state  of  things  which  has  never 
been,  and  can  not  in  the  nature  of  circumstances  ever  be. 
"  The  world  we  live  in,^'  means  something  infinitely  more 
than  the  material  universe  touching  the  material  side  of 
our  nature ;  and  from  the  time  we  enter  its  arena  as  the 

6* 


106 


MAN  AND  WOMAN. 


tender  infant  feeding  on  its  mother's  smile,  to  the  time  we 
leave  it  as  manhood  ripened  in  the  gray  hairs  of  experi- 
ence, there  is  no  thoiight  we  think  or  action  we  perform 
which  does  not  in  some  way  contribute  toward  determin- 
ing the  aspect  of  society.  Surely,  then,  in  all  our  theories 
of  social  polity,  it  is  a  subject  which  we  ought  to  take  into 
the  most  serious  consideration. 

Among  the  many  items  of  importance  multiplying  so 
rapidly  around  us,  there  is  nothing  which  commends  itself 
more  forcibly  to  us  than  this.  As  auxiliaries  to  national 
and  individual  welfare,  it  may  be  possible  to  dispense  with 
some  of  the  higher  branches  of  intellectual  culture;  but 
without  a  well-founded  knowledge  and  a  correct  apprecia- 
tion in  this  respect,  we  deprive  oiirselves  of  an  essential 
principle  in  the  attainment  of  happiness  and  prosperity. 
As  doctors,  lawyers,  merchants,  mechanics,  etc.,  our 
spheres  of  life  and  contingent  responsibilities  are  very 
diversified  and  unequal ;  but  in  the  bond  of  common  fel- 
lowship which  we  call  humanity,  there  is  one  fact  which 
stares  us  equally  in  the  face,  and  that  is,  that  there  can  be 
no  real  progress  without  a  uniformly  healthy  state  of  in- 
dividual action  as  its  basis.  In  contradistinction  to  the 
dogmatical  spirit  so  frequently  the  barometer  of  our  ac- 
tions, and  which  Mr.  Froude  so  aptly  describes  as  agitat- 
ing the  Church  on  the  "  color  of  the  ecclesiastical  petti- 
coats," men  and  women  must  be  taught  to  reahze  that 
they  are  living  in  a  world  where  advancement  depends 
entirely  upon  the  importance  which  we  assign  to  living 
and  practical  issues  grounded  in  the  nature  of  things,  in- 
stead of  enslaving  ourselves  to  vain  and  idle  dogmas 
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wbicli,  in  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred,  may  be  justly 
defined  as  meaning  much  of  nothing.  Like  Theseus,  how- 
ever much  we  may  be  involved  in  our  apparent  relations 
to  the  labyrinthine  problem  which  surrounds  us,  we  must 
be  unlike  Theseus  in  our  exj^ectations  of  a  modern  Ariadne 
to  help  us  out  of  the  difficulty.  It  must  be  fully  impressed 
upon  us  that  the  issue  rests  with  ourselves  alone ;  and  as 
we  rise  to  the  appreciation  that  the  most  pressing  need  of 
our  civilization  is  to  become  acquainted  with  the  great 
princii^les  of  action  running  through  every  phase  of  our 
social  contact,  we  should  so  apj^ly  ourselves  as  to  cultivate 
those  elements  only  which  are  ennobling  in  their  influence 
and  elevating  in  their  tendency. 

XJnlike  the  vague  and  undefined  ideas  which  are  so  pre- 
valent among  us,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  recognize  as  a 
distinct  and  living  fact  that  progress  is  not  a  plant  of  in- 
stantaneous and  miraculous  growth,  nor,  on  the  other 
hand,  indigenous  to  some  parts  of  society  and  not  to 
others,  but  like  every  other  process  of  development  de- 
pending entirely  on  surrounding  circumstances,  whether 
favorable  or  unfavorable,  for  its  cultivation.  In  this  and 
this  alone  consists  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  matter ; 
and  as  we  cast  our  eyes  abroad  upon  the  world,  and  read 
the  various  illustrations  and  evidences  of  such  a  law,  the 
conclusion  becomes  irresistible  that  only  by  carefully  ob- 
serving its  demands,  and  as  carefully  supplying  its  neces- 
sities, can  we  rest  our  hopes  against  the  encroachments  of 
a  restless  age,  and  the  dangers  of  that  transition  which  we 
see  so  visibly  operating  on  every  side  of  us.  Owing  to 
that  usual  amount  of  wiUful  blindness  which  springs  from 
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the  obstinacy  of  error,  it  may  be  some  time  before  we  re- 
alize as  fully  as  it  deserves  tbat  every  life  is  necessarily  an 
embodied  sentiment  in  some  form  or  other ;  but  sooner  or 
later  the  time  must  come  when  it  will  be  appreciated,  not 
merely  as  an  abstract  theory,  but  as  an  immensely  potent 
psychological  principle  running  through  the  entire  struc- 
ture of  the  human  sovtI,  and  determining  the  characteris- 
tics of  each  individuality. 

In  the  examination  of  ourselves  there  is  no  room  what- 
ever for  an  equivocal  interpretation  of  the  elements  which 
compose  us ;  and  as  we  mark  the  method  of  their  operation, 
strange  indeed  must  be  our  system  of  investigation  if  we 
do  not  discover  that  the  affections  are,  after  all,  the  primal 
cause  of  those  mysterious  experiences  by  which  we  realize 
the  actuality  of  our  existence. 

The  more  highly  reason  is  cultivated,  the  more  fully  will 
it  act  as  the  arbiter  of  our  action ;  but  beyond  this  there 
is  yet  the  motive  power  of  sentiment  or  affection  which 
requires  to  be  taken  largely  into  the  account,  and  without 
which  we  can  not  conceive  of  any  such  thing  as  a  regen- 
erative process.  To  a  very  great  extent,  modern  civiliza- 
tion is  treated  as  if  it  were  a  distinct  and  independent 
step,  disconnected  with  all  that  has  preceded  it ;  whereas 
the  true  line  of  distinction  consists  in  the  fact  that  what 
to  the  ancient  mind  was  a  universe  peopled  with  strange 
beings  of  irregular  and  capricious  attributes,  is  to  the 
modern  a  world  illuminated  by  the  glory  of  a  God  who  is 
"  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  forever."  And  here  we 
come  to  the  direct  appreciation  of  that  principle  which 
havmg  so  far  transformed  the  aspect  of  the  material  world, 
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will  by  a  proper  application  yet  transform  correspondingly 
the  interior  realm  of  our  spiritual  life.  In  contradistinc- 
tion to  the  conflicting  ideas  and  characteristics  of  Deme- 
ter,  Poseidon,  Apollo,  and  Athena,  the  civilized  Christian 
of  the  present  day  is  enabled  to  see  things  in  a  new  light ; 
while,  furthermore,  by  the  superior  quality  of  his  ruling 
sentiment  he  is  enabled  in  the  hour  of  darkness  to  take 
refuge  in  that  sprit  of  sublime  confidence  and  repose  which 
springs  from  his  new  interpretation  of  God,  and  therefore 
of  the  world  by  which  he  is  surrounded. 

In  our  social  and  domestic  relations  must  it  not  there- 
fore follow  that  everything  pertaining  to  the  cultivation 
of  sentiment  should  be  most  jealously  guarded  by  us  ? 

To  my  mind  there  can  be  but  one  answer ;  and  as  the 
world  grows  older  in  experience,  the  more  universal  must 
it  become.  Born  as  we  are  into  a  world  which  in  its  sim- 
plest forms  is  most  wonderfully  constructed,  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  our  individual  character  is  largely  depend- 
ent on  the  interpretation  we  give  to  those  objects  by  which 
we  are  surrounded.  And  herein  consists  the  necessity  of 
our  having  as  men  and  women  a  well-defined  relationship. 
In  the  design  which  places  man  and  woman  side  by  side 
in  this  world,  there  are  numerous  indications  which  point 
to  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  work  before  us  ; 
but  before  this  can  be  fairly  accomplished,  there  are  many 
things  which  require  our  attention,  and  among  these  none 
more  so  than  that  which  gives  to  influence  its  proper 
position  in  the  formation  of  character. 

As  a  consequence  resulting  from  the  traditional  creed 
of  all  Oriental  theogonies  respecting  "primeval  night," 
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we  find  their  practice  of  computing  by  nights  rather  than 
by  days ;  and  also  the  Epicurean  theory,  that  fear  made 
the  earliest  gods  ;  and  so  in  a  corresponding  manner  must 
be  the  law  of  operation  which  regulates  our  social  prog- 
ress or  retrogression. 

Like  the  poor  savage  staggering  under  the  incubus  of 
his  nocturnal  theory,  we  may  shut  our  eyes  and  fall  into 
the  belief  that  a  chaotic  state  is  the  natural  condition  of 
society. 

On  the  other  hand,  like  the  enlightened  Christian,  read- 
ing everywhere  that  law  and  order  are  indispensable  to 
happiness,  we  may  so  far  cultivate  our  opportunities  as  to 
reproduce  that  scene  in  which  the  two  sexes,  personified  in 
the  forms  of  Adam  and  Eve,  were  perfect  in  their  adapta- 
tion to  each  other,  and  formed  at  once  the  crown  and 
glory  of  the  whole  created  universe. 

To  any  one  acquainted  in  the  least  with  the  religious 
and  esthetical  history  of  the  human  race,  it  will  very 
easily  be  seen  that  the  tendency  of  society  has  always 
been  to  develop  those  feelings  by  means  of  which  the  ig- 
norant terror  and  superstition,  which  fill  the  mind  of  the 
isolated  savage,  are  gradually  displaced,  and  in  their  stead 
a  new  interpretation  given  to  surrounding  objects.  And 
in  an  especial  manner  would  this  principle  of  operation  be 
visible  with  us  did  we  realize  as  distinctly  as  it  deserves 
that  inherent  sentiment  or  law  of  association  which  ren- 
ders this  transformation  possible.  In  obedience  to  thje 
same  principle  which  induces  the  savage  to  transform 
gradually  his  ideas  into  a  more  coherent  and  less  supersti- 
tious form  of  interpretation,  there  are  certain  principles 
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underlying  every  well-ordered  form  of  civilized  society, 
which,  under  a  proper  state  of  cultivation,  go  very  far 
toward  inspiring  us  with  higher  and  nobler  views  of  our- 
selves, and  at  the  same  time  to  extend  the  horizon  of  that 
world  in  which  we  are  called  upon  to  perform  our  \Tses. 
From  the  grosser  and  more  materialized  forms  which 
arrest  the  attention  on  the  isolated  and  more  animal  plane 
of  life,  a  well-directed  spirit  of  social  intercourse  and  cul- 
ture will  by  degrees  bring  us  into  a  higher  realm  of 
thought,  in  which,  the  mysterious  sympathies  of  mind  with 
mind  coming  more  directly  under  our  observation,  we  can 
not  be  otherwise  than  forcibly  impressed  by  the  analogy 
which  exists  between  the  vegetative  forces  in  the  material 
world  and  the  sphere  of  influences  or  activities  in  the 
spiritual  or  moral.  Basing  our  theories  of  mental  phe- 
nomena on  the  common  notion  which  rises  little  higher 
than  the  idea  that  "  man  is  a  biped  without  feathers,"  it 
may  be  true  that  this  analogy  will  not  be  fully  perceptible ; 
but  in  employing  the  comparison,  I  do  not  use  it  under  any 
such  superficial  estimate  of  the  elements  which  compose  a 
human  being.  Emerging  from  the  dim  twilight  of  an  un- 
sophisticated credulity  which  has  hitherto  surrounded 
man  in  this  respect,  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  the 
spiritual  side  of  human  nature  must  no  longer  be  regarded 
as  a  mere  myth,  but  as  a  distinctly  living  soul,  subject  to 
the  operation  of  spiritual  laws  as  fully  and  as  really  as  the 
material  body  is  to  laws  of  a  physical  character. 

In  view  of  the  increasing  demands  of  the  age  in  which 
we  live,  there  is  as  much  to  be  dreaded  from  a  meaning- 
less transcendentalism  as  from  a  gross  materialism ;  and 
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in  this  consists  the  necessity  of  our  having  positive  and 
unequivocal  views  on  this  important  branch  of  our 
culture. 

Above  us,  around  us  everywhere,  the  eye  is  charmed 
by  the  wonderful  beauty  and  the  hidden  mysteries  of  an 
ever-changing  panorama ;  but  deeper  yet,  more  beautiful 
in  many  respects,  and  infinitely  more  profound  in  its  char- 
acter, is  that  world  in  which  the  "  thinking  I "  is  called 
upon  to  hold  communion  with  itself;  and  in  which,  as  a 
consequence,  we  must  necessarily  make  research  for  the 
fundamental  laws  relating  to  society  as  the  natural  pro- 
duct of  human  life  and  sentiment. 

Unlike  a  certain  school  of  philosophers,  it  will  be  no  use 
to  waste  our  time  in  searching  for  men  with  tails  as  the 
cause  of  our  natural  depravity.  For  the  purposes  of  social 
and  individual  advancement,  the  question  which  most 
nearly  concerns  us  is  the  necessity  of  having  clear  and 
decided  views  with  regard  to  the  quality  of  that  relation- 
ship which,  existing  between  the  iiiiward  and  invisible 
world  of  causes,  and  the  outward  or  visible  world  of  ef- 
fects, produces  those  results  which  give  to  human  nature 
so  many  various  and  diversified  phases  of  appearance. 

Upon  this  point  let  us  fairly  realize  our  position,  and  we 
will  have  done  much  to  inaugurate  that  principle  and 
method  of  interpretation  which  alone  can  guide  us  safely 
through  the  threatening  Scylla  of  an  efiete  and  emascu- 
lated form  of  social  polity  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Cha- 
rybdis  of  an  indiscriminate  blending  together  of  heteroge- 
neous elements  on  the  other. 

The  time  has  now  come  in  our  experience,  fairly  and 
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distinctly,  when  we  must  realize  the  actuality  of  spiritual 
forces  as  the  great  detei-mining  cause  of  individual  and 
social  character ;  and  in  this  respect  to  appreciate  corre- 
spondingly the  beautiful  arrangement  which  has  ordained 
that  man  and  woman  in  their  tr  ue  quality  of  sexual  adap- 
tation should  form  the  consummation  of  a  great  and  glo- 
rious design,  stretching  far  beyond  the  orbits  of  Neptune 
and  Uranus,  and  ending  in  that  great  objective  point 
which  we  denominate  Eternity.  And  here  we  come  to 
that  conclusive  result,  to  which  I  trust  my  efforts  so  far 
have  been  successfully  directed,  viz. :  the  immense  power 
of  sexuality,  its  evidences  as  a  provision  of  Infinite  Wis- 
dom, its  indispensability  as  a  civilizing  influence  and  spir- 
itual element,  and,  lastly,  the  necessity  of  its  being  sur- 
rounded with  those  favorable  conditions  which  alone  can 
cause  its  flowers  to  be  fragrant  with  their  own  native  per- 
fume, and  its  fruit  to  be  such  as  will  give  health  and  vigor 
to  the  system,  as  well  as  delight  to  the  eye  and  pleasure 
to  the  taste. 

In  his  work  on  the  "  Queen  of  the  Air,"  Mr.  Ruskin  has 
pertinently  remarked  that  "  the  poor  Greeks  of  the  great 
ages,  though  they  expected  no  reward  from  heaven  but 
honor,  and  no  reward  from  earth  but  rest,  even  they  had 
sometimes  a  prophet  to  tell  them  of  a  land  where  there  is 
a  sun  alike  by  day  and  by  night,  and  where  the  ocean 
breezes  blow  around  the  blessed  islands,  and  golden 
flowers  burn  on  their  brio^ht  trees  for  evermore."  With 
how  much  more  earnestness,  then,  and  deep  sincerity  of 
belief,  should  we  not  press  our  energies  into  the  accom- 
plishment of  what  we  know  by  the  promptings  of  a  lofty 
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intuition  and  the  teachings  of  a  sublime  inspiration  to  be 
possible  ?  To  the  countrymen  of  Homer,  Pindar,  and 
^schylus,  the  hope  of  reward  was,  as  we  see,  little  more 
than  a  vague  uncertainty.  To  us,  the  relationship  between 
a  well-ordered  form  of  individual  and  social  life,  and  its 
favorable  results,  should  be  clear ^  consistent^  and  inevi- 
table;  while  anything  like  an  incorrect  interpretation  of 
those  laws  which  form  the  true  bases  of  our  relationship 
can  not  end  otherwise  than  in  discord,  disaster,  and  social 
disintegration. 

By  virtue  of  the  all-powerful  influence  which  the  realm 
of  mind  exercises  over  the  kingdom  of  matter,  it  is  unques- 
tionably in  our  power  so  to  determine  the  quality  of  our 
lives  that  we  may  wander  through  the  world,  and  find  it 
but  a  desert  yielding  scarcely  an  oasis  here  and  there,  or 
on  the  other  hand,  by  a  proper  cultivation  of  our  thoughts 
and  affections,  so  far  lift  ourselves  above  the  clouds  of 
error  as  to  discern  that  there  is  a  significant  beauty  and 
design  in  all  the  various  forms  and  laws  of  life  which 
nature  employs  for  the  accomplishment  of  her  purposes. 
In  the  one  case  our  position  may  easily  be  determined  by 
the  presence  of  that  dismal  incubus  which,  besides  pressing 
us  to  earth,  creates  an  aching  void  in  our  hearts ;  puts  out 
the  light  of  virtue,  and  makes  life  appear  a  dreary  wilder- 
ness. In  the  other,  the  evidences  are  no  less  real  and  com- 
plete ;  and  as  we  gaze  upon  the  stars,  or  trace  the  planets 
in  their  courses  round  the  sun,  or  stoop  to  listen  to  the 
whispering  music  of  a  thousand  voices  in  the  vegetable 
world,  is  there  a  sympathy  in  our  natures  for  those  high 
and  noble  thoughts  which  these  echoes  of  the  universe 
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suggest  ?  If  there  is,  then,  are  we  in  that  state  which 
constitutes  the  type  of  noble  manhood  ? 

Agaui,  as  we  behold  the  sky,  does  it  appear  more  blue  ? 
and  does  there  seem  to  be  a  sweet  mysterious  symj)athy 
between  the  heavens  and  the  earth  which  fills  us  with 
delight  ?  then  are  we  in  the  true  order  of  our  life. 

Lastly,  as  we  direct  our  attention  to  that  which  most 
concerns  our  present  subject,  do  we  in  the  design  which 
places  man  and  woman  side  by  side,  perceive  the  evidences 
of  an  all-ioise provision^  resting  as  its  basis  on  the  familv  in 
its  highest,  purest,  and  holiest  sense,  while  in  its  eifects  and 
varied  forms  of  action  it  embraces  all  those  momentous 
issues  of  our  culture  by  means  of  which  we  can  alone  be 
qualified  for  anything  like  a  perfect  life  ?  Are  these  the 
sentiments  which  elevate  our  souls  and  lift  us  to  the  con- 
templation of  the  beautiful  and  true  ?  Then  are  we  indeed 
fostering  a  spirit  and  scattering  those  seeds  which  will  most 
assuredly  develop  us  into  a  noble  humanity. 

We  are  indeed  at  one  with  nature  in  her  true  intent ; 
and  like  the  infant  feeding  on  its  mother's  smile,  we  feast 
upon  the  sweet  exjDression  of  her  face,  because  it  tells  us 
of  a  love  that  knows  no  bounds,  while  in  its  manifold  sug- 
gestions it  foreshadows  the  perfection  of  that  other  world 
in  which  there  shall  be  no  more  death,  and  where  the 
good  seed  sown  on  earth  shall  blossom  into  an  eternal 
glory. 

On  the  contrary,  however,  is  our  vision  clouded,  and  our 
sensibility  like  an  instrument  out  of  tune  ?  Then,  indeed, 
should  we  pause,  and  ask  ourselves  how  far  we  can  afibrd 
to  sacrifice  our  best  interests  to  a  diseased  condition,  which 
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besides  excluding  the  possibility  of  our  properly  under- 
standing or  appreciating  the  world  in  which  we  live,  can 
only  brutalize  and  reduce  us  to  the  level  of  the  animals. 
To  which  of  these  two  classes,  therefore,  will  we  belong  ? 
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The  Christian  Household  Embracing  the  Christian  Home 
— Husband,  Wife,  Father,  Mother,  Child,  Brother,  and  Sister.  By 
Rev.  G.  S.  Weaver   1  00 

How  to  Read  Character;  a  New  Illustrated  Hand-Book 
of  Phrenology  and  Phtsiognoiviy,  for  Students  and  Examiners, 
with  a  Chart  for  recording  the  sizes  of  the  difierent  Organs  of  the 

Brain,  etc.   With  upward  of  170  engravings.   Paper   100 

In  muslm,  beveled  boards   1  25 

"^V^eaver's  Works  for  the  Young.  Comprising  "Hopes 
and  Helps,"  "  Aims  and  Aids,"  and  "  Ways  of  Life  "   3  00 

The  Temperance  Reformation — Its  History  from  the  First 
Temperance  Society  to  the  Adoption  of  the  Maine  Law.  By  Rev. 
L.  Ajmstrong   1  80 


12mo.  Price,  plain  cloth 
Gilt  extra  


$1  50 
$2  00 


Hajsd-Book  for  Home  Improvement,  Comprising  "  How 
to  Write,"  "  How  to  Talk,"  "  How  to  Behave,"  and  "  How  to  Do 
Business."   In  one  large  volume.   Indispensable   2  25 

The  Right  Word  in  the  Right  Place.  A  New  Pocket 
Dictionary  and  Reference  Book.  Embi'acing  extensive  Collections 
of  Synonyms,  Technical  Terms,  Abbreviations,  Foreign  Phrases, 
Chapters  on  "Writing  for  the  Press,  Punctuation,  Proof-Reading,  and 
other  Interesting  and  Valuable  Information.  By  the  Author  of 
"  How  to  Write,"  etc.    1  vol.,  16mo,  214  pages.    Cloth,  onij  .  75 

Food  and  Diet,  containing  an  Analysis  of  every  kind  of 
Food  and  Drink.  By  Dr.  J.  Pereira.  Edited  by  Dr.  C.  A.  Lee.    1  75 

Combe's  Piiystology,  applied  to  the  Improvement  of  Mental 
and  Physical  Education.   Revised,  with  Notes.    Illustrated . .    1  75 

Philosopht  of  Sacked  History,  considered  in  Relation  to 
Human  Aliment  and  the  Wines  of  Scripture.  By  Sylvester  Gra- 
ham.  Very  scarce   3  50 

The  Science  of  Human  Life.  By  Sylvester  Graham,  M.D. 
With  a  Biographical  Sketch  of  the  Author   3  50 

Temperance  in  Congress.  Ten-Minute  Speeches  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  the  best  Congressional  Orators,  on  the 
First  Meeting  of  the  Congressional  Temperance  Society   25 

Memory's  Tribute  to  the  Life,  Character,  and  Work 
of  the  Rev.  Thomas  EL  Stockton,  Chaplain  to  Congress.  By  Rev. 
Alex.  Clark,  former  Associate  Pastor  with  the  deceased  in  Phila- 
delphia.  Muslin   50 

Enameled  paper  covers   25 

-^Esop's  Fables.  People's  Pictorial  Edition,  beautifully  illus- 
trated.  Cheapest,  neatest,  best  holiday  book   100 

Pope's  Essay  on  Man.  With  Phrenological  Notes  by  S.  R. 
Wells.   Beautifully  illustrated.    Gilt,  beveled  boards   1  00 

Aims  and  Aids  for  Girls  and  Young  Women.  By  Rev 
G.  8.  Weaver.    A  capital  book  for  both  sexes   1  25 

Foot-prints  of  Life  ;  or,  Faith  and  Nature  reconciled.  A 
Poem  in  Three  Parts.  By  Philip  Harvey,  M.D.  Part  1st.  The 
Body.  Part  2d.  The  Soul.  Part  3d.  The  Deity.  Something  new.    1  25 

Fruit  Culture  for  the  Million;  or,  Hand-Book  for  the 
Cultivation  and  Management  of  Fruit  Trees   1  00 

Tor  sale  by  all  Booksellers,  or  sent  by  mail,  post-paid,  on  receipt  of 
price.  New  Illustrated  and  Descriptive  Catalogue  sent  to  any  address 
on  receipt  of  twcr  rer"  stamps.   Address,  S.  R.  Wells,  N.  Y. 
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